Question: "With all of the different religions, how can | know which one
is correct?”

Answer:There is no doubt that the number of different religions in the world
makes it a challenge to know which one is correct. First, let’s consider some
thoughts on the overall subject and then look at how one might approach the
topic in a manner that can actually get to a right conclusion about God. The
challenge of different answers to a particular issue is not unique to the topic of
religion. For example, you can sit 100 math students down, give them a
complex problem to solve, and it is likely that many will get the answer wrong.
But does this mean that a correct answer does not exist? Not at all. Those
who get the answer wrong simply need to be shown their error and know the
techniques necessary to arrive at the correct answer.

How do we arrive at the truth about God? We use a systematic methodology
that is designed to separate truth from error by using various tests for truth,
with the end result being a set of right conclusions. Can you imagine the end
results a scientist would arrive at if he went into the lab and just started mixing
things together with no rhyme or reason? Or if a physician just started treating
a patient with random medicines in the hope of making him well? Neither the
scientist nor the physician takes this approach; instead, they use systematic
methods that are methodical, logical, evidential, and proven to yield the right
end result.

This being the case, why should theology—the study of God—be any
different? Why believe it can be approached in a haphazard and undisciplined
way and still yield right conclusions? Unfortunately, this is the approach many
take, and this is one of the reasons why so many religions exist. That said, we
now return to the question of how to reach truthful conclusions about God.
What systematic approach should be used? First, we need to establish a
framework for testing various truth claims, and then we need a roadmap to
follow to reach a right conclusion. Here is a good framework to use:

1. Logical consistency—the claims of a belief system must logically cohere to
each other and not contradict in any way. As an example, the end goal of
Buddhism is to rid oneself of all desires. Yet, one must have a desire to rid



oneself of all desires, which is a contradictory and illogical principle.

2. Empirical adequacy—is there evidence to support the belief system
(whether the evidence is rational, externally evidential, etc.)? Naturally, it is
only right to want proof for important claims being made so the assertions can
be verified. For example, Mormons teach that Jesus visited North America.
Yet there is absolutely no proof, archaeological or otherwise, to support such
a claim.

3. Existential relevancy—the belief system should address the big questions
of life described below and the teachings should be accurately reflected in the
world in which we live. Christianity, for example, provides good answers for
the large questions of life, but is sometimes questioned because of its claim of
an all-good and powerful God who exists alongside a world filled with very real
evil. Critics charge that such a thing violates the criteria of existential
relevancy, although many good answers have been given to address the
issue.

The above framework, when applied to the topic of religion, will help lead one
to a right view of God and will answer the four big questions of life:

1. Origin — where did we come from?

2. Ethics — how should we live?

3. Meaning — what is the purpose for life?
4. Destiny — where is mankind heading?

But how does one go about applying this framework in the pursuit of God? A
step-by-step question/answer approach is one of the best tactics to employ.
Narrowing the list of possible questions down produces the following:

1. Does absolute truth exist?
2. Do reason and religion mix?
3. Does God exist?

4. Can God be known?

5. Is Jesus God?

6. Does God care about me?



First we need to know if absolute truth exists. If it does not, then we really
cannot be sure of anything (spiritual or not), and we end up either an agnostic,
unsure if we can really know anything, or a pluralist, accepting every position
because we are not sure which, if any, is right.

Absolute truth is defined as that which matches reality, that which
corresponds to its object, telling it like it is. Some say there is no such thing as
absolute truth, but taking such a position becomes self-defeating. For
example, the relativist says, “All truth is relative,” yet one must ask: is that
statement absolutely true? If so, then absolute truth exists; if not, then why
consider it? Postmodernism affirms no truth, yet it affirms at least one
absolute truth: postmodernism is true. In the end, absolute truth becomes
undeniable.

Further, absolute truth is naturally narrow and excludes its opposite. Two plus
two equals four, with no other answer being possible. This point becomes
critical as different belief systems and worldviews are compared. If one belief
system has components that are proven true, then any competing belief
system with contrary claims must be false. Also, we must keep in mind that
absolute truth is not impacted by sincerity and desire. No matter how sincerely
someone embraces a lie, it is still a lie. And no desire in the world can make
something true that is false.

The answer of question one is that absolute truth exists. This being the case,
agnosticism, postmodernism, relativism, and skepticism are all false positions.

This leads us to the next question of whether reason/logic can be used in
matters of religion. Some say this is not possible, but—why not? The truth is,
logic is vital when examining spiritual claims because it helps us understand
why some claims should be excluded and others embraced. Logic is
absolutely critical in dismantling pluralism (which says that all truth claims,
even those that oppose each other, are equal and valid).

For example, Islam and Judaism claim that Jesus is not God, whereas
Christianity claims He is. One of the core laws of logic is the law of non-



contradiction, which says something cannot be both “A” and “non-A” at the
same time and in the same sense. Applying this law to the claims Judaism,
Islam, and Christianity means that one is right and the other two are wrong.
Jesus cannot be both God and not God. Used properly, logic is a potent
weapon against pluralism because it clearly demonstrates that contrary truth
claims cannot both be true. This understanding topples the whole “true for you
but not for me” mindset.

Logic also dispels the whole “all roads lead to the top of the mountain”
analogy that pluralists use. Logic shows that each belief system has its own
set of signs that point to radically different locations in the end. Logic shows
that the proper illustration of a search for spiritual truth is more like a maze—
one path makes it through to truth, while all others arrive at dead ends. All
faiths may have some surface similarities, but they differ in major ways in their
core doctrines.

The conclusion is that you can use reason and logic in matters of religion.
That being the case, pluralism (the belief that all truth claims are equally true
and valid) is ruled out because it is illogical and contradictory to believe that
diametrically opposing truth claims can both be right.

Next comes the big question: does God exist? Atheists and naturalists (who
do not accept anything beyond this physical world and universe) say “no.”
While volumes have been written and debates have raged throughout history
on this question, it is actually not difficult to answer. To give it proper attention,
you must first ask this question: Why do we have something rather than
nothing at all? In other words, how did you and everything around you get
here? The argument for God can be presented very simply:

Something exists.
You do not get something from nothing.
Therefore, a necessary and eternal Being exists.

You cannot deny you exist because you have to exist in order to deny your
own existence (which is self-defeating), so the first premise above is true. No
one has ever demonstrated that something can come from nothing unless



they redefine what ‘nothing’ is, so the second premise rings true. Therefore,
the conclusion naturally follows—an eternal Being is responsible for
everything that exists.

This is a position no thinking atheist denies; they just claim that the universe is
that eternal being. However, the problem with that stance is that all scientific
evidence points to the fact that the universe had a beginning (the ‘big bang’).
And everything that has a beginning must have a cause; therefore, the
universe had a cause and is not eternal. Because the only two sources of
eternality are an eternal universe (denied by all current empirical evidence) or
an eternal Creator, the only logical conclusion is that God exists. Answering
the question of God’s existence in the affirmative rules out atheism as a valid
belief system.

Now, this conclusion says nothing about what kind of God exists, but
amazingly enough, it does do one sweeping thing—it rules out all pantheistic
religions. All pantheistic worldviews say that the universe is God and is
eternal. And this assertion is false. So, Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, and all
other pantheistic religions are ruled out as valid belief systems.

Further, we learn some interesting things about this God who created the
universe. He is:

» Supernatural in nature (as He exists outside of His creation)

* Incredibly powerful (to have created all that is known)

« Eternal (self-existent, as He exists outside of time and space)
» Omnipresent (He created space and is not limited by it)

» Timeless and changeless (He created time)

» Immaterial (because He transcends space)

» Personal (the impersonal can’t create personality)

» Necessary (as everything else depends on Him)

« Infinite and singular (as you cannot have two infinites)

* Diverse yet has unity (as all multiplicity implies a prior singularity)
* Intelligent (supremely, to create everything)

 Purposeful (as He deliberately created everything)

» Moral (no moral law can exist without a lawgiver)



« Caring (or no moral laws would have been given)

This Being exhibits characteristics very similar to the God of Judaism, Islam,
and Christianity, which interestingly enough, are the only core faiths left
standing after atheism and pantheism have been eliminated. Note also that
one of the big questions in life (origins) is now answered: we know where we
came from.

This leads to the next question: can we know God? At this point, the need for
religion is replaced by something more important—the need for revelation. If
mankind is to know this God well, it is up to God to reveal Himself to His
creation. Judaism, Islam, and Christianity all claim to have a book that is
God’s revelation to man, but the question is which (if any) is actually true?
Pushing aside minor differences, the two core areas of dispute are 1) the New
Testament of the Bible 2) the person of Jesus Christ. Islam and Judaism both
claim the New Testament of the Bible is untrue in what it claims, and both
deny that Jesus is God incarnate, while Christianity affirms both to be true.

There is no faith on the planet that can match the mountains of evidence that
exist for Christianity. From the voluminous number of ancient manuscripts, to
the very early dating of the documents written during the lifetime of the
eyewitnesses (some only 15 years after Christ’s death), to the multiplicity of
the accounts (nine authors in 27 books of the New Testament), to the
archaeological evidence—none of which has ever contradicted a single claim
the New Testament makes—to the fact that the apostles went to their deaths
claiming they had seen Jesus in action and that He had come back from the
dead, Christianity sets the bar in terms of providing the proof to back up its
claims. The New Testament’s historical authenticity—that it conveys a truthful
account of the actual events as they occurred—is the only right conclusion to
reach once all the evidence has been examined.

When it comes to Jesus, one finds a very curious thing about Him—He
claimed to be God in the flesh. Jesus own words (e.g., “Before Abraham was
born | AM”), His actions (e.qg., forgiving sins, accepting worship), His sinless
and miraculous life (which He used to prove His truth claims over opposing
claims), and His resurrection all support His claims to be God. The New



Testament writers affirm this fact over and over again in their writings.

Now, if Jesus is God, then what He says must be true. And if Jesus said that
the Bible is inerrant and true in everything it says (which He did), this must
mean that the Bible is true in what it proclaims. As we have already learned,
two competing truth claims cannot both be right. So anything in the Islamic
Koran or writings of Judaism that contradict the Bible cannot be true. In fact,
both Islam and Judaism fail since they both say that Jesus is not God
incarnate, while the evidence says otherwise. And because we can indeed
know God (because He has revealed Himself in His written Word and in
Christ), all forms of agnosticism are refuted. Lastly, another big question of life
is answered—that of ethics—as the Bible contains clear instructions on how
mankind ought to live.

This same Bible proclaims that God cares deeply for mankind and wishes all
to know Him intimately. In fact, He cares so much that He became a man to
show His creation exactly what He is like. There are many men who have
sought to be God, but only one God who sought to be man so He could save
those He deeply loves from an eternity separated from Him. This fact
demonstrates the existential relevancy of Christianity and also answers that
last two big questions of life—meaning and destiny. Each person has been
designed by God for a purpose, and each has a destiny that awaits him—one
of eternal life with God or eternal separation from Him. This deduction (and
the point of God becoming a man in Christ) also refutes Deism, which says
God is not interested in the affairs of mankind.

In the end, we see that ultimate truth about God can be found and the
worldview maze successfully navigated by testing various truth claims and
systematically pushing aside falsehoods so that only the truth remains. Using
the tests of logical consistency, empirical adequacy, and existential relevancy,
coupled with asking the right questions, yields truthful and reasonable
conclusions about religion and God. Everyone should agree that the only
reason to believe something is that it is true—nothing more. Sadly, true belief
is a matter of the will, and no matter how much logical evidence is presented,
some will still choose to deny the God who is there and miss the one true path
to harmony with Him.



Read more:http://www.qgotquestions.org/correct-religion.html#ixzz2Ma6V3ITB

Question: "Why are there so many religions? Do all religions lead to
God?"

Answer:The existence of so many religions and the claim that all religions
lead to God without question confuses many who are earnestly seeking the
truth about God, with the end result sometimes being that some despair of
ever reaching the absolute truth on the subject. Or they end up embracing the
universalist claim that all religions lead to God. Of course, skeptics also point
to the existence of so many religions as proof that either you cannot know
God or that God simply does not exist.

Romans 1:19-21contains the biblical explanation for why there are so many
religions. The truth of God is seen and known by every human being because
God has made it so. Instead of accepting the truth about God and submitting
to it, most human beings reject it and seek their own way to understand God.
But this leads not to enlightenment regarding God, but to futility of thinking.
Here is where we find the basis of the “many religions.”

Many people do not want to believe in a God who demands righteousness
and morality, so they invent a God who makes no such requirements. Many
people do not want to believe in a God who declares it impossible for people
to earn their own way to heaven. So they invent a God who accepts people
into heaven if they have completed certain steps, followed certain rules,
and/or obeyed certain laws, at least to the best of their ability. Many people do
not want a relationship with a God who is sovereign and omnipotent. So they
imagine God as being more of a mystical force than a personal and sovereign
ruler.

The existence of so many religions is not an argument against God's
existence or an argument that truth about God is not clear. Rather, the



existence of so many religions is demonstration of humanity's rejection of the
one true God. Mankind has replaced Him with gods that are more to their
liking. This is a dangerous enterprise. The desire to recreate God in our own
image comes from the sin nature within us—a nature that will eventually “reap
destruction” (Galatians 6:7-8).

Do all religions lead to God? Actually they do. All but one leads to His
judgment. Only one—Christianity—leads to His forgiveness and eternal life.
No matter what religion one embraces, everyone will meet God after death
(Hebrews 9:27). All religions lead to God, but only one religion will result in
God's acceptance, because only through His salvation through faith in Jesus
Christ can anyone approach Him with confidence. The decision to embrace
the truth about God is important for a simple reason: eternity is an awfully long
time to be wrong. This is why right thinking about God is so critical.

Read more:http://www.gotquestions.org/so-many-
religions.himl#ixzz2Ma6ZsMrp

Question: "What is the definition of a cult?"

Answer:When we hear the word “cult,” we often think of a group that
worships Satan, sacrifices animals, or takes part in evil, bizarre, and pagan
rituals. However, in reality, most cults appear much more innocent. The
specific Christian definition of a cult is “a religious group that denies one or
more of the fundamentals of biblical truth.” In simpler terms, a cult is a group
that teaches something that will cause a person to remain unsaved if he/she
believes it. As distinct from a religion, a cult is a group that claims to be part of
the religion, yet denies essential truth(s) of that religion. A Christian cult is a
group that denies one or more of the fundamental truths of Christianity, while
still claiming to be Christian.

The two most common teachings of cults are that Jesus was not God and that
salvation is not by faith alone. A denial of the deity of Christ results in Jesus’
death not being a sufficient payment for our sins. A denial of salvation by faith
alone results in salvation being achieved by our own works, something the



Bible vehemently and consistently denies. The two most well-known examples
of cults are the Jehovah's Witnesses and Mormons. Both groups claim to be
Christian, yet both deny the deity of Christ and salvation by faith alone.
Jehovah's Witnesses and Mormons believe many things that are in agreement
with or similar to what the Bible teaches. However, the fact that they deny the
deity of Christ and preach a salvation by works qualifies them as a cult. Many
Jehovah’s Witnesses, Mormons, and members of other cults are “good
people” who genuinely believe they hold the truth. As Christians, our hope and
prayer must be that many people involved in the cults will see through the lies
and will be drawn to the truth of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ alone.

Read more:http://www.gotquestions.org/cult-definition.html#ixzz2Ma6pc8ed

Question: "What is the right religion for me?"

Answer:Fast food restaurants entice us by allowing us to order our food
exactly the way we want it. Some coffee shops boast over a hundred different
flavors and varieties of coffee. Even when buying houses and cars, we can
look for one with all the options and features we desire. We no longer live in
just a chocolate, vanilla, and strawberry world. Choice is king! You can find
about anything you want according to your own personal likes and needs.

So how about a religion that is just right for you? How about a religion that is
guilt-free, makes no demands, and is not encumbered with a lot of
bothersome do's and don'ts? It is out there, just as | have described. But is
religion something to be chosen like a favorite flavor of ice cream?

There are a lot of voices vying for our attention, so why should anyone
consider Jesus above, say, Muhammad or Confucius, Buddha, or Charles
Taze Russell, or Joseph Smith? After all, don't all roads lead to Heaven?
Aren't all religions basically the same? The truth is that all religions do not lead
to Heaven, just as all roads do not lead to Indiana.

Jesus alone speaks with the authority of God because Jesus alone conquered
death. Muhammad, Confucius, and the others molder in their graves to this



very day. But Jesus, by His own power, walked away from the tomb three
days after dying on a cruel Roman cross. Anyone with power over death
deserves our attention. Anyone with power over death deserves to be heard.

The evidence supporting the resurrection of Jesus is overwhelming. First,
there were over five hundred eye witnesses of the risen Christ! That is a lot of
eye witnesses. Five hundred voices cannot be ignored. There is also the
matter of the empty tomb. The enemies of Jesus could have easily stopped all
talk of the resurrection by producing His dead, decaying body, but there was
no dead body for them to produce! The tomb was empty! Could the disciples
have stolen His body? Hardly. To prevent such a contingency, the tomb of
Jesus had been heavily guarded by armed soldiers. Considering His closest
followers had fled in fear at His arrest and crucifixion, it is most unlikely this
ragtag band of frightened fishermen would have gone head to head against
trained, professional soldiers. Nor would they have sacrificed their lives and
become martyrs—as most of them did—for a fraud. The simple fact is that the
resurrection of Jesus cannot be explained away!

Again, anyone who has power over death deserves to be heard. Jesus proved
His power over death; therefore, we need to hear what He says. Jesus claims
to be the only way to salvation (John 14:6). He is not a way; He is not one of
many ways. Jesus is the way.

And this same Jesus says, "Come to me all you who labor and are heavily
burdened, and | will give you rest" (Matthew 11:28). This is a tough world and
life is difficult. Most of us are pretty well bloodied, bruised, and battle-scarred.
Agree? So what do you want? Restoration or mere religion? A living Savior or
one of many dead "prophets"? A meaningful relationship or empty rituals?
Jesus is not a choice—He is the choice!

Jesus is the right "religion" if you are looking for forgiveness (Acts 10:43).
Jesus is the right "religion" if you are looking for a meaningful relationship with
God (John 10:10). Jesus is the right "religion" if you are looking for an eternal
home in Heaven (John 3:16). Place your faith in Jesus Christ as your Savior;
you will not regret it! Trust in Him for the forgiveness of your sins; you will not
be disappointed.



If you want to have a "right relationship” with God, here is a sample prayer.
Remember, saying this prayer or any other prayer will not save you. It is only
trusting in Christ that can save you from sin. This prayer is simply a way to
express to God your faith in Him and thank Him for providing for your
salvation. "God, | know that | have sinned against you and am deserving of
punishment. But Jesus Christ took the punishment that | deserve so that
through faith in Him | could be forgiven. | place my trust in You for salvation.
Thank You for Your wonderful grace and forgiveness - the qift of eternal life!
Amen!"

Have you made a decision for Christ because of what you have read here? If
so, please click on the "l have accepted Christ today" button below.

Read more:http://www.qgotquestions.org/right-religion.html#ixzz2Ma6spAMq

Question: "If | convert to Christianity, my family will disown me, and |
will be persecuted. Should | follow Jesus?"

Answer:Converting to Christianity means becoming a follower of Jesus by
faith (John 10:26-30). Crowds flocked to Jesus, but most were not His true
followers. They just wanted to experience healing of their diseases, see Jesus
cast out demons, and eat their fill of the bread He miraculously provided.
Jesus warned them of the cost of following Him.

“Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: ‘If anyone
would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow
me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life
for me and for the gospel will save it. What good is it for a man to gain the
whole world, yet forfeit his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his
soul? If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful
generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his
Father’s glory with the holy angels™ (Mark 8:34-38).

Would you follow your own fleshly desires, or would you deny yourself and



follow Jesus? Do you value your earthly life or eternal life? Do you treasure
the goods of this world or the salvation of your soul? Do you fear being
ashamed of Jesus or fear Jesus being ashamed of you?

You pursue what you treasure. You go to work and sweat because you know
the rewards of a paycheck outweigh the temporary pleasure of reclining at
home in front of the T.V. If Jesus calls you, you will follow, knowing that losing
your earthly life is worth gaining eternal life.

Would you follow Jesus? Count the cost (Luke 14:25-33):

* Following Jesus costs your own life. Jesus said you must deny yourself,
taking up your cross. One who rejects the cross cannot be Christ’s disciple
(Luke 14:27).

* Following Jesus may cost the loss of family and friends. Jesus said His
coming often brings division between His followers and their families, friends,
and the world. Anyone who does not hate (meaning love less) his family is not
worthy of Christ (Matthew 10:32-39).

* Following Jesus may cost the loss of your possessions. One rich man
proudly thought he was good enough to go to heaven. “Jesus said to him, ‘If
you wish to be complete, go and sell your possessions and give to the poor,
and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me™ (Matthew 19:21).
Loving wealth more, the rich man sadly forsook Jesus.

* Following Jesus will cost facing persecution. Christians should expect
suffering as a normal part of belonging to the “man of sorrows” (See Isaiah 53
andJohn 15:18-21). Jesus even called the persecuted one “blessed,” saying
“rejoice and be glad for your reward in heaven is great” (SeeMatthew 5:10-
12).

God’s people have always faced persecution. The prophets were reviled,
tortured, and killed (Hebrews 11:37). History records that ten of Jesus’
disciples were executed for preaching Christ. Tradition states that Peter
insisted on being crucified upside down because he counted himself unworthy




to die in the same manner as his Lord. Yet he wrote, “If you are reviled for the
name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of God and of glory rests
on you” (1 Peter 4:14). The apostle Paul was jailed, beaten, shipwrecked, and
stoned numerous times for preaching Christ, but he considered suffering not
even worth mentioning compared to the reward he knew awaited in paradise
(Romans 8:18).

Following Jesus doesn’t necessarily mean you'll lose your possessions,
family, friends, and physical life, but are you willing?

While the cost of discipleship seems high, persecution brings earthly and
heavenly rewards. Through persecution, the Lord stays with believers
(Matthew 28:20;Hebrews 13:5); He knows their limits and gives grace (1
Corinthians 10:13;2 Corinthians 12:9); He rewards them in heaven (Matthew
5:10-12); He works persecution for good, shaping the believer’s character and
glorifying Himself (Romans 8:28). The rewards far outweigh the cost of
following Jesus!

Jesus suffered and died on the cross to take the believer’s punishment for sin.
The only way of forgiveness and eternal life is through faith in the Lord Jesus
(Ephesians 2:8-9). Although a Christian’s enduring persecution does not add
any saving merit to the perfect work of Christ, a true believer will faithfully
follow Jesus through suffering.

“For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you,
leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps, ‘who committed no sin,
nor was any deceit found in His mouth’ and while being reviled, He did not
revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting
Himself to Him who judges righteously; and He Himself bore our sins in His
body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by
His wounds you were healed. For you were continually straying like sheep,
but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls” (1
Peter 2:21-25).

Read more:http://www.gotquestions.org/convert-
persecution.html#ixzz2Ma6vMhl|8




Question: "Who are the Jehovah's Withesses and what are their
beliefs?"

Answer:The sect known today as the Jehovah's Witnesses started out in
Pennsylvania in 1870 as a Bible class led by Charles Taze Russell. Russell
named his group the “Millennial Dawn Bible Study.” Charles T. Russell began
writing a series of books he called “The Millennial Dawn,” which stretched to
six volumes before his death and contained much of the theology Jehovah’s
Witnesses now hold. After Russell's death in 1916, Judge J. F. Rutherford,
Russell's friend and successor, wrote the seventh and final volume of the
“Millennial Dawn” series, “The Finished Mystery,” in 1917. The Watchtower
Bible and Tract Society was founded in 1886 and quickly became the vehicle
through which the “Millennial Dawn” movement began distributing their views
to others. The group was known as the “Russellites” until 1931 when, due to a
split in the organization, it was renamed the “Jehovah’s Witnesses.” The
group from which it split became known as the “Bible students.”

What do Jehovah’s Witnesses believe? Close scrutiny of their doctrinal
position on such subjects as the deity of Christ, salvation, the Trinity, the Holy
Spirit, and the atonement shows beyond a doubt that they do not hold to
orthodox Christian positions on these subjects. Jehovah’s Witnesses believe
Jesus is Michael the archangel, the highest created being. This contradicts
many Scriptures which clearly declare Jesus to be God (John
1:1,14,8:58,10:30). Jehovah'’s Witnesses believe salvation is obtained by a
combination of faith, good works, and obedience. This contradicts countless
scriptures which declare salvation to be received by grace through faith (John
3:16;Ephesians 2:8-9;Titus 3:5). Jehovah’s Witnesses reject the Trinity,
believing Jesus to be a created being and the Holy Spirit to essentially be the
inanimate power of God. Jehovah’s Witnesses reject the concept of Christ’s
substitutionary atonement and instead hold to a ransom theory, that Jesus’
death was a ransom payment for Adam’s sin.

How do the Jehovah’s Witnesses justify these unbiblical doctrines? First, they
claim that the church has corrupted the Bible over the centuries; thus, they



have re-translated the Bible into what they call the New World Translation.
The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society altered the text of the Bible to make it
fit their false doctrine, rather than basing their doctrine on what the Bible
actually teaches. The New World Translation has gone through numerous
editions, as the Jehovah’s Witnesses discover more and more Scriptures that
contradict their doctrines.

The Watchtower bases its beliefs and doctrines on the original and expanded
teachings of Charles Taze Russell, Judge Joseph Franklin Rutherford, and
their successors. The governing body of the Watchtower Bible and Tract
Society is the only body in the cult that claims authority to interpret Scripture.
In other words, what the governing body says concerning any scriptural
passage is viewed as the last word, and independent thinking is strongly
discouraged. This is in direct opposition to Paul's admonition to Timothy (and
to us as well) to study to be approved by God, so that we need not be
ashamed as we correctly handle the Word of God. This admonition, found in2
Timothy 2:15, is a clear instruction from God to each of His children to be like
the Berean Christians, who searched the Scriptures daily to see if the things
they were being taught lined up with the Word.

There is probably no religious group that is more faithful than the Jehovah’s
Witnesses at getting their message out. Unfortunately, the message is full of
distortions, deceptions, and false doctrine. May God open the eyes of the
Jehovah’s Witnesses to the truth of the gospel and the true teaching of God’s
Word.

Read more:http://www.gotquestions.org/Jehovahs-
Witnesses.html#ixzz2Ma6xNZeC

Question: "l am a Jehovah's Witness. Why should | consider becoming a Christian?”

Answer: Perhaps the most important commonality between Evangelical Christians and
Jehovah’s Witnesses is our belief and trust in the Bible as the ultimate authority inspired
by God, on issues concerning God and His expectations for us. While we may understand
things differently, Jehovah’s Witnesses are to be highly commended for their dependence
on and diligence in studying the Holy Scriptures to know God and His will. Like the



Bereans, we would be wise to examine all things in life, in light of the Scriptures. To that
end, we shall examine verses of the New World Translation (the version of the Bible
published by their Watchtower Society) to clear up some common misunderstandings.

A Rose by Any Other Name...

Christians get their name from being followers and worshipers of Jesus Christ, first called
“Christians” in Antioch during Paul’s ministry (Acts 11:26). Paul repeatedly made it clear
that to be a Christian was to be a witness to men concerning the person of Christ, to be a
witness to the words and works of Christ. Jehovah’s Witnesses, on the other hand, believe
that we are to focus our worship exclusively on God the Father (who is sometimes
referred to in the Bible as “Jehovah”). This name, however, was a hybrid name created
by Christians by adding vowels to the tetragrammaton “YHWH,” which was the original
rendering which we now know as “Yahweh” in the Hebrew and “Jehovah” in the Greek.
Evangelical Christians understand Jesus to be God in all His fullness, equal in deity, but
different in function from God the Father. Christians acknowledge that one of the names
for God the Father is Jehovah; however, there are many other names and titles which the
Scriptures use in reference to God the Father.

Jehovah’s Witnesses understand Jesus to be Michael the Archangel, and categorically
deny His deity. As we shall see, if we understand Jesus to be anything other than God,
many verses present obvious contradictions. However, we know that God’s Word is
inerrant and does not contradict itself. Therefore, we must understand the truth of God’s
Word in a way that is consistent and faithful to His revelation. You will notice that these
same verses lack any contradiction if we understand Jesus to be God the Son—the fullness
of God in bodily form—who surrendered His rights to be the suffering servant and sacrifice
for our sin. (All verses are quoted directly from the Jehovah’s Witnesses New World
Translation.)

God’s Glory
(Verses regarding God the Father)

Isaiah 42:8 “I am Jehovah. That is my name; and to no one else shall | give my own glory,
neither my praise to graven images.”

Isaiah 48:11 “...And to no one else shall | give my own glory.”
(Verses regarding Jesus)

John 8:54 “...It is my Father that glorifies me, he who you say is YOUR God”



John 16:14 “That one will glorify me...”
John 17:1 “...Father, the hour has come; glorify your son...”

John 17:5 “So now you, Father, glorify me alongside yourself with the glory that | had
alongside you before the world was.”

Philippians 2:10 “so that in the name of Jesus every knee should bend of those in heaven
and those on earth and those under the ground”

Hebrews 5:5 “So too the Christ did not glorify himself by becoming a high priest, but [was
glorified by him] who spoke with reference to him; ‘You are my son; |, today, | have
become your father.”

The Savior

(About the Father)

Isaiah 43:3 “For | am Jehovah your God, the Holy One of Israel your Savior.”

Isaiah 43:11 “l am Jehovah and besides me there is no savior.”

Isaiah 45:21 “Is it not I, Jehovah besides whom there is no other God; a righteous God and
a Savior, there being none excepting me?”

(About Jesus)
Luke 2:11 “because there was born to you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord...”

Acts 13:23 “From the offspring of this [man] according to his promise God has brought to
Israel a savior, Jesus.”

Titus 1:4 “...May there be underserved kindness and peace from God [the] Father and
Christ Jesus our Savior.”

Whose name are we to have faith in?
(said about Jesus or by Jesus)

John 14:12 “Most truly | say to YOU, He that exercises faith in me, that one also will do
the works that | do...”



Acts 4:12 “Furthermore, there is no salvation in anyone else, for there is not another
name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved.”

Acts 26:18 “...and inheritance among those sanctified by [their] faith in me.”

Revelation 2:13 “l know where you are dwelling, that is where the throne of Satan is, and
yet you keep on holding fast my name, and you did not deny your faith in me...”

John 20:28 “In answer Thomas said to him: My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him:
Because you have seen me have you believed?

John 20:31 “ But these have been written down that YOU may believe that Jesus is the
Christ the Son of God, and that, because of believing YOU may have life by means of his

name.”

Acts 2:38 “Peter [said] to them: ‘Repent, and let each one of YOU be baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ...”

1 John 3:23 “Indeed, this is his commandment, that we have faith in the name of his Son
Jesus Christ...”

Created or Creator?

Jehovah’s Witnesses teach that Jehovah created Jesus as an angel, and that Jesus then
created all other things. What do the scriptures say?

(About the Father)

Isaiah 66:2 “Now all these things my own hand has made, so that all these came to be.”
Isaiah 44:24 “...I, Jehovah, am doing everything, stretching out the heavens, by myself...”
(About Jesus)

John 1:3 “All things came into existence through him, and apart from him not even one
thing came into existence.” If all things came into existence through Jesus, He could not
have been created because He is included in the “all things.”

Status, Names and Titles of Jesus and Jehovah

Isaiah 9:6 “For there has been a child born to us, there has been a son given to us, and
the princely rule will come to be upon his shoulder. And his name will be called



Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.”

Revelation 1:8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says Jehovah God, “the One who is and
who was and who is coming, the Almighty.”

Revelation 1:17-18 “...I am the First and the Last, and the living one, and | became dead,
but, look! | am living forever and ever, and | have the keys to death and of Hades.”

Revelation 2:8 “...These are the things that he says, ‘the First and the Last, who became
dead, and came to life [again]”

Revelation 22:12-16 “Look! | am coming quickly, and the reward | give is with me, to
render to each one as his work is. | am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last,
the beginning and the end...I, Jesus, sent my angel to bear witness to you people of these
things for the congregations. | am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright
morning star.”

Revelation 21:6-7 “l am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To anyone
thirsting | will give from the fountain of the water of life free. Anyone conquering will
inherit these things, and | shall be his God and he will be my son.” If Jehovah is the Alpha
and Omega (the first and last Greek letters), then the “first and the last” must refer to
Jehovah, so the Witnesses claim. But when did Jehovah become dead? The only “first and
last” who died and lived again is Jesus.

Hebrews 1:13 “But with reference to which one of the angels has he ever said ‘Sit at my
right hand, until | place your enemies as a stool for your feet”?

Truth and Unity

Jesus’ substitutionary atonement was accepted for one reason: God accepts only His own
righteousness. The righteousness of a man or an angel is insufficient to hold up to the
holy and perfect standard of God’s righteous law. Jesus was the only suitable sacrifice
because He was the righteousness of God, and as God’s law required shed blood, Jesus
took on flesh so that He might be a ransom for all who believe in His name.

Notice that if we understand Jesus to be God incarnate, then all the above verses can be
understood to be true and mutually consistent in their claims. They can also be
understood clearly with plain reason, taken at face value. However, if we attempt to
suggest that Jesus is something less than God—Michael the archangel—then these verses
are mutually exclusive and cannot both be true, when taken in their natural context.
Therefore, the truth of God’s Word necessitates that we must come to another
understanding in which all Scripture is unified, interconnected, interdependent, inerrant



and true. That unifying truth can be found only in the person and deity of Jesus Christ.
May we see the truth revealed in Scripture as it is, not as we would each have it to be,
and may God receive all the glory.

If you have any questions about Jesus as God incarnate, please ask us. If you are ready to
place your trust in this God incarnate Jesus, you can speak the following words to God:
“Father God, | know that | am a sinner and am worthy of your wrath. | recognize and
believe that Jesus is the only Savior, and that only by being God, could Jesus be the
Savior. | place my trust in Jesus alone to save me. Father God, please forgive me, cleanse
me, and change me. Thank you for your wonderful grace and mercy!

Have you placed your full trust in Jesus Christ as your Savior because of what you have
read here? If so, please click on the "l have accepted Christ today” button below.

Question: "How can | recognize a false teacher / false prophet?"

Answer:Jesus warned us that “false Christs and false prophets” will come
and will attempt to deceive even God’s elect (Matthew 24:23-27; see also2
Peter 3:3andJude 17-18). The best way to guard yourself against falsehood
and false teachers is to know the truth. To spot a counterfeit, study the real
thing. Any believer who “correctly handles the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15)
and who makes a careful study of the Bible can identify false doctrine. For
example, a believer who has read the activities of the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit inMatthew 3:16-17will immediately question any doctrine that denies the
Trinity. Therefore, step one is to study the Bible and judge all teaching by
what the Scripture says.

Jesus said “a tree is recognized by its fruit” (Matthew 12:33). When looking for
“fruit,” here are three specific tests to apply to any teacher to determine the
accuracy of his or her teaching:

1) What does this teacher say about Jesus? InMatthew 16:15-16, Jesus asks,
“Who do you say | am?” Peter answers, “You are the Christ, the Son of the

living God,” and for this answer Peter is called “blessed.” In2 John 9, we read,
“Anyone who runs ahead and does not continue in the teaching of Christ does




not have God; whoever continues in the teaching has both the Father and the
Son.” In other words, Jesus Christ and His work of redemption is of utmost
importance; beware of anyone who denies that Jesus is equal with God, who
downplays Jesus’ sacrificial death, or who rejects Jesus’ humanity.First John
2:22says, “Who is the liar? It is the man who denies that Jesus is the Christ.
Such a man is the antichrist—he denies the Father and the Son.”

2) Does this teacher preach the gospel? The gospel is defined as the good
news concerning Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection, according to the
Scriptures (1 Corinthians 15:1-4). As nice as they sound, the statements “God
loves you,” “God wants us to feed the hungry,” and “God wants you to be
wealthy” are not the complete message of the gospel. As Paul warns
inGalatians 1:7, “Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion and
are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ.” No one, not even a great preacher,
has the right to change the message that God gave us. “If anybody is
preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let him be eternally
condemned!” (Galatians 1:9).

3) Does this teacher exhibit character qualities that glorify the Lord? Speaking
of false teachers,Jude 11says, “They have taken the way of Cain; they have
rushed for profit into Balaam’s error; they have been destroyed in Korah’s
rebellion.” In other words, a false teacher can be known by his pride (Cain’s
rejection of God'’s plan), greed (Balaam’s prophesying for money), and
rebellion (Korah’s promotion of himself over Moses). Jesus said to beware of
such people and that we would know them by their fruits (Matthew 7:15-20).

For further study, review those books of the Bible that were written specifically
to combat false teaching within the church: Galatians, 2 Peter, 1 John, 2 John,
and Jude. It is often difficult to spot a false teacher/false prophet. Satan
masquerades as an angel of light (2 Corinthians 11:14), and his ministers
masquerade as servants of righteousness (2 Corinthians 11:15). Only by
being thoroughly familiar with the truth will we be able to recognize a
counterfeit.

Read more:http://www.gotquestions.org/false-teachers.html#ixzz2Ma7CSOoL




Question: "What is Mormonism? What do Mormons believe?"

Answer:The Mormon religion (Mormonism), whose followers are known as
Mormons and Latter Day Saints (LDS), was founded less than two hundred
years ago by a man named Joseph Smith. He claimed to have received a
personal visit from God the Father and Jesus Christ who told him that all
churches and their creeds were an abomination. Joseph Smith then set out to
begin a brand-new religion that claims to be the “only true church on earth.”
The problem with Mormonism is that it contradicts, modifies, and expands on
the Bible. Christians have no reason to believe that the Bible is not true and
adequate. To truly believe in and trust God means to believe in His Word, and
all Scripture is inspired by God, which means it comes from Him (2 Timothy
3:16).

Mormons believe that there are in fact four sources of divinely inspired words,
not just one: 1) The Bible “as far as it is translated correctly.” Which verses
are considered incorrectly translated is not always made clear. 2) The Book of
Mormon, which was “translated” by Smith and published in 1830. Smith
claimed it is the “most correct book” on earth and that a person can get closer
to God by following its precepts “than by any other book.” 3) The Doctrine and
Covenants, containing a collection of modern revelations regarding the
“Church of Jesus Christ as it has been restored.” 4) The Pearl of the Great
Price, which is considered by Mormons to “clarify” doctrines and teachings
that were lost from the Bible and adds its own information about the earth's
creation.

Mormons believe the following about God: He has not always been the
Supreme Being of the universe, but attained that status through righteous
living and persistent effort. They believe God the Father has a “body of flesh
and bones as tangible as man’s.” Though abandoned by modern Mormon
leaders, Brigham Young taught that Adam actually was God and the father of
Jesus Christ. In contrast, Christians know this about God: there is only one
true God (Deuteronomy 6:4;lsaiah 43:10;44:6-8), He always has existed and
always will exist (Deuteronomy 33:27;Psalm 90:2;1 Timothy 1:17), and He




was not created but is the Creator (Genesis 1;Psalm 24:1;lsaiah 37:16). He is
perfect, and no one else is equal to Him (Psalm 86:8;lsaiah 40:25). God the
Father is not a man, nor was He ever (Numbers 23:19;1 Samuel 15:29;Hosea
11:9). He is Spirit (John 4:24), and Spirit is not made of flesh and bone (Luke
24:39).

Mormons believe that there are different levels or kingdoms in the afterlife: the
celestial kingdom, the terrestrial kingdom, the telestial kingdom, and outer
darkness. Where mankind will end up depends on what they believe and do in
this life. In contrast, the Bible tells us that after death, we go to heaven or hell
based on whether or not we had faith in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior.
To be absent from our bodies means, as believers, we are with the Lord (2
Corinthians 5:6-8). Unbelievers are sent to hell or the place of the dead (Luke
16:22-23). When Jesus comes the second time, we will receive new bodies (1
Corinthians 15:50-54). There will be a new heaven and new earth for
believers (Revelation 21:1), and unbelievers will be thrown into an everlasting
lake of fire (Revelation 20:11-15). There is no second chance for redemption
after death (Hebrews 9:27).

Mormon leaders have taught that Jesus’ incarnation was the result of a
physical relationship between God the Father and Mary. Mormons believe
Jesus is a god, but that any human can also become a god. Mormonism
teaches that salvation can be earned by a combination of faith and good
works. Contrary to this, Christians historically have taught that no one can
achieve the status of God—only He is holy (1 Samuel 2:2). We can only be
made holy in God's sight through faith in Him (1_Corinthians 1:2). Jesus is the
only begotten Son of God (John 3:16), is the only one ever to have lived a
sinless, blameless life, and now has the highest place of honor in heaven
(Hebrews 7:26). Jesus and God are one in essence, Jesus being the only
One existing before physical birth (John 1:1-8;8:56). Jesus gave Himself to us
as a sacrifice, God raised Him from the dead, and one day everyone will
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord (Philippians 2:6-11). Jesus tells us it is
impossible to get to heaven by our own works and that only by faith in Him is it
possible (Matthew 19:26). We all deserve eternal punishment for our sins, but
God's infinite love and grace have allowed us a way out. “For the wages of sin
is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans




6:23).

Clearly, there is only one way to receive salvation and that is to know God and
His Son, Jesus (John 17:3). It is not done by works, but by faith (Romans
1:17;3:28). We can receive this gift no matter who we are or what we have
done (Romans 3:22). “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other
name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).

Although Mormons are usually friendly, loving, and kind people, they are
deceived by a false religion that distorts the nature of God, the Person of
Jesus Christ, and the means of salvation.

Read more:http://www.gotquestions.org/Mormons.html#ixzz2Ma7Ermoj

Please note - by this article, we are not claiming that all who are involved in
Freemasonry are cultists, or that all Freemasons believe all the items
mentioned below. What we are saying is this - Freemasonry at its core is not a
Christian organization. There are many Christians who have left Freemasonry
after discovering what it is truly all about. Please visitEx-Masons for Jesusfor
more information. There are also good and godly men, true believers in Christ
who are Freemasons. It is our contention that this is because they do not truly
understand Freemasonry. Each person should pray for wisdom and
discernment from the Lord as to whether to be involved with Freemasonry.
This article was reviewed and approved for accuracy by a former Worshipful
Master of a Blue Lodge.

Question: "What is Free Masonry and what do Free Masons believe?"

Answer:Freemasonry, Eastern Star, and other similar "secret" organizations
appear to be harmless fellowship gatherings. Many of them appear to promote
belief in God. However, upon closer examination, we find that the only belief
requirement is not that one must believe in the True and Living God, but
rather, that one must believe in the existence of a “Supreme Being”, which
includes the “gods” of Islam, Hinduism, or any other world religion. The



unbiblical and anti-Christian beliefs and practices of this organization are
partially hidden beneath an outward appearance of a supposed compatibility
with the Christian faith. The following is a comparison of what the Bible says
with the "official" position of Freemasonry:

Salvation from Sin:
The Bible’s View: Jesus became the sinner’s sacrifice before God when He

shed His blood and died as the propitiation (payment) for the sins of all those
who would ever believe (Ephesians 2:8-9,Romans 5:8,John 3:16).

Mason’s View: The very process of joining the Lodge requires Christians to
ignore the exclusivity of Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. According to
Freemasonry, a person will be saved and go to heaven as a result of his good
works and personal self-improvement.

The View of the Bible:

The Bible’s View: The supernatural and plenary inspiration of the Scriptures—
that they are inerrant and that their teachings and authority are absolute,
supreme, and final. The Bible is the Word of God (2 Timothy 3:16,1
Thessalonians 2:13).

Mason’s View: The Bible is only one of several “Volume(s) of Sacred Law,” all
of which are deemed to be equally important in Freemasonry. The Bible is an
important book, only as far as those members who claim to be Christians are
concerned, just as the Koran is important to Muslims. The Bible is not
considered to be the exclusive Word of God, nor is it considered to be God’s
sole revelation of himself to humankind; but only one of many religious
sourcebooks. It is a good guide for morality. The Bible is used primarily as a
symbol of God'’s will, which can also be captured in other sacred texts, like the
Koran or Rig Vedas.

The Doctrine of God:

The Bible’s View: There is one God. The various names of God refer to the



God of Israel and reveal certain attributes of God. To worship other gods or to
call upon other deities is idolatry (Exodus 20:3). Paul spoke of idolatry as a
heinous sin (1_Corinthians 10:14) and John said that idolaters will perish in
hell (Revelation 21:8).

Mason’s View: All members must believe in a deity. Different religions
(Christianity, Judaism, Islam, etc.) acknowledge the same God, only call Him
different names. Freemasonry invites people of all faiths, even if they use
different names for the ‘Nameless One of a hundred names,’ they are yet
praying to the one God and Father of all.

The Doctrine of Jesus and the Trinity:

The Bible’s View: Jesus was God in human form (Matthew 1:18-24,John 1:1).
Jesus is the second person of the trinity (Matthew 28:19,Mark 1:9-11). While
on earth, He was fully human (Mark 4:38,Matthew 4:2) and fully divine (John
20:28,John 1:1-2,Acts 4:10-12). Christians should pray in Jesus’ nhame and
proclaim Him before others, regardless of offense to non-Christians (John
14:13-14,1 John 2:23,Acts 4:18-20).

Mason’s View: There is no exclusivity in Jesus Christ or the Triune God who is
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; therefore there is no doctrine of the deity of
Jesus Christ. It is deemed to be un-Masonic to invoke the name of Jesus
when praying, or mention His name in the Lodge. Suggesting that Jesus is the
only way to God contradicts the principle of tolerance. The name of Jesus has
been omitted from biblical verses that are used in Masonic rituals. Jesus is on
the same level as other religious leaders.

Human Nature and Sin:

The Bible’s View: All humans are born with a sinful nature, are totally
depraved, and need a Savior from sin (Romans 3:23,Romans 5:12,Psalm
51:5,Ephesians 2:1). The Bible denies that because of the Fall, humanity has
within itself the capacity for moral perfection (1 John 1:8-10,Romans 1:18-25).

Mason’s View: Through symbols and emblems, Masons teach that man is not



sinful, just “rude and imperfect by nature”. Human beings are able to improve
their character and behavior in various ways, including acts of charity, moral
living, and voluntary performance of civic duty. Humanity possesses the ability
of moving from imperfection toward total perfection. Moral and spiritual
perfection lies within men and women.

When a Christian takes the oath of Freemasonry, he is swearing to the
following doctrines that God has pronounced false and sinful:

1. That salvation can be gained by man’s good works.

2. That Jesus is just one of many equally revered prophets.

3. That they will remain silent in the Lodge and not talk of Christ.

4. That they are approaching the Lodge in spiritual darkness and ignorance,
when the Bible says Christians are already in the light, children of the light,
and are indwelt by the Light of the World—Jesus Christ.

5. By demanding that Christians take the Masonic oath, Masonry leads
Christians into blasphemy and taking the name of the Lord in vain.

6. Masonry teaches that its G.A.O.T.U. [Great Architect of the Universe],
whom Masonry believes is the true God of the universe, is representative of
all gods in all religions.

7. Masonry makes Christians take a universalist approach in their prayers,
demanding a “generic’ name be used so as not to offend non-believers who
are Masonic “brothers”.

8. By swearing the Masonic oath and participating in the doctrines of the
Lodge, Christians are perpetuating a false gospel to other Lodge members,
who look only to Masonry’s plan of salvation to get to heaven. By their very
membership in such a syncretistic type organization, they have severely
compromised their witnessing as Christians.

9. By taking the Masonic obligation, the Christian is agreeing to allow the
pollution of his mind, spirit, and body by those who serve false gods and
believe false doctrines.

As you can see, Masonry denies and contradicts the clear teaching of
Scripture and numerous issues. Masonry also requires people to engage in
activities which the Bible condemns. As a result, a Christian should not be a
member of any secret society or organization that has any connection with



Freemasonry.

Read more:http://www.gotquestions.org/free-masonry.html#ixzz2Ma7JPtb1

Question: "What is Judaism and what do Jews believe?"

Answer:What is Judaism, and who or what is a Jew? |s Judaism simply a
religion? Is it a cultural identity or just an ethnic group? Are Jews a clan of
people or are they a nation? What do Jews believe, and do they all believe the
same things?

Dictionary definitions of a “Jew” include “a member of the tribe of Judah,” “an
Israelite,” “a member of a nation existing in Palestine from the 6th century
B.C. to the 1st century A.D.,” “a person belonging to a continuation through
descent or conversion of the ancient Jewish people,” and “one whose religion
is Judaism.”

According to rabbinical Judaism, a Jew is one who has a Jewish mother or
one who has formally converted to Judaism.Leviticus 24:10is often cited to
give this belief credibility, although the Torah makes no specific claim in
support of this tradition. Some rabbis say that it has nothing to do with what
the individual actually believes. These rabbis tell us that a Jew does not need
to be a follower of Jewish laws and customs to be considered Jewish. In fact,
a Jew can have no belief in God at all and still be Jewish based on the above
rabbinical interpretation.

Other rabbis make it clear that unless the person follows the precepts of the
Torah and accepts the “Thirteen Principles of Faith” of Maimonides (Rabbi
Moshe ben Maimon, one of the greatest medieval Jewish scholars), he cannot
be a Jew. Although this person may be a “biological’ Jew, he has no real
connection to Judaism.



In the Torah—the first five books of the Bible—Genesis 14:13teaches that
Abram, commonly recognized as the first Jew, was described as a “Hebrew.”
The name “Jew” comes from the name of Judah, one of the twelve sons of
Jacob and one of the twelve tribes of Israel. Apparently the name “Jew”
originally referred only to those who were members of the tribe of Judah, but
when the kingdom was divided after the reign of Solomon (1 Kings 12), the
term referred to anyone in the kingdom of Judah, which included the tribes of
Judah, Benjamin, and Levi. Today, many believe that a Jew is anyone who is
a physical descendant of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, regardless of which of
the original twelve tribes he descends from.

So, what is it that Jews believe, and what are the basic precepts of Judaism?
There are five main forms or sects of Judaism in the world today. They are
Orthodox, Conservative, Reformed, Reconstructionist, and Humanistic. The
beliefs and requirements in each group differ dramatically; however, a short
list of the traditional beliefs of Judaism would include the following:

God is the creator of all that exists; He is one, incorporeal (without a body),
and He alone is to be worshipped as absolute ruler of the universe.

The first five books of the Hebrew Bible were revealed to Moses by God. They
will not be changed or augmented in the future.

God has communicated to the Jewish people through prophets.

God monitors the activities of humans; He rewards individuals for good deeds
and punishes evil.

Although Christians base much of their faith on the same Hebrew Scriptures
as Jews do, there are major differences in belief: Jews generally consider
actions and behavior to be of primary importance; beliefs come out of actions.
This conflicts with conservative Christians for whom belief is of primary
importance and actions are a result of that belief.

Jewish belief does not accept the Christian concept of original sin (the belief
that all people have inherited Adam and Eve's sin when they disobeyed God's



instructions in the Garden of Eden).

Judaism affirms the inherent goodness of the world and its people as
creations of God.

Jewish believers are able to sanctify their lives and draw closer to God by
fulfilling mitzvoth (divine commandments).

No savior is needed or is available as an intermediary.
The 613 commandments found in Leviticus and other books regulate all

aspects of Jewish life. The Ten Commandments, as delineated inExodus
20:1-17andDeuteronomy 5:6-21, form a brief synopsis of the Law.

The Messiah (anointed one of God) will arrive in the future and gather Jews
once more into the land of Israel. There will be a general resurrection of the
dead at that time. The Jerusalem Temple, destroyed in A.D. 70 by the
Romans, will be rebuilt.

Beliefs about Jesus vary considerably. Some view Him as a great moral
teacher. Others see Him as a false prophet or as an idol of Christianity. Some
sects of Judaism will not even say His name due to the prohibition against
saying an idol's name.

The Jews are often referred to as God's chosen people. This does not mean
that they are in any way to be considered superior to other groups. Bible
verses such asExodus 19:5simply state that God has selected Israel to
receive and study the Torah, to worship God only, to rest on the Sabbath, and
to celebrate the festivals. Jews were not chosen to be better than others; they
were simply selected to be a light to the Gentiles and to be a blessing to all
the nations.

Read more:http://www.gotquestions.org/Judaism.html#ixzz2Ma7MR3sG




Question: "Are Jews saved because they are God's chosen people? Do
Jews have to believe in Jesus Christ to be saved?"

Answer:Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life; no one comes to the
Father but by Me” (John 14:6). The “no one” He referred to includes Jews and
Gentiles. Jews are not saved because they are God’s chosen people, but
because they believe in Jesus Christ as their true Messiah. There are many
Messianic Jews who have accepted Yeshua (the Hebrew word for “Jesus”) as
their Messiah.

However, there is no doubt that the Jews are still God’s chosen people. “For
you are a holy people unto the LORD your God: the LORD your God hath
chosen you to be a special people unto himself, above all people that are
upon the face of the earth. The LORD did not set his love upon you, nor
choose you, because you were more in number than any people; for you were
the fewest of all people: But because the LORD loved you, and because he
would keep the oath which he had sworn unto your fathers...” (Deuteronomy
7:6-8).

From all the nations and people on the earth, why exactly did God “choose”
the Jews? John Gill, in hisExposition of the Entire Bible, says the Jews were
“chosen for special service and worship, and to enjoy special privileges and
benefits, civil and religious; though they were not chosen to special grace...or
eternal glory.” The Jews were chosen to be a blessing to all the nations of the
earth (Genesis 12). The Jews were chosen to be a light to the Gentiles. So
then, are all Jews “saved” just because they are Jews?

According to many modern rabbinical scholars the Christian concept of
salvation from sin has no equal in Judaism. Judaism does not believe that
man, by his nature, is evil or sinful and therefore believes that man has no
need to be “saved” from an eternal damnation. In fact, most Jews today do not
believe in a place of eternal punishment or a literal hell. The Hebrew root word
for “sin” ischayt, which literally means “to miss the mark.” It is a term
commonly used in archery, of one who “misses the mark” of the bull's-eye.
When a Jew misses the mark and occasionally falls into the sin of failing to
fulfill the laws of God, the belief is that he can obtain forgiveness through



prayer, repentance and doing good deeds.

The book of Leviticus (17:11), the third book of the Torah, clearly gives the
prescription for forgiveness: “For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and | have
given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for your souls: for it is the
blood that makes atonement for the soul.” The temple sacrifice was always
the centerpiece for Jewish atonement. Once a year, on the Day of Atonement
(Yom Kippur), the Levitical High Priest would enter the Holy of Holies in the
temple and sprinkle the blood of the sacrifice on the mercy seat. Through this
yearly act, atonement was made for the sins of all Israel, but the Holy Temple
was destroyed in A.D. 70, and for almost 2,000 years, Jews have been
without a temple, a sacrifice, and a means of atonement.

TheBrit Chadasha(the New Covenant or New Testament) teaches us that the
Jewish Messiah, Jesus Christ, came to the “lost sheep of the house of Israel”
(Matthew 15:24) precisely at the time preceding the destruction of the Jewish
temple in Jerusalem. “But when Messiah arrived as a High Priest of the good
things to come, He entered through the greater and more complete
Tabernacle, not made with hands—that is, not of this creation—and not
through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He entered
into the Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption. For if the
blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling those who have
been made common, sanctify for the cleansing of the flesh, how much more
shall the blood of Messiah, Who through the eternal Spirit, offered Himself
without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve
the Living God?” (Hebrews 9:11-14).

The New Testament teaches that all of us, Jews and Gentiles, have “missed
the mark” (Romans 3:23). All of us are under the consequences of sin, and
“the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23). We are all in need of salvation
from our sin; we are all in need of a Savior. The New Testament teaches that
Jesus the Messiah is “the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the
Father” but through Him (John 14:6) And, most importantly, “there is salvation
in no one else; for there is no other name under Heaven given among men by
which it is necessary for us to be saved" (Acts 4:12).




For the Jews, Jesus the Messiah has come as High Priest and through His
once-for-all sacrifice for sin offers complete atonement to all people. For there
is “no distinction” between Jew and Gentile (Romans 10:12). Yes, the Jews
are God’s chosen people, and through them came the Jewish Messiah to
bless all the nations of the earth. And it is only through Jesus that Jews can
find God’s complete atonement and forgiveness.

While individual Jews must come to Christ for salvation, God is still not
finished with Israel as a nation. The Bible tells us that in the end times, Israel
will finally recognize Jesus as their Messiah (Zechariah 12:10).Jeremiah
33:8,Ezekiel 11:17, andRomans 11:26predict that in the end times Israel will
be regenerated, restored, and regathered in their homeland. This regathering
took place in 1948 when Israel was recognized as a sovereign country by the
United Nations. (Please see our article onlsrael’s role in the end times.)
Clearly, God is not finished with the Jewish people.

Read more:http://www.gotquestions.org/Jews-saved.html#ixzz2Ma7REDWT

Question: "If the Jewish people do not offer animal sacrifices, how do
they believe they can receive forgiveness from God?"

Answer:For the most part, the Jewish practice of animal sacrifice to receive
forgiveness stopped in the year A.D. 70 when the Roman army destroyed the
Holy Temple in Jerusalem, the place where sacrifices were offered. The
practice was briefly resumed during the Jewish War of A.D. 132-135, but was
ended permanently after that war was lost. There were also a few
communities that continued sacrifices for a while after that time.

Essentially, Jews stopped offering sacrifices because they didn't have a
proper place to offer them. The Torah (the Law of Moses) specifically
commanded Israel not to offer sacrifices wherever they felt like it. They were
only permitted to offer sacrifices in the one place that God has chosen for that
purpose (seeDeuteronomy 12:13-14).

Today, modern Jews believe that forgiveness for sins is obtained through



repentance, prayer and good deeds. They use verses like the one found
inHosea 6:6which says, “For | delight in loyalty rather than sacrifice, And in
the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.”

But both the Old and New Testaments are very clear: “For the life of the flesh
is in the blood, and | have given it to you on the altar to make atonement for
your souls; for it is the blood by reason of the life that makes atonement”
(Leviticus 17:11). And also, “All things are cleansed with blood, and without
shedding of blood there is no forgiveness” (Hebrews 9:22).

Jesus Christ, the Jewish Messiah, was offered up as the once-for-all sacrifice
for sin. Less than a generation later, the Jewish temple was destroyed
because the need for animal sacrifices no longer existed. Animal sacrifices
were merely a “type” of the perfect Sacrifice—the Lamb of God who takes
away the sins of the world. The sacrifice of Christ paid the debt for the sins of
mankind, both Jew and Gentile.

Read more:http://www.gotquestions.org/Jewish-
sacrifices.html#tixzz2Ma7U7Nny

Question: "Why do most Jews reject Jesus as the Messiah?"

Answer:The Jews rejected Jesus because He failed, in their eyes, to do what
they expected their Messiah to do—destroy evil and all their enemies and
establish an eternal kingdom with Israel as the preeminent nation in the world.
The prophecies in Isaiah and Psalm 22 describe a suffering Messiah who
would be persecuted and killed, but the Jews chose to focus instead on those
prophecies that discuss His glorious victories, not His crucifixion.

The commentaries in the Talmud, written before the onset of Christianity,
clearly discuss the Messianic prophecies of Isaiah 53 and Psalm 22 and
puzzle over how these would be fulfilled with the glorious setting up of the
kingdom of the Messiah. After the church used these prophecies to prove the
claims of Christ, the Jews took the position that the prophecies did not refer to
the Messiah, but to Israel or some other person.



The Jews believed that the Messiah, the prophet which Moses spoke about,
would come and deliver them from Roman bondage and set up a kingdom
where they would be the rulers. Two of the disciples, James and John, even
asked to sit at Jesus' right and left in His kingdom when He came into His
glory. The people of Jerusalem also thought He would deliver them. They
shouted praises to God for the mighty works they had seen Jesus do, and
called out "Hosanna, save us" when He rode into Jerusalem on a donkey
(Matthew 21:9). They treated Him like a conquering king. Then when He
allowed Himself to be arrested, tried and crucified on a cursed cross, the
people stopped believing that He was the promised prophet. They rejected
their Messiah (Matthew 27:22).

Note that Paul tells the church that the spiritual blindness of Israel is a
"mystery" that had not previously been revealed (Romans chapters 9-11). For
thousands of years, Israel had been the one nation that looked to God while
the Gentile nations generally rejected the light and chose to live in spiritual
darkness. Israel and her inspired prophets revealed monotheism—one God
who was personally interested in mankind's destiny of heaven or hell, the path
to salvation, the written Word with the Ten Commandments. Yet Israel
rejected her prophesied Messiah, and the promises of the kingdom of heaven
were postponed. A veil of spiritual blindness fell upon the eyes of the Jews
who previously were the most spiritually discerning people. As Paul explained,
this hardening on the part of Israel led to the blessing of the Gentiles who
would believe in Jesus and accept Him as Lord and Savior.

Two thousand years after He came to the nation of Israel as their Messiah,
Christ is still (for the most part) rejected by the Jews. Many Jews today (some
say at least half of all living Jews) identify themselves as Jewish but prefer to
remain “secular.” They identify with no particular Jewish movement and have
no understanding or affiliation with any Jewish biblical roots. The concept of
Messiah as expressed in the Hebrew Scriptures or Judaism’s “13 Principles of
Faith” is foreign to most Jews today.

But one concept is generally held as universal: Jews must have nothing to do
with Jesus! Most Jews today perceive the last 2,000 years of historical Jewish



persecution to be at the hands of so-called “Christians.” From the Crusades,
to the Inquisition, to the pogroms in Europe, to Hitler's Holocaust—Jews
ultimately believe that they are being held responsible for the death of Jesus
Christ and are being persecuted for that reason. They, therefore, reject Him
today.

The good news is that many Jews are turning to Christ today. The God of
Israel has always been faithful to keep a “remnant” of believing Jews to
Himself. In the United States alone, some estimates say that there are over
100,000 Jewish believers in Jesus, and the numbers are growing all the time.

Read more:http://www.gotquestions.org/Jews-reject-
Jesus.html#ixzz2Ma7IXwi1V

Question: "Do Christians and Muslims worship the same God?"

Answer:The Muslim and Christian views of God have some similarities.
Christians believe in one eternal God Who created the universe, and Muslims
apply these attributes to Allah. Both view God as all-powerful, all-knowing,
and all-present.

A vital difference between the Islamic and Christian views of God is the
biblical concept of the Trinity. In the Bible, God has revealed Himself as one
God in three Persons: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.
While each Person of the Trinity is fully God, God is not three gods but three
in one.

God’s Son came in the form of man, a truth called the incarnation (Luke 1:30-
35;John 1:14;Colossians 2:9;1 John 4:1-3). The Lord Jesus Christ conquered
the penalty and power of sin by dying on the cross (Romans 6:23). After rising
from the dead, Jesus went back to heaven to be with His Father and sent the
Holy Spirit to believers (Acts 1:8-11). One day, Christ will return to judge and
rule (Acts 10:42,43). Those who have trusted in the Lord Jesus will live with
Him, but those who refuse to follow Him must be separated in hell from the
holy God.




“The Father loves the Son and has given all things into his hand. Whoever
believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not
see life, but the wrath of God remains on him” (John 3:35-36). Either Jesus
bears the wrath of God for your sin on the cross or you bear the wrath of God
for your sin in hell (1 _Peter 2:24).

The Trinity is essential to the Christian faith. Without the Trinity, there would
be no incarnation of God’s Son in the Person of Jesus Christ. Without Jesus
Christ, there would be no salvation from sin. Without salvation, sin would
condemn all to an eternal hell.

So, do Christians and Muslims worship the same God? A better question is,
“Do Christians and Muslims both have a correct understanding of who God
is?” To this question, the answer is definitely no. Because of crucial
differences between the Christian and Muslim concepts of God, the two faiths
cannot both be true. The biblical God alone addresses and solves the problem
of sin by giving His Son.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his
Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.
Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe
stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s
one and only Son” (John 3:16-18).

Read more:http://www.gotquestions.org/same-God.himl#ixzz2Ma7nZ92N

Question: "What is Seventh-day Adventism (SDA), and what do Seventh-
day Adventists believe?"

Answer:There seem to be different "degrees" of Seventh-day Adventism.
Some Seventh-day Adventists believe identically to orthodox Christians, other
than believing that worship should be held on Saturday and that the Saturday
Sabbath should still be observed. If these are the only differences, then, yes,



a person could be a Seventh-day Adventist and still be a true believer in the
Lord Jesus Christ.

However, some Seventh-day Adventists believe in much more than a
Saturday Sabbath / worship day. Seventh-day Adventists have been known to
believe in the annihilation of the wicked instead of an eternal hell, and believe
that believers who die enter a state of soul sleep and that a person must
observe the Saturday Sabbath in order to be saved. Other problems with
some Seventh-day Adventists are belief in Ellen G. White, the founder of
Seventh-day Adventism, as a true prophet of God, even though many of her
"prophecies” failed to come true, and that Jesus entered a second phase of
His redemptive work on October 22, 1844, as "prophesied" by Hiram Edson.

So, what is Seventh-day Adventism, and what do Seventh-day Adventists
believe? Should a Christian attend a Seventh-day Adventist church? Due to
the potential doctrinal issues mentioned above, we would strongly encourage
believers to not get involved in Seventh-day Adventism. Yes, a person can be
an advocate of Seventh-day Adventism and still be a believer. At the same
time, there are enough potential issues to make attending a Seventh-day
Adventist church questionable at best.

Read more:http://www.gotquestions.org/Seventh-Day-
Adventism.html#ixzz2Ma7pUMow

Question: "What is Hinduism and what do Hindus believe?"

Answer:Hinduism is one of the oldest known organized religions—its sacred
writings date as far back as 1400 to 1500 B.C. It is also one of the most
diverse and complex, having millions of gods. Hindus have a wide variety of
core beliefs and exist in many different sects. Although it is the third largest
religion in the world, Hinduism exists primarily in India and Nepal.

The main texts of Hinduism are the Vedas (considered most important),
Upanishadas, the Mahabharata, and the Ramayana. These writings contain
hymns, incantations, philosophies, rituals, poems, and stories from which



Hindus base their beliefs. Other texts used in Hinduism include the
Brahmanas, the Sutras, and the Aranyakas.

Though Hinduism is often understood as being polytheistic, supposedly
recognizing as many as 330 million gods, it also has one “god” that is
supreme—Brahma. Brahma is an entity believed to inhabit every portion of
reality and existence throughout the entire universe. Brahma is both
impersonal and unknowable and is often believed to exist in three separate
forms: Brahma—Creator; Vishnu—Preserver; and Shiva—Destroyer. These
“facets” of Brahma are also known through the many other incarnations of
each. It is difficult to summarize Hindu theology since the various Hindu
schools contain elements of almost every theological system. Hinduism can
be:

1) Monistic—Only one thing exists; Sankara's school

2) Pantheistic—Only one divine thing exists so that God is identical to the
world; Brahmanism

3) Panentheistic—The world is part of God; Ramanuja's School
4) Theistic—Only one God, distinct from Creation; Bhakti Hinduism.

Observing other schools, Hinduism can also be atheistic, deistic, or even
nihilistic. With such diversity included under the title “Hindu,” one may wonder
what makes them “Hindu” in the first place? About the only real issue is
whether or not a belief system recognizes the Vedas as sacred. If it does,
then it is Hindu. If not, then it is not Hindu.

The Vedas are more than theology books. They contain a rich and colorful
“theo-mythology,” that is, a religious mythology which deliberately interweaves
myth, theology, and history to achieve a story-form religious root. This “theo-
mythology” is so deeply rooted in India's history and culture that to reject the
Vedas is viewed as opposing India. Therefore, a belief system is rejected by
Hinduism if it does not embrace Indian culture to some extent. If the system
accepts Indian culture and its theo-mythical history, then it can be embraced



as “Hindu” even if its theology is theistic, nihilistic, or atheistic. This openness
to contradiction can be a headache for Westerners who seek logical
consistency and rational defensibility in their religious views. But, to be fair,
Christians are no more logical when they claim belief in Yahweh yet live life as
practical atheists, denying Christ with their lives. For the Hindu the conflict is
genuine logical contradiction. For the Christian, the conflict is more likely
simple hypocrisy.

Hinduism views mankind as divine. Because Brahma is everything, Hinduism
asserts that everyone is divine. Atman, or self, is one with Brahman. All of
reality outside of Brahman is considered mere illusion. The spiritual goal of a
Hindu is to become one with Brahma, thus ceasing to exist in its illusory form
of “individual self.” This freedom is referred to as “moksha.” Until moksha is
achieved, a Hindu believes that he/she will be repeatedly reincarnated in
order that he/she may work towards self-realization of the truth (the truth
being that only Brahman exists, nothing else). How a person is reincarnated is
determined by karma, which is a principle of cause and effect governed by
nature's balance. What one did in the past affects and corresponds with what
happens in the future, past and future lives included.

Although this is just a brief synopsis, it is readily seen that Hinduism is in
opposition to biblical Christianity on almost every count of its belief system.
Christianity has one God who is both personal and knowable (Deuteronomy
6:5;1 Corinthians 8:6); has one set of Scriptures; teaches that God created the
earth and all who live upon it (Genesis 1:1;Hebrews 11:3); believes that man
is created in God's image and lives only once (Genesis 1:27;Hebrews 9:27-
28); and teaches that salvation is through Jesus Christ alone (John
3:16;6:44;14:6;Acts 4:12). Hinduism as a religious system fails because it fails
to recognize Jesus as the uniquely incarnated God-Man and Savior, the one
solely sufficient source of salvation for humanity.

Read more:http://www.gotquestions.org/hinduism.html#ixzz2Ma7sDImU

Question: "What is Buddhism and what do Buddhists believe?"



Answer:Buddhism is one of the leading world religions in terms of adherents,
geographical distribution, and socio-cultural influence. While largely an
“Eastern” religion, it is becoming increasingly popular and influential in the
Western world. It is a unique world religion in its own right, though it has much
in common with Hinduism in that both teach Karma (cause-and-effect ethics),
Maya (the illusory nature of the world), and Samsara (the cycle of
reincarnation). Buddhists believe that the ultimate goal in life is to achieve
“enlightenment” as they perceive it.

Buddhism’s founder, Siddhartha Guatama, was born into royalty in India
around 600 B.C. As the story goes, he lived luxuriously, with little exposure to
the outside world. His parents intended for him to be spared from the
influence of religion and protected from pain and suffering. However, it was
not long before his shelter was penetrated, and he had visions of an aged
man, a sick man, and a corpse. His fourth vision was of a peaceful ascetic
monk (one who denies luxury and comfort). Seeing the monk’s peacefulness,
he decided to become an ascetic himself. He abandoned his life of wealth and
affluence to pursue enlightenment through austerity. He was skilled at this sort
of self-mortification and intense meditation. He was a leader among his peers.
Eventually, his efforts culminated in one final gesture. He “indulged” himself
with one bowl of rice and then sat beneath a fig tree (also called the Bodhi
tree) to meditate till he either reached “enlightenment” or died trying. Despite
his travails and temptations, by the next morning, he had achieved
enlightenment. Thus, he became known as the 'enlightened one' or the
'Buddha.' He took his new realization and began to teach his fellow monks,
with whom he had already gained great influence. Five of his peers became
the first of his disciples.

What had Gautama discovered? Enlightenment lay in the “middle way,” not in
luxurious indulgence or self-mortification. Moreover, he discovered what
would become known as the ‘Four Noble Truths'—1) to live is to suffer
(Dukha), 2) suffering is caused by desire (Tanha, or “attachment”), 3) one can
eliminate suffering by eliminating all attachments, and 4) this is achieved by
following the noble eightfold path. The “eightfold path” consists of having a
right 1) view, 2) intention, 3) speech, 4) action, 5) livelihood (being a monk), 6)
effort (properly direct energies), 7) mindfulness (meditation), and 8)



concentration (focus). The Buddha's teachings were collected into the
Tripitaka or “three baskets.”

Behind these distinguishing teachings are teachings common to Hinduism,
namely reincarnation, karma, Maya, and a tendency to understand reality as
being pantheistic in its orientation. Buddhism also offers an elaborate theology
of deities and exalted beings. However, like Hinduism, Buddhism can be hard
to pin down as to its view of God. Some streams of Buddhism could
legitimately be called atheistic, while others could be called pantheistic, and
still others theistic, such as Pure Land Buddhism. Classical Buddhism,
however, tends to be silent on the reality of an ultimate being and is therefore
considered atheistic.

Buddhism today is quite diverse. It is roughly divisible into the two broad
categories of Theravada (small vessel) and Mahayana (large vessel).
Theravada is the monastic form which reserves ultimate enlightenment and
nirvana for monks, while Mahayana Buddhism extends this goal of
enlightenment to the laity as well, that is, to non-monks. Within these
categories can be found numerous branches including Tendai, Vajrayana,
Nichiren, Shingon, Pure Land, Zen, and Ryobu, among others. Therefore it is
important for outsiders seeking to understand Buddhism not to presume to
know all the details of a particular school of Buddhism when all they have
studied is classical, historic Buddhism.

The Buddha never considered himself to be a god or any type of divine being.
Rather, he considered himself to be a ‘way-shower' for others. Only after his
death was he exalted to god status by some of his followers, though not all of
his followers viewed him that way. With Christianity however, it is stated quite
clearly in the Bible that Jesus was the Son of God (Matthew 3:17: “And a
voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, whom I love; with him | am well
pleased™) and that He and God are one (John 10:30). One cannot rightfully
consider himself or herself a Christian without professing faith in Jesus as
God.

Jesus taught that He is the way and not simply one who showed the way
asJohn 14:6confirms: “| am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to



the Father except by me.” By the time Guatama died, Buddhism had become
a major influence in India; three hundred years later, Buddhism had
encompassed most of Asia. The scriptures and sayings attributed to the
Buddha were written about four hundred years after his death.

In Buddhism, sin is largely understood to be ignorance. And, while sin is
understood as “moral error,” the context in which “evil” and “good” are
understood is amoral. Karma is understood as nature's balance and is not
personally enforced. Nature is not moral; therefore, karma is not a moral code,
and sin is not ultimately immoral. Thus, we can say, by Buddhist thought, that
our error is not a moral issue since it is ultimately an impersonal mistake, not
an interpersonal violation. The consequence of this understanding is
devastating. For the Buddhist, sin is more akin to a misstep than a
transgression against the nature of holy God. This understanding of sin does
not accord with the innate moral consciousness that men stand condemned
because of their sin before a holy God (Romans 1-2).

Since it holds that sin is an impersonal and fixable error, Buddhism does not
agree with the doctrine of depravity, a basic doctrine of Christianity. The Bible
tells us man's sin is a problem of eternal and infinite consequence. In
Buddhism, there is no need for a Savior to rescue people from their damning
sins. For the Christian, Jesus is the only means of rescue from eternal
damnation. For the Buddhist there is only ethical living and meditative appeals
to exalted beings for the hope of perhaps achieving enlightenment and
ultimate Nirvana. More than likely, one will have to go through a number of
reincarnations to pay off his or her vast accumulation of karmic debt. For the
true followers of Buddhism, the religion is a philosophy of morality and ethics,
encapsulated within a life of renunciation of the ego-self. In Buddhism, reality
is impersonal and non-relational; therefore, it is not loving. Not only is God
seen as illusory, but, in dissolving sin into non-moral error and by rejecting all
material reality as maya (“illusion”), even we ourselves lose our “selves.”
Personality itself becomes an illusion.

When asked how the world started, who/what created the universe, the
Buddha is said to have kept silent because in Buddhism there is no beginning
and no end. Instead, there is an endless circle of birth and death. One would



have to ask what kind of Being created us to live, endure so much pain and
suffering, and then die over and over again? It may cause one to contemplate,
what is the point, why bother? Christians know that God sent His Son to die
for us, one time, so that we do not have to suffer for an eternity. He sent His
Son to give us the knowledge that we are not alone and that we are loved.
Christians know there is more to life than suffering, and dying, “... but it has
now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who
has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the
gospel” (2 Timothy 1:10).

Buddhism teaches that Nirvana is the highest state of being, a state of pure
being, and it is achieved by means relative to the individual. Nirvana defies
rational explanation and logical ordering and therefore cannot be taught, only
realized. Jesus’ teaching on heaven, in contrast, was quite specific. He taught
us that our physical bodies die but our souls ascend to be with Him in heaven
(Mark 12:25). The Buddha taught that people do not have individual souls, for
the individual self or ego is an illusion. For Buddhists there is no merciful
Father in heaven who sent His Son to die for our souls, for our salvation, to
provide the way for us to reach His glory. Ultimately, that is why Buddhism is
to be rejected.

Read more:http://www.gotquestions.org/buddhism.html#ixzz2Ma7umccT

Question: "What does the Bible say about karma?"

Answer:Karma is a theological concept found in the Buddhist and Hindu
religions. It is the idea that how you live your life will determine the quality of
life you will have after reincarnation. If you are unselfish, kind, and holy during
this lifetime, you will be rewarded by being reincarnated (reborn into a new
earthly body) into a pleasant life. However, if you live a life of selfishness and
evil, you will be reincarnated into a less-than-pleasant lifestyle. In other words,
you reap in the next life what you sow in this one. Karma is based on the
theological belief in reincarnation. The Bible rejects the idea of reincarnation;
therefore, it does not support the idea of karma.



Hebrews 9:27states, “Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to
face judgment...” This Bible verse makes clear two important points which, for
Christians, negate the possibility of reincarnation and karma. First, it states
that we are “destined to die once,” meaning that humans are only born once
and only die once. There is no endless cycle of life and death and rebirth, an
idea inherent in the reincarnation theory. Second, it states that after death we
face judgment, meaning that there is no second chance, like there is in
reincarnation and karma, to live a better life. You get one shot at life and living
it according to God’s plan, and that is it.

The Bible talks a lot about reaping and sowing.Job 4:8says, “As | have
observed, those who plow evil and those who sow trouble reap it.”Psalm
126:5says, “Those who sow in tears will reap with songs of joy.”Luke
12:24says, “Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no
storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are
than birds!” In each of these instances, as well as all the other references to
reaping and sowing, the act of receiving the rewards of your actions takes
place in this life, not in some future life. It is a present-day activity, and the
references make it clear that the fruit you reap will be commensurate with the
actions you have performed. In addition, the sowing you perform in this life will
affect your reward or punishment in the afterlife.

This afterlife is not a rebirth or a reincarnation into another body here on earth.
It is either eternal suffering in hell (Matthew 25:46) or eternal life in heaven
with Jesus, who died so that we might live eternally with Him. This should be
the focus of our life on earth. The apostle Paul wrote inGalatians 6:8-9, “The
one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap
destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap
eternal life. Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we
will reap a harvest if we do not give up.”

Finally, we must always remember that it was Jesus whose death on the
cross resulted in the reaping of eternal life for us, and that it is faith in Jesus
that gives us this eternal life.Ephesians 2:8-9tells us, “For it is by grace you
have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of
God—not by works, so that no one can boast.” Therefore, we see that the




concept of reincarnation and karma is incompatible with what the Bible
teaches about life, death, and the sowing and reaping of eternal life.

Read more:http://www.gotquestions.org/karma.html#ixzz2Ma7wwCsf

Question: "What is Islam, and what do Muslims believe?"

Answer:Islam is a religious system begun in the seventh century by
Muhammad. Muslims follow the teachings of the Qur'an and strive to keep the
Five Pillars.

The History of Islam

In the seventh century, Muhammad claimed the angel Gabriel visited him.
During these angelic visitations, which continued for about 23 years until
Muhammad's death, the angel purportedly revealed to Muhammad the words
of Allah (the Arabic word for “God” used by Muslims). These dictated
revelations compose the Qur'an, Islam's holy book. Islam means
“submission,” deriving from a root word that means “peace.” The
wordMuslimmeans “one who submits to Allah.”

The Doctrine of Islam

Muslims summarize their doctrine in six articles of faith:

1. Belief in one Allah: Muslims believe Allah is one, eternal, creator, and
sovereign.

2. Belief in the angels

3. Belief in the prophets: The prophets include the biblical prophets but end
with Muhammad as Allah’s final prophet.

4. Belief in the revelations of Allah: Muslims accept certain portions of the
Bible, such as the Torah and the Gospels. They believe the Qur'an is the
preexistent, perfect word of Allah.

5. Belief in the last day of judgment and the hereafter: Everyone will be
resurrected for judgment into either paradise or hell.

6. Belief in predestination: Muslims believe Allah has decreed everything that
will happen. Muslims testify to Allah’s sovereignty with their frequent
phrase,inshallah, meaning, “if God wills.”



The Five Pillars of Islam

These five tenets compose the framework of obedience for Muslims:

1. The testimony of faith (shahada): “la ilaha illa allah. Muhammad rasul
Allah.” This means, “There is no deity but Allah. Muhammad is the messenger
of Allah.” A person can convert to Islam by stating this creed. The shahada
shows that a Muslim believes in Allah alone as deity and believes that
Muhammad reveals Allah.

2. Prayer (salat): Five ritual prayers must be performed every day.

3. Giving (zakatl): This almsgiving is a certain percentage given once a year.
4. Fasting (sawm): Muslims fast during Ramadan in the ninth month of the
Islamic calendar. They must not eat or drink from dawn until sunset.

5. Pilgrimage (hajj): If physically and financially possible, a Muslim must make
the pilgrimage to Mecca in Saudi Arabia at least once. Thehajjis performed in
the twelfth month of the Islamic calendar.

A Muslim's entrance into paradise hinges on obedience to these Five Pillars.
Still, Allah may reject them. Even Muhammad was not sure whether Allah
would admit him to paradise (Surah 46:9; Hadith 5.266).

An Evaluation of Islam

Compared to Christianity, Islam has some similarities but significant
differences. Like Christianity, Islam is monotheistic. However, Muslims reject
the Trinity—that God has revealed Himself as one in three Persons: the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Muslims claim that Jesus was a mere prophet—not God’s Son. Islam asserts
that Jesus, though born of a virgin, was created like Adam. Many Muslims do
not believe Jesus died on the cross. They do not understand why Allah would
allow His prophet Isa (the Islamic word for "Jesus") to die a torturous death.
Yet the Bible shows how the death of the perfect Son of God was essential to
pay for the sins of believers (lsaiah 53:5-6;John 3:16;14:6;1 Peter 2:24).

Islam teaches that the Qur'an is the final authority and the last revelation of
Allah. The Bible, however, was completed in the first century with the Book of
Revelation. The Bible warns against anyone adding to or subtracting from



God’s Word (Deuteronomy 4:2;Proverbs 30:6;Galatians 1:6-12;Revelation
22:18). The Qur’an, as a claimed addition to God’s Word, directly disobeys
God’s command.

Muslims believe that paradise can be earned through keeping the Five Pillars.
The Bible, in contrast, reveals that sinful man can never measure up to the
holy God (Romans 3:23;6:23). Only by God'’s grace may sinners be saved
through repentant faith in Jesus (Acts 20:21;Ephesians 2:8-9).

Because of these essential differences and contradictions, Islam and
Christianity cannot both be true. The Bible and Qur'an cannot both be God’s
Word. The truth has eternal consequences.

“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they
are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. By
this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ
has come in the flesh is from God; and every spirit that does not confess
Jesus is not from God; this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have
heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the world” (1 John 4:1-4; see
alsoJohn 3:35-36).

Read more:http://www.gotquestions.org/Islam.html#ixzz2Ma7zLb4r

Question: "What is the best way to evangelize someone who is in a cult
or false religion?"

Answer:The most important thing we can do for those involved in cults or
false religions is pray for them. We need to pray that God would change their
hearts and open their eyes to the truth (2 Corinthians 4:4). We need to pray
that God would convince them of their need for salvation through Jesus Christ
(John 3:16). Without the power of God and conviction of the Holy Spirit, we
will never succeed in convincing anyone of the truth (John 16:7-11).

We also need to be living a godly Christian life, so those trapped in cults and
religions can see the change God has made in our own lives (1 Peter 3:1-2).




We need to pray for wisdom in how we can minister to them in a powerful way
(James 1:5). After all of this, we must be bold in our actual sharing of the
gospel. We must proclaim the message of salvation through Jesus Christ
(Romans 10:9-10). We always need to be prepared to defend our faith (1
Peter 3:15), but we must do so with gentleness and respect. We can proclaim
the doctrine correctly, win the war of words, and still impede the cause by an
attitude of angry superiority.

Ultimately, we must leave the salvation of those to whom we witness up to
God. It is God's power and grace that saves people, not our efforts. While it is
good and wise to be prepared to give a vigorous defense and have knowledge
of false beliefs, neither of these things will result in the conversion of those
trapped in the lies of the cults and false religions. The best we can do is pray
for them, witness to them, and live the Christian life in front of them, trusting
that the Holy Spirit will do the work of drawing, convincing, and converting.

Read more:http://www.gotquestions.org/cult-
evangelism.html#ixzz2Ma81NMyk

Question: "What is the New Age movement?"

Answer:The expression “New Age” came into existence in the 1970s and
1980s. It was encouraged by the circulation of theNew Age Journaland a book
by Mark Satin calledNew Age Politics. Marilyn Ferguson’s best-
sellingAquarian Conspiracywas a presentation of the social agenda and
philosophical vision of the New Age. Ferguson’s writing attained status as the
unofficial scripture of the movement. As Russell Chandler, one-time religious
writer for theLos Angeles Times, wrote in his small bookletUnderstanding the
New Age, “If Ferguson wrote the New Age ‘Bible,” Shirley MacLaine is its high
priestess.”

Shirley MacLaine’s book Out on a Limb chronicles her reluctant conversion to
New Age belief. This book includes her travels and studies, which include
science fiction-like dimensions, out-of-body travel, contact with extraterrestrial
beings, and “trance channeling” (séances)—a “guided tour” of the unseen



world. MacLaine’s second book,Dancing in the Light, tells about her reach into
the world of yoga, reincarnation, crystal power, Hindu mantras, and past-life
recall experiences mediated through acupuncture. Her spirit guides informed
her that each individual is God, and she passed along the “wisdom” that a
person is unlimited. One only has to realize it.

New Age thinking has its roots, then, in Eastern mysticism which bypasses
the mind. There is a new organ of perception—the third eye—which gives
spiritual light. One needs to get to the “psychic self’ by training one’s self to
ignore the messages from the mind. Really, it is throwing the mind in neutral.

The Western mind, of course, is trained differently. We are people who use
our reason, hopefully. The New Age thinkers came along and said that the
mind is not bypassed, but it is actually the mind that is achieving “cosmic
consciousness.” They tell us that the mind can create reality.

Neil Anderson in his timely book Walking Through the Darknesswrites this
about the New Age movement: “The New Age movement is not seen as a
religion but a new way to think and understand reality. It's very attractive to
the natural man who has become disillusioned with organized religion and
Western rationalism. He desires spiritual reality but doesn’t want to give up
materialism, deal with his moral problems, or come under authority” (page 22).
Then Anderson summarizes the New Age thinking (pages 22-24) as follows:

(1) It is monism, the belief that all is one and one is all. History is not the story
of humanity’s fall into sin and its restoration by God’s saving grace. Rather, it
is humanity’s fall into ignorance and the gradual ascent into enlightenment.

(2) Allis God. If one is one, including God, then one must conclude that all is
God. It is pantheism—trees, snails, books, and people are all of one divine
essence. A personal God who has revealed Himself in the Bible and in Jesus
Christ is completely rejected. Since God is impersonal, He doesn’t have to be
served. He is an “it,” not a “He.”

(3) There is a change in consciousness. If we are God, we need to know we
are God. We must become cosmically conscious, a state called “at-one-ment”



(a counterfeit of atonement), self-realization, god-realization, enlightenment or
“attune-ment” (being “tuned in” to the cosmic consciousness). Some who
reach this enlightened status will claim to be “born again.” This is counterfeit
biblical conversion. The real essential is not whether we believe or meditate,
but whom we believe in and what we meditate on. Christ is true personal
objective reality, as He said that He is the way, the truth and the life, and no
one comes to the Father except through Him (John 14:6).

(4) A cosmic evolutionary optimism is taught. There is a New Age coming.
There will be a new world order, a new world government. The New Age
thinkers believe that there will eventually be a progressive unification of world
consciousness. This, according to the Bible, is a counterfeit kingdom led by
Satan himself. Christ has the true kingdom, and He will one day rule on earth
with peace for all who accept Him as Savior and King (Revelation 5:13).

(5) New Agers create their own reality. They believe that they can create
reality by what they believe, so by changing what they believe, they can
change reality. All moral boundaries have been erased by the metaphysical
influence of Taoism’s yin and yang, the ebb and flow of competing and
complementary forces. There are no absolutes because there is no distinction
between good and evil. Nothing has reality until one says that it is reality or
says that it is truth. If finite man can create truth, we are in desperate trouble
in our society. Unless there are eternal absolutes from the eternal God, man
will eventually become his own destruction.

(6) New Agers make contact with the kingdom of darkness. Calling a medium
a “channeler” and a demon a “spirit guide” has not changed the reality of what
they are. This is the kingdom of darkness of which Satan is the head, who
asked Eve, “Has God said?” Those involved in this kind of activity are in
contact with a world that is totally opposed to the biblical God revealed to us in
Jesus Christ who defeated Satan in His life (Matthew 4:1-11) and then
through His death and bodily resurrection (Colossians 2:15;Hebrews 2:14-18).

The New Age movement is a counterfeit that appeals to the minds of
individuals leading them to think that that they are God and can enhance their
lives through their own person. If this is thought through, it becomes quickly



apparent that this is impossible. We are born, grow up, live a while on Planet
Earth and die. Humans are finite. We can never be God. We need someone
greater than us yet like us who can provide us forgiveness and life eternal.
Only One has filled this description, the God-man, Jesus Christ. Through His
death and bodily resurrection, He has won for us what we desperately need—
forgiveness before God and the guarantee of purpose and meaning in this life
with life beyond the grave. Don’t miss out on who Jesus Christ is and what He
has done for you. Read John 3 in the Bible. Ask Christ to be your Savior. Your
life will be transformed, and you will know who you are, why you are here, and
where you are going.

Read more:http://www.gotquestions.org/new-age-
movement.himl#ixzz2Ma83zNhU

Question: "Should Christians be tolerant of other people’s religious beliefs?"

Answer: In our age of “tolerance,” moral relativism is touted as the supreme virtue.
Every philosophy, idea, and faith system has equal merit, says the relativist, and is
worthy of equal respect. Those who favor one faith system over another or—even worse—
claim a knowledge of absolute truth are considered narrow-minded, unenlightened, or
even bigoted.

Of course, different religions make mutually exclusive claims, and the relativist is unable
to logically reconcile outright contradictions. For example, the Bible makes the claim
that “man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment” (Hebrews 9:27),
while some Eastern religions teach reincarnation. So, do we die once or many times? Both
teachings cannot be true. The relativist essentially redefines truth in order to create a
paradoxical world where multiple, contradictory “truths” can co-exist.

Jesus said, “l am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me” (John 14:6). A Christian has accepted Truth, not just as a concept, but as a
Person. This acknowledgment of Truth distances the Christian from the so-called “open-
mindedness” of the day. The Christian has publicly acknowledged that Jesus rose from
the dead (Romans 10:9-10). If he truly believes in the resurrection, how can he be “open-
minded” concerning an unbeliever’s assertion that Jesus never rose again? For a Christian
to deny the clear teaching of God’s Word would indeed be a betrayal of God.

Note that we have cited the fundamentals of the faith in our examples so far. Some



things (such as the bodily resurrection of Christ) are non-negotiable. Other things may be
open to debate, such as who wrote the book of Hebrews or the nature of Paul’s “thorn in
the flesh.” We should avoid becoming bogged down in disputations over secondary
matters (2 Timothy 2:23; Titus 3:9).

Even when disputing/dialoguing over prominent doctrines, a Christian should exercise
restraint and show respect. It is one thing to disagree with a position; it is quite another
to disparage a person. We must hold fast to the Truth while showing compassion to those
who question it. Like Jesus, we must be full of both grace and truth (John 1:14). Peter
strikes a good balance between having the answer and having humility: “Always be
prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that
you have. But do this with gentleness and respect” (1 Peter 3:15).

Question: "What is Christian Gnosticism?"

Answer:There is actually no such thing as Christian Gnosticism, because true
Christianity and Gnosticism are mutually exclusive systems of belief. The
principles of Gnosticism contradict what it means to be a Christian. Therefore,
while some forms of Gnosticism may claim to be Christian, they are in fact
decidedly non-Christian.

Gnosticism was perhaps the most dangerous heresy that threatened the early
church during the first three centuries. Influenced by such philosophers as
Plato, Gnosticism is based on two false premises. First, it espouses a dualism
regarding spirit and matter. Gnostics assert that matter is inherently evil and
spirit is good. As a result of this presupposition, Gnostics believe anything
done in the body, even the grossest sin, has no meaning because real life
exists in the spirit realm only.

Second, Gnostics claim to possess an elevated knowledge, a “higher truth”
known only to a certain few. Gnosticism comes from the Greek word gnosis
which means “to know.” Gnostics claim to possess a higher knowledge, not
from the Bible, but acquired on some mystical higher plain of existence.
Gnostics see themselves as a privileged class elevated above everybody else
by their higher, deeper knowledge of God.

To discredit the idea of any compatibility between Christianity and Gnosticism,



one has only to compare their teachings on the main doctrines of the faith. On
the matter of salvation, Gnosticism teaches that salvation is gained through
the acquisition of divine knowledge which frees one from the illusions of
darkness. Although they claim to follow Jesus Christ and His original
teachings, Gnostics contradict Him at every turn. Jesus said nothing about
salvation through knowledge, but by faith in Him as Savior from sin. “For it is
by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it
is the qift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9).
Furthermore, the salvation Christ offers is free and available to everyone
(John 3:16), not just a select few who have acquired a special revelation.

Christianity asserts that there is one source of Truth and that is the Bible, the
inspired, inerrant Word of the living God, the only infallible rule of faith and
practice (John 17:17;2 Timothy 3:15-17;Hebrews 4:12). It is God’s written
revelation to mankind and is never superseded by man’s thoughts, ideas,
writings, or visions. The Gnostics, on the other hand, use a variety of early
heretical writings known as the Gnostic gospels, a collection of forgeries
claiming to be “lost books of the Bible.” Thankfully, the early church fathers
were nearly unanimous in recognizing these Gnostic scrolls as fraudulent
forgeries that espouse false doctrines about Jesus Christ, salvation, God, and
every other crucial Christian truth. There are countless contradictions between
the Gnostic “gospels” and the Bible. Even when the so-called Christian
Gnostics quote from the Bible, they rewrite verses and parts of verses to
harmonize with their philosophy, a practice that is strictly forbidden and
warned against by Scripture (Deuteronomy 4:2;12:32;Proverbs
30:6;Revelation 22:18-19).

The Person of Jesus Christ is another area where Christianity and Gnosticism
drastically differ. The Gnostics believe that Jesus’ physical body was not real,
but only “seemed” to be physical, and that His spirit descended upon Him at
His baptism, but left Him just before His crucifixion. Such views destroy not
only the true humanity of Jesus, but also the atonement, for Jesus must not
only have been truly God, but also the truly human (and physically real) man
who actually suffered and died upon the cross in order to be the acceptable
substitutionary sacrifice for sin (Hebrews 2:14-17). The biblical view of Jesus
affirms His complete humanity as well as His full deity.




Gnosticism is based on a mystical, intuitive, subjective, inward, emotional
approach to truth which is not new at all. It is very old, going back in some
form to the Garden of Eden, where Satan questioned God and the words He
spoke and convinced Adam and Eve to reject them and accept a lie. He does
the same thing today as he “prowls around like a roaring lion looking for
someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8). He still calls God and the Bible into
question and catches in his web those who are either naive and scripturally
uninformed or who are seeking some personal revelation to make them feel
special, unique, and superior to others. Let us follow the Apostle Paul who
said to “test everything. Hold on to the good” (1 Thessalonians 5:21), and this
we do by comparing everything to the Word of God, the only Truth.

Read more:http://www.gotquestions.org/Christian-
gnosticism.html#ixzz2Ma8Lhy9q

Question: "What is the difference between Christianity and Judaism?"

Answer:Of the major world religions, Christianity and Judaism are likely the
most similar. Christianity and Judaism both believe in one God who is
almighty, omniscient, omnipresent, eternal, and infinite. Both religions believe
in a God who is holy, righteous, and just, while at the same time loving,
forgiving, and merciful. Christianity and Judaism share the Hebrew Scriptures
(the Old Testament) as the authoritative Word of God, although Christianity
includes the New Testament as well. Both Christianity and Judaism believe in
the existence of heaven, the eternal dwelling place of the righteous, and hell,
the eternal dwelling place of the wicked (although not all Christians and not all
Jews believe in the eternality of hell). Christianity and Judaism have basically
the same ethical code, commonly known today as Judeo-Christian. Both
Judaism and Christianity teach that God has a special plan for the nation of
Israel and the Jewish people.

The all-important difference between Christianity and Judaism is the Person of
Jesus Christ. Christianity teaches that Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of the Old
Testament prophecies of a coming Messiah / Savior (Isaiah 7:14;9:6-7;Micah




5:2). Judaism often recognizes Jesus as a good teacher, and perhaps even a
prophet of God. Judaism does not believe that Jesus was the Messiah. Taking
it a step further, Christianity teaches that Jesus was God in the flesh (John
1:1,14;Hebrews 1:8). Christianity teaches that God became a human being in
the Person of Jesus Christ so He could lay down His life to pay the price for
our sins (Romans 5:8;2 Corinthians 5:21). Judaism strongly denies that Jesus
was God or that such a sacrifice was necessary.

Jesus Christ is the all-important distinction between Christianity and Judaism.
The Person and work of Jesus Christ is the one primary issue that Christianity
and Judaism cannot agree upon. InMatthew 15:24, Jesus declared, "l was
sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.” The religious leaders of Israel in Jesus'
time asked Him, “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?” Jesus
replied, 'l am,' ... And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of
the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven" (Mark 14:61-62). But
they didn’t believe His words or accept Him as the Messiah.

Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of the Hebrew prophecies of a coming
Messiah.Psalm 22:14-18describes an event undeniably similar to Jesus'
crucifixion, "l am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint. My
heart has turned to wax; it has melted away within me. My strength is dried up
like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; you lay me in
the dust of death. Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has
encircled me, they have pierced my hands and my feet. | can count all my
bones; people stare and gloat over me. They divide my garments among them
and cast lots for my clothing." Clearly this messianic prophecy can be none
other than Jesus Christ whose crucifixion fulfilled each of these details (Luke
23; John 19).

There is no more accurate description of Jesus thanlsaiah 53:3-6, "He was
despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering.
Like one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed
him not. Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we
considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. But he was
pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the
punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are




healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own
way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all."

The Apostle Paul, a Jew and a strict adherent of Judaism, encountered Jesus
Christ in a vision (Acts 9:1-9) and proceeded to become the greatest witness
for Christ and the author of almost half of the New Testament. Paul
understood the difference between Christianity and Judaism more than
anyone else. What was Paul's message? "l am not ashamed of the gospel (of
Jesus Christ), because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone
who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile" (Romans 1:16).

Read more:http://www.gotquestions.org/difference-Christianity-
Judaism.html#ixzz2Ma8O8ur5

Question: "What is Wicca? Is Wicca witchcraft?"

Answer:Wicca is a neo-pagan religion that has been growing in popularity
and acceptance in the United States and Europe. There are many websites
and books claiming to teach “real” Wicca, but the truth is, there is no
consensus among Wiccans as to what the religion is all about. The reason for
this is that Wicca, as it is practiced now, is only about 50 years old. Wicca is a
belief system that Briton Gerald Gardner cobbled together in the 1940s and
1950s from a variety of religious traditions and beliefs as well
asFreemasonrituals. Since Gardner published several books espousing his
system of worship, many offshoots and variations of Wicca have sprung up.
Some Wiccans are polytheistic, worshipping more than one deity, while others
worship only the “God” or the “Goddess.” Still other Wiccans worship nature,
and call it Gaea, after the Greek earth goddess. Some Wiccans pick and
choose parts of Christian doctrine to embrace, while others totally reject
Christianity. Most practitioners of Wicca believe in reincarnation.

Most Wiccans will vehemently deny that Satan is part of their pantheon, citing
major doctrinal differences between themselves and Satanists. Wiccans
generally promote moral relativity, disdaining labels like “good” and “evil” and
“right” or “wrong.” Wicca has one law or rule, called the Rede: “Do what ye



will, harm ye none.” At first blush, the Rede seems like complete, uninhibited
personal license. You can do whatever you want, as long as no one gets hurt;
however, Wiccans are quick to point out that the ripple effect of one’s actions
can carry far-reaching consequences. They articulate this principle in the
Three-fold Law, which says, "All good that a person does to another returns
three-fold in this life; harm is also returned three-fold."

One major factor that contributes to the abiding fascination with Wicca is the
purported use of spells and magick (a deliberate misspelling intended to
separate Wiccans from magicians and illusionists). Curiosity seekers, as well
as spiritual neophytes, are most eager to delve into these mysteries. Not all
Wiccans practice witchcraft, but those that do claim magick is to them what
prayer is to a Christian. The difference between the two is that Wiccans claim
magick is simply using their minds to control matter, or they are appealing to
their favorite deity to do them a favor, while Christians call upon an
omnipotent, omnipresent God to heal people and to intervene and work in
their lives. Because the Rede disallows witches from hurting others and the
Three-fold Law spells out the consequences for Rede-breakers, witches who
practice magick prefer to call themselves “nature witches” or “white witches” to
further distance themselves from Satanists.

Wicca is basically a religion that is about minding your own business and
living peaceably with your neighbors and environment. Wiccans are eager to
draw parallels between themselves and biblical Christianity for the sake of
earning credibility, but what does the Bible have to say about this religion?
You won't find the word “wicca” in the Bible, so let’s evaluate the beliefs in
light of what God says about them.

Wiccan spells are idolism—Romans 1:25says, “They exchanged the truth of
God for a lie, and worshipped and served created things, rather than the
Creator...” Who wants to settle for second best? In Isaiah 40, God paints a
picture of how much greater the Creator is than His creation. If you are
worshipping anything besides the Creator, you are not only spinning your
wheels, you are guilty of idolatry.

Wiccan spells bring false hope.Hebrews 9:27says, “...Man is destined to die




once, after that, to face judgment.” God says we get one chance at life, and
that is it. There are no do-overs. If we don’t accept God’s gift of Jesus in our
lifetime, He judges us as unwilling to be in His presence, and we are sent to
hell.

Wiccan spells bring disillusionment.Mark 7:8says, “You have let go of the
commands of God and are holding on to the traditions of men.” God is God,
and we are not. We have a decision to make. Are we going to take God at His
word and adopt His worldview, or are we not? Knowing God takes a lot of
discipline. Wicca is a religion that takes a pack of lies, ties it in a romantic
ribbon, and searches out a well-intentioned, but lazy and gullible mark to sell
its hollow doctrines.

Deuteronomy 18:10-12says, “Let no one be found among you who...
practices divination or sorcery, interprets omens, engages in witchcraft, or
casts spells...Anyone who does these things is detestable to the LORD...”
Wicca witchcraft is a sin, and God hates it. Why? Because it is an attempt to
cut off our dependence on God and get answers apart from Him.

Sin isn’t just a heinous, socially disagreeable action. Sin is our decision to
disagree with God on any topic—to rebel against Him. Sin is saying, “God, |
want to live my life my way.”Romans 3:23says, “For all have sinned and fallen
short of the glory of God.”Romans 6:23says, “For the wages of sin is death...”
This isn’t bodily death, this is spiritual death: eternal separation from God and
all the blessings that His presence brings. This is the definition of hell: the
absence of God’s presence. That is what our sin gains for us.

Thankfully,Romans 6:23doesn’t end there. It goes on to say, “...but the gift of
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” God knew that we would all rebel
in one way or another, and He provided a way for us to avoid that
separation—through faith in Jesus Christ. Wicca witchcraft is nothing more
than another lie from Satan, the enemy of our souls, who “prowls around like a
roaring lion looking for someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8).

Read more:http://www.gotquestions.org/Wicca.html#ixzz2Ma8QjXhA




Question: "What does the Bible say about white magic?"

Answer:White magic is described as “good” magic, as opposed to black
magic which draws upon the powers of evil beings. Opinions vary as to the
differences between black and white magic, ranging from the idea that they
are two names for exactly the same thing, to the belief that they are
completely different, especially in goals and intent. The Bible does not
differentiate between “good” and “bad” magic. Magic is magic as far as the
Bible is concerned. Scripture doesn’t distinguish whether the magic is
supposed to be used for good or for bad; it’s all forbidden because it appeals
to a source of power other than God.

Those who practice white magic, also often calledWicca, worship the creation
rather than the Creator, and while they may not call on the devil or evil spirits,
they often appeal to “mother earth,” angels, and/or the elements. The central
Wiccan theme is, “if it does no harm, do your own will.” Many who dabble in
white magic call themselves Wiccans, whether they actually are or not.
Although Wicca is fairly open-ended and there are various “denominations”
and theological positions within the belief, there are certain beliefs, practices,
and traditions which connect adherents of white magic to Wicca.

Whether the intent is to venerate “mother” earth, the elements, or the angels
and one intends to do only good, the reality is that ultimately there is no
distinction between white and black magic because they both worship
something other than God. It's frightening to think that the adherents of white
magic are unknowingly praying to and beseeching the same god that
adherents of black magic are—Satan.

Throughout Scripture, in both the Old and New Testaments, all forms of
witchcraft are in violation of God's law and are condemned. (Deuteronomy
18:10-16;Leviticus 19:26,31,20:27;Acts 13:8-10). Pharaoh’s magicians tried to
duplicate the miracles done by Moses and Aaron by using their “secret arts,”
which refers to “the ceremonies or rituals sorcerers and magicians use to
accomplish their ends: incantations, spells, magic words, wearing of charms,




amulets” and so on (Exodus 7:11,8:7). The apostle Paul condemned Elyas,
the sorcerer, proclaiming him a “child of the devil” who was full of “all kinds of
deceit and trickery” and was “perverting the right ways of the Lord” (Acts
13:10). Nowhere in the Bible is any sorcerer or magician portrayed in a
positive light. All are condemned by God.

Scripture says that God hates all magic, whether it is the right-hand path, or
the left-hand path. Why? Because it doesn’t come from God. Satan deceives
people by making them think white magic is beneficial. He can do this
because he pretends to be an angel of light (2 Corinthians 11:14), but his
desire is to ensnare the souls of as many as he can. The Bible warns against
him and his evil tricks. “Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil
prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour” (1 _Peter 5:8).

"The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and
follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons” (1 Timothy 4:1). Real
spiritual power only comes from God, from a right relationship with Him
through faith in Jesus Christ, and from the Holy Spirit who lives in the hearts
of believers.

Read more:http://www.gotquestions.org/white-magic.html#ixzz2Ma8Sfel5

Question: "What is Satanism?"

Answer:Satanism is not easily defined. There are several "divisions" of
Satanism. In contrast to Christians, Satanists themselves disagree on their
very fundamental principles. Christians may differ in opinion or conviction
about interpretation of certain Bible passages, but they believe the same
foundational principle that Jesus is God’s Son who paid the price for our sins
by dying on the cross and rising from the dead. Satanists argue among
themselves whether Satan even exists and whether they are worshiping him
or themselves. In essence, they are a confused group bound by lies.John
8:44perhaps applies to Satanists: “You belong to your father the devil, and
you want to carry out your father’s desire. He was a murderer from the
beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies,



he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.”

It is because of these lies that there is a plethora of ideologies within
Satanism. Some of Satanism's practices are constant, and Satanists' unity is
found more in rituals than in an underlying belief system. Satanists do certain
things; they do not have to believe certain things.

Most Satanists, devil worshipers, diabolists, Luciferians, and members of the
Church of Satan claim to have roots in LeVayan Satanism, named after Anton
LeVey, the author of the Satanic Bible and founder of the first Church of
Satan. LeVey presumably started the First Church of Satan in 1966. As a self-
proclaimed authority on everything evil, he began giving weekly lectures at a
cost of $2.00 per person. And thus the Church of Satan was born.

The basic commonality in all the branches of Satanism is a promotion of self.
All forms of Satanism claim that life exists to consume and that selfishness is
a virtue. Some Satanists hold that the only existence they will ever know is
here on Earth. Thus, devil worshippers live for the moment, and their creed is
gluttony and debauchery.

Satanism pledges its allegiance to Satan, even while some in the Church of
Satan believe that no God or devil exists. Most in the Church of Satan also
believe that there is no redeemer for them or anyone else. Each person is fully
responsible for the path of his own life. Still, they pray to Satan in rituals,
asking for his sovereign hand to be manifest in their lives. This kind of thinking
reveals the influence of lies and deceptions in their philosophy. Whether
Satanists believe in him or not is irrelevant to Satan. The end result is the
same—their souls are in bondage to him, and, unless God’s grace intervenes,
they will experience eternity in hell.

In short, Satanism may or may not involve worshiping Satan, but it is a
conscious effort to NOT worship the one true God. Romans 1 gives a clear
look into the heart and motives of a Satanist. They have “depraved minds to
do what ought not to be done. They have become filled with every kind of
wickedness” (vv 28-29). People who have been misled by Satan into this
lifestyle have a hard time understanding God’s concept of grace and freedom.



Instead, they live for themselves, by themselves.

Second Peter 2 contains a warning to anyone who would follow after
Satanism or any other thing rather than God: “These men are springs without
water and mists driven by a storm. Blackest darkness is reserved for them.
For they mouth empty, boastful words and, by appealing to the lustful desires
of sinful human nature, they entice people who are just escaping from those
who live in error. They promise them freedom, while they themselves are
slaves of depravity” (vv. 17-19).

Read more:http://www.gotquestions.org/satanism.html#ixzz2Ma8UeN66

Question: "What is the Satanic bible?"

Answer:The Satanic bible is a collection of essays, composed and compiled
in 1969 by Anton LaVey, detailing the basic, fundamental Satanic rituals and
ideology. lts proponents regard the Satanic bible as the foundation of the
Satanic paradigm, while maintaining that the book is not subject to revision
nor interpretation and that no ritual or ideology contrary to what is depicted in
the Satanic bible is compatible with Satanism. Note — the vast majority of
Satanists do not even believe in the existence of a personal being named
Satan. Rather, Satan is a symbol of struggle against a tyrannical God.

The Satanic bible is divided into four books, namely, “The Book of Satan,”
“The Book of Lucifer,” “The Book of Belial,” and finally “The Book of
Leviathan.” It is generally believed that LaVey obtained this hierarchy from
“The Book of the Sacred Magic of Abramelin the Mage,” in which the above
four demons are said to be the chiefs of hell. Each book addresses a different
principle of Satanism, and serves a unique purpose within the book as a
whole.

The Satanic bible builds upon the traditional secular humanistic philosophy
that each individual can be his or her own “god.” This leads to the arrogant
and self-centered worldview that man on his own can determine truth,
independent of any notion of God or higher authority. This is clearly in sharp



contrast with the biblical teaching that we will be held accountable to God for
all things we have done in this life (Jeremiah 17:10) and is the same
deception which Satan fed to Eve in the Garden of Eden, asserting that
“...you will be like God, knowing good and evil” (Genesis 3:5).

The Satanic bible argues that sin is an inherent part of mankind’s character
and is, for the most part, not immoral or shameful. The argument goes that
Christianity chose carefully such actions which are part of mankind’s
instinctual drive to declare as sin in order to ensure man'’s continued
dependence on Christ and His mercy. LaVey argues that sin in the biblical
sense is to be encouraged rather than frowned upon. Conversely, the Bible
teaches that sin is indeed an inherent part of human nature, for “the heart is
deceitful above all things and desperately wicked: who can know it?”
(Jeremiah 17:9). The Bible makes it emphatically clear that the ultimate
consequence of sin is death and eternal separation from God (Romans 6:23)
and also offers words of encouragement: “No temptation has seized you
except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be
tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also
provide a way out so that you can stand up under it” (1_Corinthians 10:13).

Same-sex relationships and other forms of sexually immoral behavior are
openly condoned by the Satanic bible. On page 69 of the Satanic bible, LaVey
states that “Satanism encourages any form of sexual expression you may
desire, so long as it hurts no one else.” This is also expressly in conflict with
the Bible, which makes it abundantly clear the place of sexual relations is
exclusively within the context of marriage, which is intended by God as a
relationship between one man and one woman for life.First Corinthians 6:18-
20commands us to “flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits
are outside his body, but he who sins sexually sins against his own body. Do
you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you,
whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought
at a price. Therefore honor God with your body.”

The teaching of the Satanic bible concerning the existence of the afterlife is
that there is no such thing as life after death, and thus life must be lived to the
full in this world. This is the premise on which many of the Satanic teachings



are based, for it removes the element of accountability.Hebrews 9:27,
however, indicates that “man is destined to die once, and after that to face
judgment.” There are two ultimate afterlife destinations—heaven and hell.
After death, the determination of where one will spend eternity is absolute and
final. The destination to which one is headed is dependent on whether one
has accepted Christ as personal Savior, through faith, and thus has received
his free gift of salvation made available through the death of Christ, paying the
penalty for man’s sin.

In conclusion, the Satanic bible and its pertaining dogma is to be considered
diametrically opposed to the key principles of Christianity. The Satanic religion
is based on unbiblical and false doctrines. Eternal destruction is the only thing
that will result from its false teaching. The fires of hell will be a bitter reality for
those who have been taught that hell does not exist.

Read more:http://www.gotquestions.org/Satanic-bible.html#ixzz2Ma8WkA2N

Question: "Are the ideas of Jesus and Christianity borrowed from Mithra and
Zoroastrianism?"

Answer: Did Judaism and Christianity borrow the Messiah, the resurrection, and final
judgment from Zoroastrianism / Mithra? Many doctrines of the Christian faith have
parallels in Zoroastrianism, i.e., the virgin birth, the son of God, and resurrection. Some
scholars say that Zarathustra (a.k.a. Zoroaster) lived around 600-500 B.C. If that is the
case, David, Isaiah and Jeremiah (all of whom mention the Messiah, the resurrection and
the final judgment in their writings), lived and wrote before Zarathustra. Some scholars
say that Zoroaster lived sometime between 1500 and 1200 B.C. If that is the case, the
case for Christianity borrowing from Zoroastrianism would be stronger, but the fact is we
don’t know when Zarathustra lived (hence the disagreement among scholars) and so this
argument is speculative at best. The Greek historian Herodotus (5th century B.C.) doesn’t
mention him in his treatise on the Medo-Persian religions, though Plato, who was born
roughly around the time Herodotus died, does mention him in his Alcibiades (see
Wikipedia’s entry on Zoroaster;http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zoroaster).

But establishing when Zarathustra lived is only the first step. Next, we have to establish
what he actually taught (as opposed to what modern Zoroastrianism claims he taught).
The only source for Zarathustra’s teachings is the Avesta, and the oldest copies we have



of the Avesta date from the 13th century A.D. The late date for this collection of writings
lends no support whatsoever to the idea that Christians borrowed from Zoroastrianism
(the oldest copies of the Jewish Scriptures which we have today date centuries before
Christ and the oldest complete manuscripts of the Christian Scriptures we have date from
the 4th century A.D.).

This looks to be another case of skeptics citing a pre-Christian religion, assuming that the
post-Christian form of the religion (which we know about) has remained faithful to the
pre-Christian form of the religion (which we know nothing about), and speculating that
the similarities between the religion and Christianity are due to Christianity borrowing
from the religion in question. It’s a philosophical argument without solid evidence to back
it up. Have we any good reason not to suppose that it was Zoroastrianism which borrowed
from Christianity and not vice versa? We know that Zoroastrianism borrowed freely from
the polytheistic faiths of the region in which it became popular. Mithra, for example, was
a Persian god who found a prominent role in Zoroastrianism. Mithra’s Hindu counterpart is
the god Mitra.

All philosophical arguments aside, we know that Jesus Christ was a real historical figure,
that He fulfilled numerous specific prophecies written and preserved hundreds of years
before His life, that He died on a cross, and that He was reported to have risen from the
dead and interacted with men and women who were willing to suffer horribly and die for
this testimony.

Question: "Should we allow false teachers into our home?"

Answer:The short letter of 2 John is written in part to warn believers against
the influence of false teachers. John identifies them as those “who do not
acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh” and describes them as
deceivers and antichrists (2 John 7). He goes on to prohibit receiving them
into our homes or wishing them well. The question is whether this prohibition
refers to those who knock on our doors today, such asMormonsandJehovah’s
Witnesses. Are we to deny members of these sects access to our homes?

It is important to understand exactly what it means that Jesus Christ has come
in the flesh. Many cultists will agree that Jesus was a man of flesh and bone
who walked the earth around 2,000 years ago. But that is not what John
means here. He first addressed this issue in1 John 4:2, telling us how to
identify false teachers and the spirits who drive them. The first test of a true



teacher/prophet of God is that he proclaims that Jesus is God incarnate in
human flesh (John 1:14). A godly teacher will teach both the full deity and full
humanity of Christ. The Holy Spirit testifies to the true nature of Christ, while
Satan and his demonic host deny that true nature. That is why John identifies
anyone who denies the deity of Christ—which both the Mormons and
Jehovah’s Witnesses do—as deceivers and antichrists.

It is also important to understand the context of John'’s epistle. John is writing
to “the elect lady and her children” (verse 1). This lady was engaged in a
ministry of hospitality. In the name of Christian love (verse 6), this kind-
hearted woman was receiving itinerant preachers into her home, providing
room and board for them, and sending them on their way with her blessing.
John writes this quick note to her to warn her about the many false teachers
who would gladly take advantage of her generosity. Her love needed to be
tempered by truth. Boundaries had to be drawn. Hospitality should not be
extended to charlatans, hucksters, and the devil’'s own emissaries.

John gives the lady a litmus test: what does the preacher teach about Jesus
Christ? If he is presenting the full deity and full humanity of Christ, then he can
be welcomed into her home. However, if the teacher mitigates, obscures, or
equivocates on the fact that Jesus was fully man and fully God, then the lady
is to have nothing to do with him. Such false teachers are not to receive help
from believers, not even so much as a greeting (verse 10). To give aid to the
purveyors of false doctrine is to partake of their wickedness (verse 11).

What should be our response, then, when cultists come knocking at the door?
It is not wrong to share the truth with them or to relate your testimony. We are
called to speak the truth in love (Ephesians 4:15). However, we must be
careful not to do anything that would give the appearance that we approve of
the cultists’ message. Never invite them into your home for an extended stay,
never donate money to their cause, and never allow them to conduct a “Bible
study” with you.

Here are some things to remember: First, cultists are master deceivers who
are well trained in techniques that will confuse those whose knowledge of
Scripture is limited—the very ones cultists most often seek out. Well-meaning



and compassionate souls (like the “elect lady” in 2 John) dialog with cultists
and can be fooled by them. Second, Christians are of Christ; cultists are anti-
Christ (2 John 7), no matter how kind, sincere, and charming they may
appear. Third, we are not to give the cultists or anyone else the impression
that we see the cult as having legitimate claims, doctrines, or opinions. Fourth,
Jesus tells us to “watch out” for false teachers (Matthew 7:15), and Paul tells
us to “avoid them” (Romans 16:17) and declares them to be “accursed”
(Galatians 1:8). Therefore, we should build no close associations with them.
Fifth, John tells the lady not to “welcome” a false teacher (or bid him “God
speed” in the KJV). This phrase in the Greek means to cheerfully or joyfully
hail someone. In other words, we are not to bless false teachers or wish them
well.

We are, of course, to be always ready with an answer for the hope that is
within us (1_Peter 3:15), but we must do so in the Holy Spirit's power,
following His lead. When cultists knock at the door, it could be an opportunity
to relate the truth about Jesus to them, or it could be an opportunity to “leave
them; they are blind guides” (Matthew 15:14). In any case, we must rely the
Lord’s wisdom (James 1:5) and be cautious not to cast our pearls before pigs
(Matthew 7:6).

Read more:http://www.gotquestions.org/allow-false-teachers-
home.html#ixzz2Ma8bi8o0




