What About Generational Curses?
Question:  What do you believe about generational curses?
Answer:  The term “generational curse” actually doesn’t appear in the Bible.   The closest Biblical term would be “iniquity”.
Three Words for “Sin”

There are three key words that are used to describe “sin” in the Bible:  “Sin”, “Transgression” and “Iniquity”.

1.)  Sin –  The word “sin” means “to miss the mark” or “to fall short”.  (You tried to live up to God’s standard, but you found you just couldn’t do it.  Romans 3:23 says, “For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.”)

2.)  Transgression –  A “transgression” is “the willful overstepping of a boundary”.  God “drew a line in the sand” and said, “Thou shalt not”, but you went ahead and did it anyway.

3.)  Iniquity –  An “iniquity” is an “inherited weakness, or a tendency toward sin”.  Iniquities are primarily learned behaviors that are picked up through one’s close relationships, or weaknesses that are passed down through the flesh.

The idea that there are “generational curses” that need to be “broken” through a “deliverance team” is unscriptural.  

Ezekiel 18:19-20 – “Yet say ye, Why?  Doth not the son bear the iniquity of the father?  When the son hath done that which is lawful and right, and hath kept all my statutes, and hath done them, he shall surely live.  The soul that sinneth, it shall die.  The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, nether shall the father bear the iniquity of the son:  the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him.”
Exodus 20:5 – “Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me;  And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments.

This isn’t talking about “generational curses”, but learned behavior that is passed down from the father to the children.
But, how does Scripture tell us to deal with these behaviors?  Go somewhere for deliverance?  

There are three key Scriptures that deal with iniquities.

How Do We Deal With Iniquities?
SCRIPTURE #1

Titus 2:14 –  “Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity …”

· Key Thought:  He paid the Price.

SCRIPTURE #2

Acts 3:26 –  “Unto you first God, having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from his iniquities.” 
· Key Thought:  He points the way.

SCRIPTURE #3

2 Tim. 2:19 –  “Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his.  And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity.” 
· Key Thought:  You have to depart!  

How do you get free from these weaknesses of the flesh?   
Not through “receiving deliverance” or “breaking a generational curse”, but by acting on the Word, and walking in the freedom that Jesus has provided.

