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, SOLID FOUNDATIONS. ARE A SERIES oF
HOME Bible studies on basic scriptual truths, designed to

- bring a Christian into a pattern of Bible study and to provide
a basic understanding of God's Word.

- Topics included are:-

{< Sin
* Salvation
* Bible Study & Prayer
* The nature of the Godhead
* Foundation Doctrines
* Practical Christian living.

These studies can be obta ined f rom:
Life Giving Ministries
38 Douglas St.,
Ponsonby, Auckland l,  N,Z.

or  mai l  your  order  to :
Life Giving Ministries
Private Bag, Wellesley St,
Auckland 1, New Zealand, copvrishtolesg

All r ights reserved
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STUDIES FOR CHRISTIAI{ GROWTH

STUDY 1 THE ORIGIN OF SIN
Def  in i t ion :
S in  i s  an  a t t i tude  o f  rebe l l ion  towards  God tha t  expresses  i t se l f  in  ou tward  ac ts  o f  d isobed ience.

Point to Ponder:

l f  God is  good,  and God c rea ted  a l l  th ings ,  and a l l  th ings  tha t  God c rea ted  were  good.  how d id  Satan  and
s in  and ev i l  come in to  be ing?

To answer  th is  ques t ion ,  we must  look  a t  someth ing  tha t  happened be fore  God c rea ted  man.

THE FALL OF LUCIFER (Now known as  "Satan" ,  "The Dev i l , , ,  e tc . )

Luc i fe r  ( the  name means " l igh t  bearer "  o r  "sh in ing  one" )  was  an  archange l  (a  ru l ing  ange l )  c rea ted  by  God.
Many B ib le  teachers  th ink  tha t  Luc i fe r  (Ezek ie l  28 :14  *  "The ano in ted  cherub tha t  covere th" )  was  one o f
the cherubs that covered the throne of God in heaven. Hebrews 8:5 tel ls us that the tabernacle that Moses
bu i l t  was  an  example  and shadow or  copy  o f  heaven ly  th ings .  The mercy  seat  in  Moses ' tabernac le  p robab ly
represents  the  th rone o f  God in  heaven.  and i t  was  covered by  two cherub im .  So God gave Luc i fe r  a  very
pr iv i leged p lace  in  heaven.

As  is  the  case w i th  us ,  Luc i fe r  was  no t  a  puppet  bu t  was  f ree  to  choose to  do  God 's  w i l l  o r  to  d isobey  God.
He became proud o f  h is  own w isdom and beauty  and pu t  h is  own w i l l  be fore  God 's  w i l l .  Luc i fe r  made uo
h is  mind  to  t ry  to  become equa l  w i th  God and led  a  th i rd  o f  the  ange ls  w i th  h im in  rebe l l ion  aga ins t  God.
(Revelat ion l2:3'5. The rebel l ious angels are pictured here as the stars which the dragon - Satin - orew
down f  rom heaven) .

Luc i fe r  d id  no t  succeed in  h is  rebe l l ion ,  bu t  God cas t  h im and h is  ange ls  ou t  o f  the  heaven o f  heavens
where  God dwel ls .

Descript ion of Lucifer before he fel l  and became satan - Read Ezekiel 28:12-ls.
( T h e  ' K i n g  o f  T y r u s ' i s  a  n a m e  u s e d  h e r e  t o  d e s c r i b e  S a t a n ) .

a) What  was Luci fer  l ike to look at? (vv 12.13)

b)  What  does  the  B ib le  say  about  Luc i fe r ' s  in te l l igence? (v  l2 )

c )  ln  what  spec ia l  p laces  was Luc i fe r  a l lowed to  go? (vv  13 ,14)

Reasons for Lucifer's fall.

a)  PRIDE. Wri te down the words in  Ezekiet  28.17 thar  te l l  us that  Luci fer  became proud.

Why d id  he  become proudT

b)  SELF WILL.  Read ln iah  l4 :13 ' l4 .What  two words  are  repeated  f i ve  t imes in  these two verses?

c)  REBELLION.  l sa iah  l4 :14b.  What  was Luc i fe r ' s  rea l  a im when he  rebe l led?

Results of Lucifer's fall

a )  Fo r  Luc i f e r  h imse l f
( i )  Ezekie l  28: l6 .Where is  Satan no longer a l lowed to go?
( i i )  F rom be ing  Luc i fe r  and 'per fec t  in  beauty ' ,  he  has  become Satan .  rne

(Revelation 12:4) and the (Revelation 20:2)
( i i i )  F r o m  b e i n g  f u l l  o f  w i s d o m ,  h e ' s  b e c o m e  t h e  f a t h e r  o { (John 8:44) and one

who (Revelation | 2:9)

( i v )  F rom be ing  a  ho ly  servant  o f  God,  he 's  become a (John 8:44). the
(l Peter 5.'8i and the (Matthew l2:24)
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( v ) Satan  and h is  k ingdom o f  fa l len  ange ls  and demons are  to ta l l y  opposed to  God,  to  God 's  purposes ,
and to  God 's  peop le  (us) ,  and work  to  t ry  to  ens lave  a l l  men th rough decept ion  and s in  and s ickness .

b )  F o r  M a n

Write out 1 Peter 5:8



TWO CONCLUSIONS

1 )  The answer to the quest ion in  the second paragraph is  that  God d id not  create Satan,  and s in,  and evi l .
God created Lucifer, a beautiful angel, who was perfect unti l he chose to rebel against God because of
pr ide and sel f .wi l l .  When he rebel led,  he became Satan and the author  of  a l l  s in  and evi l .

2 l  The three roots of  a l l  s in  are the same as the three reasons for  Luci fer 's  fa l l  -  PRIDE. SELF-WlLL,
REBELLION. c\  e- / / , ,  r t  - . , .
Because they are roots they are hidden and we often \.Q)V(/rH
do not realise that they are there,but lhey cgn be a lot.more danqerous N\ Vf//:r u s r r J s  f r r q t  r r r s y  o r s  t r r c r E , u u t  t t t c y  u d t t  u g  d  t u L  I I t u t c  u o t l . l t r t u u )  f f \ ^ - R  i

to  Chr is t ians  than the  more  obv ious  s ins  o f  l y ing ,  s tea l ing  e tc .  
t -  

)

tCI
r R E E  o F  s t N  

l I"-H)
,*r.&l-o')*&iio"

JESUS, our example, compared with Satan / o.* i

Satan, through pride, decided to grab a higher place, with the result that he has been cast down by God.
Jesus humbled Himsel f  and God has exal ted Him above a l l .

THE SEVEN STEPS THAT JESUS TOOK Read phi t ipp ians 2 vs 5-1 1
r- Jeils

Steps down -i  humbtes
I  h i m s e l f

Made Himself of no reputation

Took on the form of a servant

Came as a man

He was a normal man

He was a humble man

He was obedient unto death

I  Uoo
Steps up 1 exalts

L- Jgsgg

Every tongue confess Jesus is LORD

Things under the earth

Things  on  ear th

Th ings  in  heaven sha l l  bow

At His name every knee shall bow

Given a Name above everv name

God has exal ted HimHe d ied  as  a  c r im ina l  on  the  Cross

To think about

D id  p r ide ,  se l f .w i l l  and  rebe l l ion  ho ld  you back  fo r  a  wh i le  f rom coming to  God? How?

How ( in  the  s i tua t ion  you are  in  a t  the  moment )  cou ld  they  h inder  you f rom go ing  on  f  u r ther  i1  God?
The oppos i tes  to  p r ide ,  se l f -w i l l  and  rebe l l ion  -  Humi l i t y ,  choos ing  God 's  w i l l  f  i r s t  ( the  way o f  the  Cross)
and submiss ion .

Verse to learn:

Proverbs 29.'23 A man's pride shall bring him low, but honour shall uphold the humble! lqiri!.

'Recommended I istenino :

Derek Prince tapes - "Spiritual Conflict" series
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STUDY 2 THE ORIGIN OF SlN.  -  rHE FALL oF MAN
The Bib le ter ls  us that  God created the heavens,  the ear th.  p lant  and animal  l i fe  and man and that
"God saw everyth ing that  He had made and behold i t  was very good".  Genesis 1:31

Take one minute and make a l is t  o f  the th ings you can th ink of  in  the wor ld today that  are not 'very
good'as God made them in the beginning (e.g.  natura l  d isasters,  problems between countr ies,  problems

in society,  problems in indiv iduals '  l ives) '

The reason for  the d i f ference between the wor ld as God created i t  and the wor ld as i t  is  today -

T H E  F A L L  O F  M A N  ( M A N ' S  S I N ) .

Read Genesrs chapters 1,2 and 3.

MAN BEFORE THE FALL  _  IN  THE STATE OF INNOCENCE

God created man to have fe l lowship wi th God.  There was no f law in Adam and Eve when God made

them. TheV had a c lose f r iendship wi th God,  were at  peace wi th each other  and wi th in themselves,  were
inte l l igent  and had per fect  heal th.  They l ived in  a per fect  and beaut i fu l  envi ronment .

1 )  W h o  w a s  m a n  m a d e  t o  b e  l i k e ?
(Genesis l :26.  The same Hebrew word t ranslated here as ' image'  is  used in modern Hebrew to
mean 'photograph' .  So ' image' refers to man's outward appearance whi le  ' l ikeness '  refers to man's

i nne r  na tu re ) .

2\  What  d id  Adam and Eve ru le  over?  -
(Genesis | :26).

3) What did God provide for man's food? -----
(Genesis l:29).

4 l  What  i s  man made o f  ?
lGenesis 2:7. God is shownhere  as  the  Pot te r  w i ro  mou lds  man w i th  H is  hands)

5)

o ,

t l

8)

How did l i fe  enter  manJ

about  the  p lace  God gave Adam and Eve to  l i ve  in  tha t

(Genes is  2 :7 .  f  he  He l . , rew wor r ls  mean " the  brea th  o f  l i vcs"  and re fe r  to  l . ro th  the  sor - r l  l i fe  and the

s p i r i t  l i f e  o f  m a n ) .

Wr i te  down the  th ings  the  B ib le  te l l s  us
shows us  tha t  i t  was  a  wonder fu l  p lace .
( Genesis 2: 8- | 4).

What  work  d id  God q ive  Ar lam to  do?
(Genesis 2: | 5).
How was th is  r ryork  c i i f fe ren t  f ronr  the  same sor t  o f  work  today?
(Genesis 3: 17-19)

God gave Adam a  ' rhema'  (o r  persona l  word)  in  Genes is  2 :16 '17 .

L is t  the  th ree  aspec ts .

a )  P e r m i s s i o n

b )  P r o h i b i t i o n  -

c )  War r r ing

"You may

"You sha l l  no t

" Y o u  s h a l l  s u r e l y

9 ) In  what  p rac t ica l  way  d id  God show tha t He loved Adam and wou ld  p rov ide  fo r  Adam's  needs?
(Genesis 2: | 8),

10)  On what  task  d id  God and Adam work  together?
(Genesis 2: | 9-20).

1 1  )  W h a t  d i d  G o d  u s e
(Genesis 3:8).

to  do  tha t  shows us  tha t  He was Adam and Eve 's  f r iend?

THE FALL

God gave Adam and Eve a f ree wi l l .  So that they could use thei r f reedom to choose,  God a l lowed Satan to
test  them. God Himsel f  was not  present  wi th Adam and Eve a l l the t ime,  but  He had g iven them His
word /Genesis 2:16-17)which they had wi th them always.  God's purpose in a l lowing Satan to tempt
Adam and Eve was that  Adam and Eve should f reely  choose to obey Him and so become mature.

1) Who is the serpent of Genesis 3:l? (Rev' l2:9 and Rev.20:2).
Compare God's comma nd ( G enesis 2 : | 6 ) and Satan's question ( Genesis 3: | ).

P T . O



a )
b )

Wr i te  down
Wr i te  down

the f irst four words that Satan uses to encourage Eve to doubt God's word.
the word that  Satan adds to God's command to make i t  seem that  God is  not  a

good God.
c) Eve's reply (Compare Genesis 2: l6 & | 7 with Genesis 3:2-3).

What  words does Eve add to what  God has said that  show that  she does not  real ly  know
God's word?

3) Temptat ion to d isbel ieve God's word.
Compare God's word (Genesis 2: | 7) with what Satan savs (Genesis 3:4).
What  was the warning God gave,  and what  l ie  d id Satan te l l?
(Satan is  real ly  saying.  "You can s in and get  away wi th i t " ) .

4l Temptation to disobey God's word,
Write down the two things Satan said would happen as the result of disobeying God.
(Genesis 3: fl.

5) Compare Genesis 3:6 with I John 2:16.
Write down the words that show that Satan appealed to
a)  the lust  of  the f lesh
b) the lust of the eyes
c)  the pr ide of  l i fe

6) Read I Tim 2:14. Whv did Eve fall into sin?
(Adam was not deceived. He fel l  because he put Eve before God. He didn't  want to be separated
f rom her  because she 'd  s inned,  so  he  s inned too .  Eve was l i ke  an  ido l  to  h im) .

THE FALL -  Adam and Eve d isobeyed God and s in  en tered  the i r  l i ves .

qgNsE lqE_rycEs q_F rH E F AL L
When Adam and Eve went  against  God's word and s in came into thei r  l ives,  they became the servants of
s in and therefore Satan 's  servants too.  Because Adam and Eve had chi ldren only af ter  the fa l l ,  the whole
of  mankind has inher i ted Adam's fa l len nature.  Adam's s in had an ef fect  not  only  on man's spi r i t .  soul
and body,  but  a lso on the wor ld which God had g iven Adam dominion over  and which Adam had now
handed over to Satan.
1)  Consequence for  mankind.

a)  Spi r i tua l  death.
What  two th ings show us that  Adam's fe l lowship wi th God was broken?
(Genesis 3:8 and 3:23,24).

VERSE TO LEARN:  ROm

b) Soul  -  fa l len nature.
-  In te l l igence:  What  are we to ld about  th is  wor ld 's  ( i .e .  the natura l  man's)  wisdom?

( l  Cor.3:19;  I  Cor .2:4;  I  Cor .  l :19-21) .
- Heart: What is man's heart l ike? (Jer. l7:9).

What evil things naturally come forth from man's heart? (Mark 7;21-23).

-  Wi l l :  Man is  b iased towards ev i l  l ike a bowl ing bal l  that  cannot  go st ra ight .  Thought  -
"You never  have to  teach a  ch i ld  to  be  naughty" .
Whose way does  man natura l l y  fo l low? ( l s  53 :6) .
How many naturally do good? (Ps 53:3).

c)  Body -  Sickness is  par t  of  the curse.
- Death took 930 years to work fully in Adam (Genesis 5.5). lt works in men today in

approximately  70 years^

Consequences for  the wor ld.
Satan,  the god of  th is  wor ld,  k i l lqsteals ,and destroys,wi th wars,  natura l  d isasters,  famine,  d isease,
po l l u t  i on .

PRE.FALL  MAN
Communicates wi th God

POST-FALL MAN

I  nnocence Dead

5:12.

2 l

Satan takes
control

NEW CREATION IN  CHRlST
Communicat ion and l i fe  f rom God

Jesus takes
control
_  L I F ECommu n ica tes Wickedness

w i t h  o t h e r s

Sickness
& death

F o r m e o  f  r o m  t h e  e a r t h

TO THINK ABOUT

Count  your  b less ings:  What  problems.  d i f f icu l t ies,  s ickness,etc. ,  that  you exper ienced in your  l i fe  before
you were saved,as the resul t  o f  man's fa l l ,are now in the past  tense ( fu l ly  deal t  wi th l  because of  Vour
sa l va t i on  i n  Ch r i s t?

F O R  F U R T H E R  S T U D Y :

D e r e k  P r i n c e
P a u l  L i t t l e

"Spi r i tua l  Conf l ic t  Ser ies"  (Tapes)
"Know What You Bel ieve" .
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WHAT IS SIN ?
N.B.  Al l  s in  is  against  God.
e.g.  Ps.  5 l :4  David has commit ted adul tery and murder  and he says,

"Against  Thee and Thee only have I  s inned".

e.g.  Bom. 8:7 "The carnal  mind is  enmity  against  God"
e.g.  I  John 3:4 "Sin is  the t ransgression of  the law".  (The law is  God's ru les that  show us how to act  and
th ink so that  we can l ive in  harmony wi th a per fect  God).

SOME DEFIN IT IONS OF S IN

Sin is mut iny  aga ins t  God
revo l t  aga ins t  the  H ighes t

-  rebe l l ion  o f  the  ind iv idua l  w i l l  o f  the  c rea ture  (you and me)  aga ins t  tha t  o f  the  Creator  (God)
-  se l f  en throned;  God de throned (Jesus  sa id ,  "Le t  a  man deny  h imse l f  and take  up  h is  c ross

d a i l y  a n d  f o l l o w  m e " )
-  se l f -w i l l ;  se l f -w i l l  i s  s in
-  to  be  we ighed in  God 's  ba lances  and found want ing

TO THINK ABOUT:

See i f  you can f ind f rom your own exper ience and/or  f rom the Bib le examples to f  i t  each of  the r le f in i t ions
of  s in g iven above.

P ICTURES OF S IN  IN  THE B IBLE

1 )  l s  l : 1 8
2l  Rom 2:19
3) Ps 5 l :9
4l Ps 52:2
5) Prov 5:22
6) Rom 6:17
7l Heb 12: I
8) Matt l3:25
9) Luke 12: I'10) Matt 6: l2

THREE ASPECTS OF S IN

Read Ps 32: l-2, Ex 34:6-7; Ps 5 | : | 2.
What  three words does each of  these passages use to descr ibe s in?
l .  l n i qu i t y .  Th i s  re fe rs  t o  t he  f a l l en  na tu re  wh i ch  man  has  i nhe r i t ed  f r om Adam wh ich  makes  i t  na tu ra l
f o r  us  t o  s i n .  l t  i s  t he  roo t  p r i nc ip le  w i t h i n  man  f rom wh ich  s in  and  t ransg ress ion  na tu ra l l y  sp r i ng .

a )  W h e r e  d o  e v i l  t h o u g h t s  a n d  a c t i o n s
come from? (Mark 7:20-23).

b )  W h a t  a r e  w e  l i k e ,  e v e n  b e f o r e
(Ps 5l:5)

b i r t h ?

c )  H o w  d o  w e  k n o w  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  h a s  a  f a l l e n  n a t u r e ?
Wr i te  down  the  words  i n  t he  f o l l ow ing  ve rses  tha t  t e l l  us  t h i s .
-  lK ingsS:46

Ps 53:3
ls 53:6
ls 64:6
I John l:8

l l  S in.  The word 's in ' is  of ten used to refer  to  the fact  that ,  no mat ter  how hard we may t ry ,  wi thout
Chr is t  we are hopeless and cannot  l ive up to God's s tandards.  In  other  words,  we fa l l  shor t  of  whar we
should be and do,  or  we miss the mark or  target .

a) Write out Rom 3:23, putting it into your own words.
b)  Why does  man fa l l  shor t?
c)  What  is  man said to be l ike in  th is  verse? (Mat t  7:18) .

d,ffi
li"v

c) What does James say that sin is? (James 4:17t.



l l l  !ansgress ion  (o r  t respasses) .  Th is  means tha t  man breaks  God 's  laws or  tha t  man goes  beyond

(trespasses) t fre Ooundaries God has set for him lSee I John 3:4) '

a )  Some peop le  do  no t  have B ib les  and so  cannot  read God 's  law.  But  what  does  everyone have

tha t  te l l s  us  what  God 's  s tandards  are?  (Rom 2 :  |  2 ' l5 ) .  -_ ,
b) whv does i t  mat ter  i f  a  man breaks only one of  God's laws? (James 2.10) .

rt!8Eq 4lILTUql! PEoP!! r4vE
1 .  ( P i c t u r e  o f  I n i q u i t y )

d " - A ^  A
sd-! )^ A,
q ' ^  A Y  l . n  1

I  won ' t  bo ther  be ing  sPec ia l lY  good
s p e c i a l l y  b a d .  l ' l l  m a k e  i t  O . K .
'm no worse  than anYone e lse .

x/h4A ,-1

-jnr*-__rvr-_ i,
Hel l  and Eterna l  Death

2. (P ic tu re  o f  S in )

l ' l l  w o r k  h a r d  a n d  b e
g o o d  a n d  l ' l l  b e  a l l  r i g h

\
s e l f  \
eff  ort . .F'

(Picture of TransSrclsrsd

l ' l l  do  my  own  (bad )  t h i ng

-1
i l  We lcome to  I
l i  the Land where

God's  laws are
b r o k e n
+ DEATH

I9 UEqLTAIE !N
Read s lowly through a)  The Ten Commandments (Ex 20: l -17) .

b) The Beatitudes (Matt 5:l l2).
c) The Two Commandments (Mark l2:29'31).

and let  God speak to your  hear t  about  what  He requi res of  you.

_VqESE Iq IEAEU: tsaiah 53:6.

FURTHER READING:  "Know Wha t  You  Be l i eve "  -  Pau l  L i t t l e
" l n  Unde rs tand ing  Be  Men"  -  T .C .  Hammond
l .V .F .  B ib le  D i c t i ona rv  -  Sec t i on  on  "S in " .

Tre s pa sse rs
w i l l  b e
Prosecuted
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STUDY 4 HOW SIN WORKS
"There fore  i f  any  man be in  Cf r r i s t ,  he  is  a  new crea ture ;o ld  th ings  have passed away;  beho ld  a l l  th ings
are  become new"  ( l l  Cor  5 :17) .  Th is  i s  God 's  word  and there fore  i t  i s  abso lu te ly  t rue .  But  why  then do
we,  as  Chr is t ians ,  f ind  ourse lves  s inn ing  a t  t imes -  do ing  and th ink ing  th ings  tha t  a re  wrong in  God 's
s igh t?

When we are  saved,  we are  jus t i f ied  (God sees  us  as  r igh teous  because we are  in  Chr is t )  and sanc t i f ied
(Jesus 'per fec t  l i fe  and na ture  is  w i th in  us) .  But  in  ou i  own exper ience we f ind  tha t  the  o lc l  s in fu l
na ture  inher i ted  f rom Adam is  s t i l l  p resent  w i th  us .  As  we saw in  a  p rev ious  s tudy ,  the  Adamic  na ture
means tha t  man w i thout  Chr is t  na tura l l y  does  ev i l ,  can ' t  p lease God and can ' t  know God.  The s ins  tha t
we may commi t  as  Chr is t ians  are  the  na tura l  resu l t  o r  f ru i t  o f  the  o ld  s in f  u l  na ture .
What  happens is  tha t  Satan  who, (as  we saw in  the  f i rs t  s tudy  on  s in )  i s  in  to ta l  rebe l l ion  aga ins t  God,
comes and prods  or  p rovokes  the  o ld  s in fu l  na ture  to  t ry  to  ge t  us  to  s in .  But  we don ' t  have to  s in .  We
as Chr is t ians  have Jesus 'na ture  w i th in  us  and are  des igned to  show fo r th  Jesus '  l i fe .  Jesus  was
comple te ly  v ic to r ious  over  Satan 's  tempta t ions ,  and we can exper ience th is  v ic to ry  too .  Jesus 'b lood
is  the  remedy tha t  washes us  c lean f rom our  s ins .  So,  too ,  when we unders tand what  Jesus 'death  on  the
Cross  as  our  subs t i tu te  rea l l y  means.  we exper ience de l i verance f rom our  o ld  s in fu l  na ture .

O U R  P O S I T I O N  I N  C H R I S T  W H E N  W E  A R E  S A V E D

1)  We are  r igh teous  be fore  God w i th  Jesus ' r igh teousness .  Rom 5 :17 .  How do we rece ive  Jesus '
r ighteousness ?
Can we earn i t?

2 l  We are  sanc t i f ied  (We have Jesus ' l i fe  w i th in  us  and can there fore  l i ve  in  a  way tha t  p leases  God) .
I  Cor  l :30-31.  Who is  our  sanct i f  icat ion?
To whom, then,  should we g ive g lory?

O U R  E X P E R I E N C E
Read Rom 7: 14-25.
1 )
2 l
3 )
4 l
t r l

o ,
7 l

8)
q l

Wri te  in  your  own words  what  Pau l ' s  exper ience was.  (v |5 ) .

Why d id  Pau l  do  what  was wrong,  even though he  d idn ' t  want  to  do  i t?  (v lZ ) .

What  i s  the  o ld  na ture  ( the  f lesh)  l i ke?  /y /8 / .

D id  Pau l  want  to  do  good? (v l8 ) .

What  d id  he  do  ins teadt  (v79) .

Why did he do this? (v20)
What was the attitude of Paul's inward man? (v22).

What caused Paul to sin, then? (v23).

Where does the answer to victory l ie? (v24-5).

2 l
J '

4 l
5)

THE OLD (NATURAL}  MAN (FLESHLY,  ADAMIC NATURE}
1)  What  is  the o ld man l ike? (Eph.  4:22) .

How is  the  o ld  na ture  descr ibed here ,  and what  does  i t  cause us  to  do? (Rom 6 :6) .
What  i s  the  na tura l  man 's  mind  and consc ience l i ke?  (T i tus  1 : l5 ) .
What is the natural man's heart l ikeT (Jer 17:9).

What  i s  the  na tura l  man 's  mind  l i ke  towards  GodT (Rom 8 :7) .
N.B.  Some non Chr is t ians seem very good.  When we look at  them i t  is  hard to bel ieve somet imes tnat
they are-  c_orrupt  even though God says a l l  men are corrupt .  Dr  Derek Pr ince uses the i l lust rat ion of  apeach.  A f reshly p icked peach may look beaut i fu l ,  but  i t  is  s t i l l  corrupt .  Leave i t  a  week .  .  .  or  two
weeks.  .  .  and you wi l l  seel  l t  wi l l  be bad (Corrupt ion wi l l  have run i is  course) .
MAN 'S  S INFUL  NATURE PRODUCES THE FRUIT  OF  S INS.
Jesus uses the i l lustration of various types of trees. Read Matt 7: l6-20 and Matt l2:33.
1 ) What does a good tree produce?

What does a corrupt tree produce?

There fore ,  what  does  the  o ld  Adamic  s in f  u l  na ture  produce in  us?
What  does  the  l i fe  o f  Chr is t  p roduce in  us?

2 l
3)
4 l

P T O
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Read Galatians 5: l9-23. Draw in and label the fruit that grows on these two trees.

SATAN WORKS ON THE OLD NATURE

ReadJames l :13-15.

1)  What  two th ings are we to ld about  God and temptat ion? (v l3) .

2 l  When Satan puts temptat ion in  man's way,  what  is  i t  in  man that  respondsZ (v l4) .

3)  l f  we g ive in  to temptat ion,  what  does th is  lead to? (v l5) . -_- ,

4 l  How do we know that  we can' t  s in and get  away wi th i t?  fu l5) .

SOME EXAMPLES OF TEMPTATION AND SIN IN ACTION

1) Eve in the Garden of  Eden.

a)  What  object  d id Satan draw Eve's  at tent ionto? (Gen 3: l '3) .

b) What desires in Eve responded to Satan's prodding? (Gen 3:6).

c) What was the result of Eve's giving in to temptation? (Gen 3:16'1 9).

2l Gehazi. Read // Kings 5: l5-27.

a)  What  ob jec ts  d id  Satan  draw Gehaz i ' s  a t ten t ion  to?-

b)  What  wrong des i re  in  Gehaz i  responded?

c)  What  was the  resu l t  f  o r  Gehaz i?

3) Michal (David's wife) Read // Sam 6:16,20,23.

a)  What  d id Satan draw Michal 's  at tent ion to? -

b)  What  wrong emot ion responded?

c)  What  was the resul t?

JESUS _ AND SATAN'S TEMPTATION

Jesus was tempted by Satan on the same three areas that  Eve was tempted on:-

a)  the lust  of  the f lesh

b)  the lust  of  the eyes

c)  the pr ide of  l i fe .

Read Matt  4: l - l l .  Wr i te a longside a,  b & c (above) the temptat ion that  corresponds to each one.

R E M E D I E S

1 )  F o r  S I N S
Jesus'  b lood.  Whatthree th ings does Jesus '  b lood do?

al  I  John 1:7

bl  Heb 9:14

cl Rom 5:9

l f  we s in and confess our  s in.  Jesus washes us c lean wi th His Blood.  / /  John 1:9) .  But  i t  is  not  God's
wi l l  for  us to keep on s inning,  so He made provis ion for  the source of  our  s ins (our  s infu l  nature)  to  be
dea l t  w i t h .

2 )  Fo r  S IN  (ou r  s i n f  u l  na tu re ) .
The Cross of Christ. Read Romans 6: l- l l .

a)  Our o ld man cannot  ever  p lease God and a lways tends to s in.  So what  has God done to i t?  (v6) .

(When we are  bapt ised  [v4 ]  i t  i s  a  p ic tu re  o f  what  God has  a l ready  done -  our  o ld  man is  dead
a n d  w e  h a v e  C h r i s t ' s  n e w  l i f e  i n  u s ) .

b) What  is  ou par t? (v l  l ) .

TO LEARN: Mat t  7:  |  7 .

RECOMMENDED READING:  Wa tchman  Nee  -  "The  Norma l  Ch r i s t i an  L i f e . "
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STUDY 5 TEMPTATION
Def in i t ion:  Temptat ion means "put t ing someone to the test ' iour  "making t r ia l  o f  someone".

VERSE TO LEARN: James l :12.

THE PURPOSE OF TEMPTATION -  FROM GOD'S POINT OF VIEW

God allows us to be tempted because He loves us. lf we react the right way to temptation it works for
ou r good .

1)  God puts us in  s i tuat ions which show Him and us and others what  is  in  our  hear ts .
e.g.  Abraham. Read Gen 22: l -18.

a) What was the test (temptation) that God put Abraham throuqh?

b) What was God's reason for doingit? (vl2).

c)  What  was the wonderfu l  resul t  for  ,Abraham? (v l6-18) .
e.g.  Chi ldren of  lsrael .

What simple test did God put the Children of lsrael through? (Ex l6:4).

why did God do it? (Ex l6:4). __
Why did God prove (test) His people for forty years in the wildernessT (Deut 8:2).
Why does God allow false prophets and false doctrines? (Deut l3: l-3). _
Why d id  God eventua l l y  a l low some heathen na t ions  to  s tav  in  the  Promised Land?
(Judges 2:20-22).

2 l  By put t ing us to the test ,  God pur i f ies us just  as s i lver  or  gold is  pur i f ied in  a ref iner 's  cruc ib le.

a l  Ps 66:10What is  temptat ion (prov ing)  l ikened to here?

b) Where does God ref ine us? (ls 48:1il.

c) When we come through the test, what does God do7 (ls 48:10).

d) Why may God put us through many temptations? (l Peter 1:6-7).

3) Through temptation, God strengthens our patience and makes us mature

a) How are we to react when we face terhptat ions? Uames 1:2-3).

bl  Why are we to react  th is  way?

c) What is the reward for those who endure temptation? (James 1 : l2).

TEMPTATION _ FROM SATAN'S POINT OF VIEW

Satan is  opposed to God's people and therefore wants Chr is t ians to fa l l  in to s in.  (N.8.  Satan is  only
God's instrument and can do only what God allows him tore.g. (Job I and 2, Satan had to ask God's
permiss ion about  the t r ia ls  he brought  Job into) .

1)  God sets the l imi ts  of  the t r ia ls  Satan br ings.

Why,  as we mature in  the Chr is t ian l i fe ,  do we somet imes face more d i f f icu l t  temptat ions tnan
we did at the beginning? (l Car l0: | 3).__

2l  Satan tempts us through suf fer ing.

ln  what  way were some ear ly  Chr is t ians (and some Chr is t ians today)  tempted? (Rev 2:10) .

3)  Satan tempts us to sat is fy  our  natura l  desi res in  the wrong way.
Read Matt4: l -4.What  natura l  desi redidJesushave? fu2) .  __
Why would i t  have been wrong for  Jesus to do what  Satan suggested he should do?

Satan tempts through paint ing a fa lse p ic ture of  what  God is  l ike.

d )

e )

f )

s)
h )

Read Gen 3.  / -5.  What  apparent ly  good th ings d id Satan te l l  Eve that  God was stopping her  f rom
e n  j o y i n g ?

react ion to temptat ion determines whether  temptat ion works for  our  good or  for  our  harm.
From the study so far ,  p ick out  the three main benef i ts  that  we gain when we come through
temptat ion v ic tor iously .

4 l
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l f  man does yield to temptation and sin. what wages does he earn? (Rom 6:23).



HOW TEMPTATION WORKS

God gives us a PROMISE

wh ich  has  w i th  i t  a  PRINCIPLE (o r  cond i t i on  we  mus t  f u l f  i l )

and f  o l lows th is  by a PROB LEM ( to test  -  or  tempt -  us )

and then comes God's PROVISION ( i f  we stay fa i th fu l  dur ing the problem)

THE PROMISE is  a ' rhema'  (a quickened word of  God to us personal ly) .  l t  may come through the
Bible. a sermon, a prophecy, God speaking to our heartsretc.

THE PRINCIPLE. God may make a speci f ic  condi t ion when He g ives us the promise,  but  of ten what
He requires of us is faith and patience (Heb. 6:12).

THE PROBLEM. What  God has promised may seem impossib le ( test  of  fa i th)  and/or  God may delay
giving us what He has promised (test of patience),

THE PROVISION. God fu l f i ls  the promise i f  we wi l l  keep bel iev ing and wai t  for  His t iming.

EXAMPLES OF TEMPTATION

Noah -  Promise (Gen 6:17,18)  - What was God's promise to Noah?

Principle (Gen 6:14)

Problem (Heb ll:7)

Provision (Gen 9: |,9)

Abraham (Read Heb ll:8-10).

What was Noah commanded to do?

How was Noah's faith tested?

What did God give Noah?

What did God promise Abraham?

What was the condition?

What was the problem?

What was the provision? (Ps 105:4244). -

Bel ievers

Promise (Rom 5:17)  that  we won' t  be ru led by death,  but  we wi l l  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .?

Pr inc ip le (Rom 6:4,1 / i  o f  being dead to . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (?)  and knowing

n e w  l i f e  i n  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ( ? )

Provis ion (Rom 8:eg v37)  is . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (?)

COPING WITH TEMPTATION

We must expect the problem, hold fast to God's promise,and rely on Jesus to see us through.

1) f nstead of being surprised and bewildered when trials come, how should we react? (l Peter 4:12,11.

Why shoufd we react this way? (l Peter4:12,l 3and ll Tim 2:12).

Who is the guarantee that God's promises wil l be kept? (l l Cor l:20).

Howare we able to be victorious in every temptation? (Phil 4:13).

TO THINK ABOUT:

What tests or temptations are you going through at this moment?

Wha t  a re  t he  PROMISES,  PRINCIPLES and  PROVIS IONS tha t  go  w i th  t hese  PROBLEMS?

FURTHER READING: Bob Mumford "The Purpose of  Temptat ion" .

I
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l STUDY 6 VICTORY OVER SIN
Repentance and faith, which are the f irst two basic foundation doctrines mentioned in Hebrews 6, are
also keys to our  l rvrng in  v ic tory over  s in.  Related to the fa i th  pr inc ip le is  the fact  that  our  v ic tory is  in
Jesus,  and we must  re ly  on Him for  our  v ic tory over  s in.  Alsor just  as fa i th  wi thout  works is  dead,  so too
we must  put  our  fa i th  in to act ion and walk in  the l ight  as God g ives i t  to  us and a lso sow to the spi r i t
and not  to  the f lesh.

Reps-Ug_lgg means turning away f rom sin and turning towards God.

1)  Repentance is  a g i f t  f rom God.  l t  is  not  some th ing that  we can work up ourselves.

a)  What  is  God's wi l lconcerning repentance? ( l l  Peter  3:9) .  -

b)  When God gran ts  repentance,  what  does  i t  lead  to?  (Ac ts  I  l :  l8 ) .

c )  What  i s  the  reason God shows fo rbearance,  longsuf fe r ing  and goodness  towards  s inners?
(Rom 2:4).

d )  l f  there  has  no t  been a  proper  work  o f  repentance in  our  l i ves ,  what  w i l l  we f ind  i t  d i f f i cu l t  to
recoqnise? ( l l  Tim 2:25).

Repentance invo lves  ac t ion  on  our  par t .

a )  What  a re  some o f  the  s igns  o f  t rue  repentance?

i-
2l

Ezek l8:21
Hosa l4:2
Joel 2: l2
ll Chron 7: 14

3)

4 l

ls 55:7

b) How do we see ourselves when we truly repent? (Luke l5:21).

Resul ts  of  repentance
- l l Cor 7:10
- Ps 34:18
- l l  Chron 7:14
-  Act2:38 __

Hardness  o f  hear t .

What does this result in? (Rom 2:5).

FAITH

1) How is faith described? (l John 5:4).

2\ What fact does our faith rest in? (l John 5:5). __

3) l f  we bel ieve (have faith) what do we enter into? (Heb 3: l8-19 and Heb 4:9' l  |  ) .

4l How is condemnation dealt with? (John

5) How are we able to l ive in victory? (Hab

)

I)

6) How are we made righteous in God's sight? (Rom 3:26).

7 l  L i v i ng  i n  v i c to ry  means  l i v i ng  i n  f e l l owsh ip  w i t h  God .  Fo r  wha t  o the r  reason ,  t hen ,  i s  f a i t h
important? (Heb 11:6) .

R E L Y I N G  O N  J E S U S

A l i t t le  g i r l  was  once asked,  "What  do  you do  when Satan  comes and knocks?"  She answered,  " l  send
Jesus  to  the  door " .  Th is  i s  an  impor tan t  p r inc ip le  when i t  comes to  v ic to ry  over  s in .  The na tura l  man
( the  o ld  man or  the  f lesh)  can never  be  v ic to r ious .  Our  v ic to ry  i s  found in  Jesus  on ly .

1) What  is  our  natura l  mind l ike? (Rom 8:7,8t '

2l What is it impossible for us to do !n the flesh? (Rom 8:8).

3) Through whom does victory come? (l Cor 15:57).

4\ How do we receive it? (l Cor 15:57).

5)  How much of  the t ime can we expect  to  l ive in  v ic tory? ( l l  Cor  2:  l4) .

Asimple prayer  that  works:  "Lord Jesus,  lcan ' t .  l  y ie ld to You.  You be my pat ience (st rength,
k indness,  d isc i  p l  i  ne,etc) . ,  i  n  th is  s i tuat ion."

-::::::::_

STUDIES FOR CHRISTIATI GROWTH
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W A L K I N G  I N  T H E  L I G H T

Walk ing  in  the  l igh t  a f fec ts  our  re la t ionsh ips .
Read I John l:6-7.
l f  we wa lk  in  the  l igh t ,  what  i s  our  re la t ionsh ip  to

a )  G o d ?

b)  each o ther?

c )  s i n?

How do we walk in  the l ight?

1) By obeyilg ourle_nset€_n_qe-

a) What does our conscience do? (Rom 2: l5).

b)  What  is  a good conscience l ike? (4cfs 24:16) .

c)  What  does our  conscience become l ike i f  we d isobey i t  repeatedly? lT im 4:2

2l By_!e.epj1g short accounts with God.

a )  W h e n d o e s G o d w a n t u s t o p u t t h i n g s r i g h t w i t h H i m , i f  w e s i n ? / P s 6 9 : 1 3 ;  P s 9 5 : 7 ;  l l C o r 6 . 2 )

b)  What  can happen i f  we don' t  put  th ings r ight  ( i .e .  repent  and ask forg iveness st ra ightav,ray?
(Heb 3: | 3).

c)  What  is  the resul t  o f  cont inuing on in  ev i l  (s in l? (Prov.  1 l :  l9) .

d)  When we keep shor t  accounts wi th God,  we have v ic tory over  Satan.  What  are we able to say,
as Jesus did, when Satan comes around? (John 14:30).

SOWING TO THE SPIR IT  AND NOT TO THE FLESH

a) What  is  the spi r i tua l  law of  sowing and reaping? (Gal  6:7) .

b)  What  is  the resul t  o f  sowing to the f  lesh? (Gal .6:8) .

c)  What  is  the resul t  o f  sowing to the spi r i t?  (Gal  6:8) .

d) How should we sow? (Hosea 10: l2).

e) ln what way can we sow righteousness in our minds? (Phil 4:8).

f) What else should we be sure to sow in our l ives? (Mark 4:14).

How can we do  th is?

g) What should we run away trom? (l l Tim 2:20-22).

Think  about  what  th is  means fo r  you .  What  th ings  shou ld  you run  away f rom,  and how shou ld  you go
.about  i t?

TO THINK ABOUT: What  new areas of  v ic tory is  God want ing me to move into? In the
how wi l l  I  get  there?

VERSE TO LEARN:  Rom 6 :13 .

l i g h t  o f  t h i s  s t u d y

FURTHER READING:  Wa tchman  Nee  "The  Norma l  Ch r i s t i an  L i f e "

R E V I S I O N

Wr i te  a  paragraph (o r  a  page)  on  the  sub jec t  o f  s in ,  tak ing  in to  account  the  fo l low ing  po in ts  tha t  have been
covered in  th is  ser ies :

*  How s in came into being
-  Why man fe l l ,  and the resul ts  of  man's fa l l
-  What  s in is
-  How s in works
-  What  temptat ion is ,  why i t 's  a l lowed,  how
- How we can i ive in  v ic torv over  s in

i t  works, and how we can cope with i t

In  par t i cu la r ,  ment ion  any  new th ings  God has  revea led  to  you th rough these s tud ies .
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1. Separation from God. (Gen. 3:24)'
2. Physical suffering, pain and sorrow. (Gen' 3:16, l7)'

3 .  Spi r i tua l  conf l ic t  wi th Satan.  (Gen.3:15) '

4 .  Poverty .  (Gen.3:16, l8 '  l9 ;  Dt .28:15 '68) '

In  th is  par t icu lar  s tudy ser ies on "Ful l  Salvat ion"  we are going to have a look at  how God being

mot ivated by great  love and not  wi l l ing that  mankind snoutO per ish eternal ly  nor  BE IMPOVERISHED lN

f i iS f - f f  e ,  rude PROVISION for  man to be redeemed (or  bought  back and set  f ree)  f rom the above

consequences.

Many people,s concept  or  "salvat ion"  is  l imi ted to salvat ion f rom s ins ( the new bi r th)  and perhaps physical

f . l . . i i l . ' f i .  io* .u. ,  the sarvat ion that  is  of fered to us " lN CHRIST" is  so FULL and COMPLETE as to cover

.u. rv  i rp . . t  o f  our  l i fe  and being,  that  we wi l l  ca l l  i t  "FULL SALVAT;oN" which involves:-

Salvat ion f  rom s ins ( the new bi r th)
Salvat ion f rom the power of  the f lesh ( i .e .  se l f -nature and the

bias toward s in)
3.  Salvat ion f rom the power of  Satan (del iverance)

4.  Salvat ion f  rom physical  af f l ic t ion (d iv ine heal ing)
5. Salvation from poverty (prosperity)

WHAT JESUS LEGALLY ACCOMPLISHED FOR US

Before we study these various areas of salvation, it is important for us to understand that the provision of
, , f  u l l  sa lvat ion, .  is  ON Ly AVAI LAB LE to us because of  what  Jesus LEGA LLY accompl ished in His death

and resurrect ion.  The doctr ine of  sa lvat ion RESTS on these facts:

Jesus died as our 'suh'stitute'

Subst i tu te = "person act ing or  serv ing in  p lace of  another"
Jesus as our  subst i tu te -  t ie  INNOCENT suf fer ing for  the GUILTY'  (He took my whipping) '

Rm 5:6 For  when we were yet  wi thout  s t rength,  in  due t ime cHRIST DIED FOR THE UNGODLY'

t sa .53 :6  A l lwe  l i ke  sheep  have  gone  as t ray .  .  .  THE LORD HATH LA ID  ON H IM THE IN IOUITY  OF

US ALL .

b) Jesus made 'atonement' for our sins
Atone = to cover; to blot out.
Atonement  -  th is  word is  used in the O.T.  where the b lood of  an INNOCENT animal  was shed to

make a "COVERING" for  s ins.

e.g.  Lev.  l6  Onthe Day of  Atonement ,  the High Pr iest  was requi red to make an atonement  (cover ing)

to i  tne s ins of  lsrael  and h imsel f ,  by the shedding of  the b lood of  cer ta in animals.  This b lood was then

taken into the Holy of  Hol ies wi th in the vei l  o f  the Tabernacle,  and there the b lood was spr i t rk led upon

the mercy seat ,  thus making an atonement  (a cover ing)  for  the s ins of  the lsrael i tes.

This atonement  of  the O.T.  is  a type of  the coming ALL-SUFFICIENT SACRIFICE of  the Lord Jesus

christ. However types can give an imperfect picture, and this atonement type is so. for Jesus'death

does not  just  cover  our  s ins,  but  CLEANSES us f rom al l  our  s ins,  and th is  is  a present

CONTINUOUS PROCESS. (1 Jn. l :7 '9) .

c) Jesus was our'propitiation' for sins (Rm' 3:25; 1 Jn' 2:2; 4: 10)

Propitiate = to appease; gain forgiveness or favour of'
n plSr" practice is to ofi.r a sa.rif ic. as a means of appeasing the anger or displeasure.of a god. However,

in bo"ntrurt, the biblicai usage is not that of satisfying the anger of a vengeful God. Rath.er, we have

,l"n.J .guinrt a JUSi God,'and therefore God requires the penalty of His broken laws (iusticelto be

paid. This *us ,c.o-plish.d in the death of Jesus Christ who died for our sins, in our place. satisfying

ihe righteous demands of a ig91 Aod. (Rm. 6:23 fhe wages of sin is death.)
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STUDY I FULL SALVATION
INTRODUCTION
The meaning of  the word "salvat ion"  g iven in
f rom s in AND ITS CONSEOUENCES".

In the previou.s study series on "Sin" we came

the  Oxford  D ic t ionary  i s :  the  " fac t  o r  s ta te  o f  be ing  saved

to  an  unders tand ing  o f  what  those co t lsequences  were : -
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d) Jesus paid the'ransom'for our redemption (Mthw.20:28; I Pet. l:18, l9; I Tim.2:6; 1 Cor. 7:23)
Ransom = the price paid to release a person or thing from bondage.
Redeemer=the person who PAYS THE RANSOM PRICE required and thus secures our  redempt ion.

e.g. Lev. 25:47-55 a slave could be released from his bondage by someone paying the ransom price.

A s lave is  under the author i ty  of  h is  master  -  in  Rm. 7:  l4  we are spoken of  as being SOLD UNDER
SlN. However. Jesus by His death on Calvary paid the ransom price, secured our release and set us free.
(Jesus d ied for  my s ins and paid the pr ice for  MY REDEMPTION, and f reed me f rom s lavery to s ins
and the devi l ,  who no longer is  my master . )

e)  Through Jesus,  we are ' reconci led ' to  God (Rm.5:9- l l ;  2  Cor.  5:18,  l9 ;  Eph.2:13 '16)
Reconci le  = "make f r iendly af ter  est rangement;  make compat ib le;  harmonize"  (Oxford)  Gk " to change
thoroughly"  i .e .  f rom a posi t ion of  enmity  wi th God,  to one of  peace wi th God.

FOOTNOTE:

A regular  quest ion is  "How can a God of  love a l low s inners to go to hel l?"

Mankind was SEPARATED from God because of  s in.  (There is  no fe l lowship between darkness and
l ight .  nor  between that  which is  holy  and that  which is  unholy.  (2 Cor.6:14,  l5)

God's laws had been broken (Sin is the transgression of the law) (Jn. 3:4) and therefore justice was
required.

Al though God is  a God of  love,  He would have been DENYING HIS OWN CHARACTER i f  He hadn' t
requi red just ice -  for  He a lso is  a JUST God.  Therefore God in His love made His own PROVISION
for  man to be R ECONCILED to Himsel f ,  by sending His OWN Son to d ie as our  subst i tu te.
(Jn. 3:16; Rm. 5:8)

THUS GOD DEMONSTRATED NOT ON LY  H IS  LOVE BUT ALSO H IS  JUSTICE.

EXERCISE:

1.  What  is  the meaning of  the word "salvat ion"?

2. What are the consequences of sin?

1 .

2.

3.  What  does " fu l l  sa lvat ion"  inc lude?

4.  "Jesus d ied as our  subst i tu te" .  Expla in in  3 or  4 sentences what  you understand by th is .
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STUDIES F(IR CHRI$TIAil GROWTH

STUDY2 gE&!D

VEUNDNfiIENg
SALVATION FROM SINS otherwise knorrrn as REGENERATION or the NEW BIRTH
D E F I N I T I O N
Regenerat ion = being spi r i tua l ly  born again

being invested wi th new and h igher  spi r i tua l  nature
having more v igorous l i fe  breathed into you (Oxford) .

Regenerat ion ( the new bi r th/being born again)  as found in the Bib le speaks of  the process of  passing out  of
death into l ife.

WHY THE NEW B IRTH?

To appreciate the necessi ty  of  being "born again"  we need to real ise man's condi t ion before regenerat ion.
Before the "new bi r th"  the spi r i t  o f  man is  far  away f rom God and is  considered dead,  for  death is
D ISSOCIAT ION FROM L IFE  AND FROM GOQwho  i s  t he  f oun ta in  o f  l i f e .

1.  Spi r i tua l  death is  hence separat ion f rom God.  (Separated because of
sin. r?rn. 5: 10, 12, 15, l8)

2.  Man's soi r i t  is  dead and therefore unable to commune wi th Him.
(Being dead in trespasses and sins. Eph. 2: | )

3 .  L iv ing a l i fe  independent  of  God.  (We have turned every one TO HIS
OWN WAY lsa.53:6)

The Bib le reveals that  any person l iv ing in  th is  posi t ion is  heading for  a LOST ETERNITY -  ETERNAL
DAMNATION. However the good news of  the Gospel  is  " that  God is  not  wi l l ing that  any should per ish"
and therefore God in His love provided a way whereby we could be SAVED.

WHAT IS THE NEW BIRTH?

a) Cfeansing of the human spirit (Eze. 36:25)
lnJohn 3.3Jesus says to Nicodemus,  "Except  a man be born again he cannot  see the k ingdom of  God".

( 'Born again '  in  the Greek is  " to be born f rom above")

When Jesus says th is  to Nicodemus,  Nicodemus doesn' t  understand and quest ions Him fur ther .  In  reply
Jesus says,  "Except  a man be born of  water ,  and of  the Spir i t ,  he cannot  enter  the k ingdom of  God."
In the or ig inal  Greek i t  reads "born of  water  and of  sp i r i t " .  .  .
The language here is  ptc tor ia l :

WATER represents CLEANSING
SPIR IT  rep resen ts  THE K IND OF CLEANSING

i .e .  EXCEPT A  MAN BE BORN OF SPIR ITUAL  CLEANSING HE CANNOT SEE THE K INGDOM OF
GOD.
This takes p lace by the operat ion of  the Holy Sprrr t  through the word of  God.  T i tus 3:5.

b )  R E C E I V I N G  O F  D I V I N E  L I F E  _  T H E  S P I R I T  O F  G O D
At the t ime of  the new bi r th God puts His Holy Spir i t  wi th in us and we then become par takers of  His
Div ine L i fe and Nature.

Eze .  36 :26 ,27  "A  new hea r t  a l so  w i l l  I  g i ve  you ,  AND A  NEW SPIR IT  WILL  I  PUT  WITHIN
YOU: and I  wi l l  take away the stony heart  out  of  your  f lesh,  and I  wi l l  g ive
you  an  hea r t  o f  f l esh .  And  IWILL  PUT MY SPIR ITWITHIN  YOU and  cause
you to walk in  my statutes,  and ye shal l  keep my judgments,  and do them."

Jn.  l0 :10 " l  am come that  they might  have l i fe ,  and that  they might  have i t  more
abu ndant l  y . "

l i fe  = Gk.  "Zoe" = d iv ine l i fe ;  se l f -ex is tent  l i fe  of  God.

HOW CAN I  EXPERIENCE THE NEW B IRTH?

a) Through repentance -  (being sorry enough to qui t )
Repentance is  not  just  having sorrow for  s in,  but  rather  a change of  mind,  leading to a change of  act ion,
conduct & direction. Or, another way of putting it is "true sorrow for sin with a sincere determination
to forsake it" as expressed in Proverbs 28: | 3.

"He that covereth his sins shall not prosper, but whoso confesseth and forsaketh
them shal l  have mercy."

Repentance is God's command to all everywhere. 2 Pet. 3:9
"God  i s  no t  w i l l i ng  t ha t  any  shou ld  pe r i sh  BUT THAT ALL  SHOULD COME TO REPENTANCE. "

(Jesus emphasized it - Lk 24:47; Mthw. 9: l3; Mk. 2:17; Mk. 6: l2; Mthw. l2:41)

THERE CAN BE NO SALVATION WITHOUT TRUE REPENTANCE.
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b )  Through Fa i th  in  the  Lord  Jesus
Rm. l0:9 That i f  thou shalt co

tha t  God ha th  ra ised

c) Assurance

d) Adopted

e) Sanctif ied

Christ
nfess wi th thy mouth the Lord Jesus,  and shal t  bel ieve in  th ine heart
Him f rom the dead.  thou shal t  be saved.

Acts l6 :31 Bel ieve on the Lord Jesus Chr is t ,  and thou shal t  be saved.

Acts 4: | 2 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there ls none other name under heayen glyen
among men, whereby we must be saved.

From theseScr iptures we not  only  see the importance of  having fa i th ,  but  a lso that  our  fa i th  is  to  be in
the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Salvat ion is  only  AVAILABIE for  us in  Him, for  He made i t  possib le for  us to be reuni ted to God by
paying the penal ty  of  our  s ins.  (Read last  week's  notes -  "What  Jesus legal ly  accompl ished for  us" . )

c)  Through lnv i t ing Chr is t  in to our  l ives
R e v . 3 : 2 0  B e h o l d l s t a n d a t t h e d o o r a n d k n o c k ;  l F A N Y M A N h e a r m y v o i c e , a n d O P E N T H E D O O R ,

I  WILL  COME lN  TO H lM,  and  w i l l  sup  ( f e l l owsh ip )  w i t n  h im ,  and  he  w i th  Me .

d) Through Making a confession of your personal faith in Christ
Rm. l0 :9 That  i f  thou shal t  CONFESS wi th thy mouth the Lord Jesus,  and shal t  bel ieve in  th ine

heart  that  God hath ra ised Him f rom the dead,  thou shal t  be saved.

Rm. l0 :10 For  wi th the heart  man bel ieveth unto r ighteousness;and WITH THE MOUTH
CONFESSION IS MADE UNTO SALVATION.

Ampl i f ied Bib le " .  .  and wi th the mouth he confesses -  declares (openly)  and speaks out  f reely  h is
fa i th  -  and conf i rms (h is)  sa lvat ion" .

God is  looking for  more than just  fa i th .  He wants act ion too.  l t  is  the act ion of  our  confession that
establ ishes,  conf i rms and completes the exper ience of  'sa lvat ion '  wi th in us.

THE NEW B IRTH ALTERS OUR STATUS WITH GOD

a) Justif ied Before ,  I  was  a  condemned s inner .  bu t  now a f te r  the  new b i r th  I  can  s tand be fore
God " ius t  as  i f  I  had  never  s inned" .  Rm.5 . ' / .  (Because o f  Jesus ,  l ' ve  been acqu i t ted
of  the  charge and se t  f ree) .

I  have rece ived H is  d iv ine  l i fe  -  "O ld  th ings  have passed away and a l l  th ings  have
become new"  and now I  am a  new crea ture  in  Chr is t .  (Because o f  H is  l i fe  w i th in
me,  there  is  a  change in  my charac ter  and conduct ) .

Hav ing  exper ienced God 's  fo rg iveness  and c leans ing ,  I  can  now come in to  God 's
presence BOLDLY (w i th  to ta l  assurance)  w i thout  any  sense o f  condemnat ion .
(Heb. 4: l6; Rm. 8: | )

I  have now become a  member  o f  God 's  fami ly  -  hav ing  been t rans la ted  f rom the
k ingdom o f  darkness  in to  the  k ingdom o f  God.  ln  Jn .  |  :  |  2  we are  sa id  to  be  "sons

of  God" .  We are  a lso  jo in t -he i rs  w i th  Chr is t .  Ga l .  4 :7

I am now separated - set apart for the Lord's use.
1  Cor .  6 :19 ,20 . .  .  "and ye  are  no t  your  own .  .  .  fo r  ye  are  bought  w i th  a  p r ice  .  . "

1  Cor .  7 :22 ,23 .  .  .  " l i kewise  a lso  he  tha t  i s  ca l led ,  be ing  f  ree ,  i s  Chr is t ' s  servant  .  .
Ye  are  bought  w i th  a  p r ice ;  be  no t  ye  the  servants  o f  men. "

b) Regenerated

THE PURPOSE OF THE NEW B IBTH

The best  way to i l lust rate th is  is  to  draw a paral le l  to  a natura l  b i r th .  In  the natura l  b i r th ,  the baby has
th ree  th ings : 1 .  A  L I F E  t o  b e  l i v e d .

2.  A NATURE to be developed.

3 .  POWERS (o f  m ind ,  body ,  and  sp i r i t ) t o  be  used .

In the spi r i tua l  b i r th ,  we receive f rom God:-

1 .  THE GIFT  OF  A  NEW L IFE  TO BE L IVED FOR GOD
Li fe br ings two th ings -  re lat ionships and responsib i l i t ies.
Through the "new bi r th"  I  am now re lated to God,  and I  have a RESPONSIEILITY to God as my
heavenly Father .

2.  A NEW NATURE TO BE DEVELOPED FOR GOD
God's purpose for  us is that  we might  be 'conformed to the image of  His Son' .  Rm.8:29.
Also, i t  is  His purpose that  those about  us might  understand the nature of  God through what  they
see of  Him demonstrated lN OUR LIVES.

3 .  NEW POTENTIAL IT IES  TO BE DEVELOPED AND USED FOR GOD
Each one of  us has a par t icu lar  funct ion (min is t ry)  in  the body of  Chr is t .  I  Cor .  l2 :12-31.
God equips us wi th the g i f ts  of  the Holy Spir i t  to  a id us in  our  par t icu lar  min is t ry .  1 Cor.  12.

EXERCISE (You may wtsh to answer on a separate sheet )
1. Why is the new birth necessary?

2.  ln  your  own words  exp la in  what  takes  p lace  a t  the  t ime o f  the  'new b i r th '?

3.  What  four  s teps are necessary to exper ience the new bi r th?

4.  What  does ' reoentance '  mean?

5.  Descr ibe how our  s tatus wi th God is  changed as a resul t  o f  the new bi r th.
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STUDIES FOR CHRISTIATI GROWTHgEG!D
FEUND6fiIENF

SALVATION FROM THE FLESH
1 .  INTRODUCTION
In last  week's  s tudy we saw that  the "new bi r th"  involved the c leansing of  the heart  and the receiv ing of
Div ine l i fe ,  thus making us par takers of  the l i fe  and nature of  God.  However,  as we progress in  the Chr is t ian
l i fe  we become increasingly  aware of  a CONFLICT of  f leshly  thoughts and desi res warr ing wi th in us,  such
as Paul expresses in Romans 7.

To exper ience v ic tor ious Chr is t ian l i fe ,  i t  is  essent ia l  for  every born-again bel iever  to understand:-

1.  What  he has obta ined through the new bi r th
2.  What  s t i l l  l ingers on of  h is  own natura l  endowment

The new bi r th deals wi th our  s ins.  i .e .  What  we have done.
However we st i l l  need to go a step fur ther  in  the p lan of  God and understand how He deals wi th "what
we are" i.e. the flesh.

( l t  is  important  to  d iagnose the problem in order  to prescr ibe a suf f ic ient  remedy).

2 .  THE PROBLEM _  THE CONFL ICT  BETWEEN THE FLESH AND THE SPIR IT  OF  GOD

THE CONFL ICT  BETWEEN THE OLD NATURE AND NEW NATURE

ln Romans 7: | 5-23 Paul speaks of his own experience:'

"For that which I am doing, I do not understand: very evil that I do not wish. But if I am doing the
for I am not practising what I would like to do, very thing I do not wish, I am no longer the one
but I am doing the very thing I hate. But if I do doing it, but sin which dwells in me. I find then
the very thing I do not wish to do, I agree with the principle that evil is present in me, the one
the law, confessing that it is good. So now, no who wishes to do good. For I joyfully concur
longer am I the one doing it, but sin which ind- with the law of God in the inner man, but I see a
wells me. For I know that nothing good dwells in different law in the members of my body, wag-
me, that is, in my flesh; for the wishing is present ing war against the law of my mind, and making
in me, but the doing of the good is not. For the me a prisoner of the law of sin which is my
good that lwish, ldo not do; but I practise the membere 1

(New Amer ican t ranslat ion) .
Many of  us can ident i fy  wi th Paul 's  f ina l  cry of  despair  in  th is  s i tuat ion,  "Oh wretched man that  I  am!
Who shal l  del iver  me f rom th is  body of  death?"
3 .  WHAT IS  THE FLESH?
A r e a d i n g o f  t h e a b o v e v e r s e s i n  R o m a n s Z r e v e a l s t h a t t h e c o m p o n e n t s o f  t h e f l e s h a r e : - 1 )  S I N

and  2 )  |  (MYSELF)
1.  The "s in"  here is  the "power of  s in"  or  " law of  s in"  work ing wi th in our  members and must  not  be

confused wi th s ins,  i .e .  what  we have done in the past .  No mat ter  how many s ins we commit ,  i t  is  the
" law of  s in"  that  leads and inc l ines us to s in.
I need forgiveness for my sins, but I need deliverance from the "power of sin" or the "law of sin".
(See scriptures Rm. 7:21. 23, 25; Rm. 8:2).

2.  "1"  is  what  we commonly acknowledge as "SELF" and is  otherwise referred to in  scr ip ture as the "o ld
man". (Rm. 6:6; Eph. 4:22; Col. 3:9).
The conf l ic t  ar ises when "sel f "  (our  own fa l len nature)  seeks to dominate and draw us in to doing our
"own th ing"  independant  of  God,  instead of  y ie ld ing to the Lordship of  the Holy Spir i t  wi th in us.

N.B.  l t  is  important  not  to  confuse the " f lesh"  wi th the "soul" .
The soul  is  made up of  the mind,  emot ions,  and wi l l ,  and is  to  be a vehic le for  the expression of  the Holy
Spir i t  through us.  The soul  is  to  be under the Lordship of  the Holy Spir i t  and is  Not  to be destroyed.
The f lesh,  however,  is  ev i l  in  nature and seeks cont inual ly  to  express i tse l f  through the body and the soul
of man. The power of f lesh has been destroyed (past tense) through the death and resurrection of the
Lord Jesus Christ.
4 .  WHAT IS  THE NATURE OF THE FLESH?
1. "That which is born of the flesh is f lesh"

No amount  of  educat ion,  improvement ,  cu l t ivat ion,  moral i ty  or  re l ig ion can turn man f rom being
f leshly.  No human ef for t  or  power can a l ter  h im.

2. God looks upon the flesh as utterly corrupt.
So c losely is  i t  l inked wi th lust ,  that  the Bib le of ten refers to " the lusts of  the f  lesh" .  (  2  Pet .  2 :18) .
God warns His saints to hate "even the garment spotted by the f lesh". (Jude 23).

3.  The f lesh is  exceedingly s t rong towards s inning and fo l lowing sel f ish desi re i  and extremely weak
towards the wil l of God. (Rm. 8:3,7; Rm.7:15-23).

God recognizes the impossibil i ty of the flesh being changed or bettered. The purpose of God is therefore
never to reform the f lesh, but to DESTROY lT. (Gal. 2:20; Rm. 6:6, 7, 9-1 | ).



5 .  GOD 'S  PROVIS ION FOR OUR DEL IVERANCE FROM THE POWER OF THE FLESH

The blood can wash away our  s ins.  but  i t  cannot  wash away our  "o ld nature"  or  the " law of  s in"  work ing
wi th in our  members.  l t  requi res the "power of  the cross '  to  destroy i ts  power.  (The b lood deals wi th the
sins,  and the cross deals wi th the s inner) .

God's provision for the Christian to overcome the oower of the flesh is the death and resurrection of the
Lord Jesus Christ.

Rm.6:3 "Know ye not ,  that  so many of  us as we were bapt ized into Jesus Chr is t  were bapt ized
INTO H IS  DEATH?"

Rm.6:4 "Therefore we are bur ied wi th h im by bapt ism into death: that  l ike as Chr is t  was ra ised
up f rom the dead by the g lory of  the Father ,  even so we a lso should walk in  newness
of  l i fe . "

Rm. 6:8 "Now i f  we be dead wi th Chr is t ,  we bel ieve that  we shal l  a lso l ive wi th h im."

These references show that  as def in i te ly  as Chr is t  d ied by an act  and was ra ised by an act ,  so every bel iever
d ied in  th is  act  of  Chr is t  to  s in;  not  exper ient ia l ly  but  legal ly .

This once- for-a l l -death was not  something we could accompl ish.  l t  was accompl ished for  us at  Calvary.

Chr is t  not  only  d ied for  our  s ins,  but  a lso to DESTROY the power of  the law of  s in work ing wi th in our
l ives.  We who in Adam were dead lN s in,  are now lN Chr is t  dead TO s in ( the Fower of  s in) .

6.  APPROPRIATING GOD'S PROVISION

Bomans 6 lays the foundat ion for  the Chr is t ian 's  del iverance f rom the power of  the f  lesh.  The three key
words  he re  a re  KNOWING,  RECKON.  Y IELD.

1.  "KNOWING th is ,  that  our  o ld man is  cruc i f ied wi th Him, that  the body of  s in might  be destroyed,  that
henceforth we should not serve sin." Rm. 6:6.
The f i rs t  s tep is  to  KNOW th is  t ruth.  You may not  feel  i t ,  you may not  fu l ly  understand i t ,  but  you
acknowledge it and accept it as a truth laid down in God's word.

2.  "RECKON ye a lso yourselves to be dead indeed unto s in,  but  a l ive unto God."  Rm. 6:11.
Once you have acknowledged i t  as a t ruth in  the Word,  you are then to RECKON i t  as t rue for  yoursel f
personal ly .  Your confession should be the same as Paul 's  in  the fo l lowing verses:

" l  AM CRUCIF IED WITH CHRIST :  neve r the less  I  l i ve ;  ye t  no t  l ,  bu t  Ch r i s t
l iveth in  me:  and the l i fe  which I  now l ive in  the f lesh I  l ive bv the fa i th  of
the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me." Gal. 2:20.

" l  AM DEAD UNTO SIN and a l ive unto God".  Rm. 6:  |  | .

3 .  "YIELD yourselves unto God,  as those that  are a l ive f rom the dead,  and vour  members as inst ruments
of  r ighteousness unto God.  Rm.6:13.

Thi rd ly ,  we are to surrender ourselves to God real is ing that  we are not  our  own but  have been bought
with a great price so that we may reflect Him in our l ives.

Because of  the s impl ic i ty  of  the above three steps,  many Chr is t ians fa i l  to  embrace them but  rather  go
through a l l  k inds of  sp i r i tua l  gymnast ics in  t ry ing to at ta in th is  end.  However,  th is  is  God's prov is ion for
the Chr is t ian,  and when we apply these pr inc ip les,  then the exper ience of  the "cruc i f ied l i fe"  wi l l  become
exper ient ia l ly  ours.  Watchman Nee in h is  book,  "The Spir i tua l  Man", .nakes the fo l lowing comments:

"You say you st i l l  s in ,  but  God says you have been cruc i f ied on the cross.  You say your  temper
pers is ts ,  but  God's answer is that  you have been cruc i f ied.  You say your  lusts remain very patent ,  but
again God repl ies that  your  f lesh has been cruc i f  ied on the cross.  For  the moment wi l l  you p lease not
look at  your  exper ience,  but  just  hearken to what  God says to you.  l f  you do not  l is ten to His word and
instead look dai ly  upon your  s i tuat ion,  you wi l l  never  enter  in to the real i ty  of  your  f  lesh having been
cruci f ied on the cross.  Disregard your  feel ings and exper ience.  God pronounces your  f lesh cruc i f ied;  i t
therefore has been crucified. Simply respond to God's Word and you shall have the experience."

EXERClSE

1.  What  is  the f lesh?

2. What is the difference between the soul and the flesh?

3. What does it mean that we have been "crucif ied with Christ ,,?

4. What is the nature of the flesh?

5.  How do we exper ience de l i verance f rom the  power  o f  the  f lesh? (Exp la in  fu l l v )

FOOTNOTE:
" l t  i s  a  g rea t  e r ro r  to  cons ider  the  f lesh  erad ica ted  f rom us  and to  conc lude tha t  the  na ture  o f  s in  i s
comple te ly  ann ih i la ted .  Such fa lse  teach ing  leads  peop le  as t ray .  Regenera ted  l i fe  does  no t  a l te r  the  f lesh ;
c ruc i f  i x ion  does  no t  ex t ingu ish  the  f lesh ;  the  indwel l ing  Ho ly  Sp i r i t  does  no t  render  i t  imposs ib le  to  wa lk
by  the  f lesh .  The f lesh  w i th  i t s  f lesh ly  na ture  ab ides  perpetua l l y  in  the  be l iever .  Whenever  oppor tun i ty
is  prov ided for  i ts  operat ion,  i t  a t  once wi l l  spr ing in to act ion." Watchman Nee.
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STUDIES FOR CHRISTIA}I GBOWTHgE[!D
FESNENflIENg

DIVINE HEALING . SALVATION FROM SICKNESS
1.  SALVATION INCLUDES HEALING
Td;; rd 

jsa lvat ion 'means 
del ive iance f rom s in & s in 's  penal ty .  A prominent  par t  of  th is  penal ty  is

sickness. (Dt 28: | 5'61 ).

T h e w o r d ' s a v e d ' a s u s e d i n M k ' 1 6 : 1 6 ;  A c t s 2 l : 2 1 ;  R m ' 1 0 : 9  a n d i n m a n y o t h e r p l a c e s i s t h e G r e e k

word ,SOZO,which,  when proper ly  t ranslated,  carr ies the meaning of  physical  and spi r i tua l  heal ing.

The word 'sa lvat ion '  is  an a l l - inc lus ive word wi th gathers unto i tse l f  the meaning of

FULL  DEL IVERANCE,  COMPLETE SAFETY,  PRESERVATION &  SOUNDNESS.

2.  IT IS GOD'S WILL TO HEAL
J jtirievealed in the Nature of God Ex. l5:26; Ps' 103:l'3; Ps. 105:37'

God is a God of wholeness and harmony.
When the chi ldren of  lsrael  (a type of  the Church)came through the wi lderness,  God gave His chi ldren

a healing covenant. Ex. l5:26.
, , . ' i f t h o u w i | t d i I i g e n t I y h e a r k e n t o t h e v o i c e o f t h e L o r d t h y G o d , a n d

wi l t  do that  which is  r ight  in  His s ight ,  and wi l t  g ive ear  to His

commandments,  and keep a l l  His  s tatutes,  I  wlLL PUT (ALLOW) NONE

o F T H E S E D | S E A S E S U P O N T H E E W H I c H I H A V E B R o U G H T U P o N
THE EGYPTIANS: FOR I  AM THE LORD THAT HEALETH THEE,, .

ln  these words God was saying.  " l  am Physic ian by nature ' "
ln  ps.  105:37 we read,  "TherJ 'was not  one feeble person among thei r  t r ibes" ;  not  one among 3 mi l l ion

of them (at least).
b) lt is revealed in the ministry of Jesus Christ

There is  not  one inc ident  in  the whole of  the N.T.  where an indiv idual  came to Jesus in  physical  need

and was not  healed.  Acts 10:38;  Lk '  4 :18 '

Jesus was God mani fested in the f lesh / /  T im'  3:16)  and therefore expressed the wi l l  and nature of  God'

JESUS WAS THE WILL  OF  GOD IN  ACTION.

c) lt is sealed by Christ's atonement on the cross
Gal  3:13 "Chr is t  natr '  ngoggMED us f rom the cURSE of  the law,  being made a curse

FOR US. ' '
what was that curse? ln Deut. 28 we are told that the following diseases came upon tne people

because of  d isobedience to God's law:  pest i lence.  consumpt ion or  tuberculos is ,  fever ,  in f lammat ion,

extreme burning,  notcr , ,  u t . -ds,  scab,  i tch,  b l indness,  smi t ing in  the knee and in the leg,  and fa i l ing

oi i f . r . .v . r ,  uni iur t f r . r ' -  "ALL THE DISEASES of  Egypt ,  and a lso EVERY SICKNESS AND

EVgnyplnGUE which is  not  wr i t ten in  the book of  th is  law" '

However,  the gooct  news of  the N.T.  is  that  Chr is t  has REDEEfulED us f rom th is  curse of  the law,  being

made a CURSE for  us.  The curse of  the law inc ludes a l l  d iseases,  every s ickness,  and every p lague known

throughout the history of the world' (Deut' 28:60' 6l ) '

tsa.  53:4,5, ,Surely  He hath borne our  gr ie fs  (s ickness and d iseases)  and carr ied our  sorrows (pains)  '  '  '

But  He was wounded for  our  t ransgressions,  He was bru ised for  our  in iqui t ies;  the

chast isement  of  our  peace * . ,  ,pon-hi t  and wlTH Hls STRIPES WE ARE HEALED'"

(Also Mthw. 8: l7; I Pet' 2:24)'

Jesus not  only  d ied for  our  s ins,  but  ALSO in His death He bore our  in f i rmi t ies,  our  d iseases,  and our

s icknesses,  AND WHAT HE BORE, WE DO NoT NEED TO BEAR. What  He took upon Himsel f '  we do

US WHAT GOD HAS ALREADY LA ID  ON JESUS.
WE miqht  be healed.

It is the same word that Jesus used when
Lk. 17:19.
f t's also the same word used in Lk' 8:36'

not need to suffer.
SATAN CANNOT, LEGALLY. LAY ON
Jesus became s ick wi th OUR diseases that

He sa id  to  the  leper ,  "Thy  fa i th  ha th  made thee who le"

"He tha t  was  possessed o f  the  dev i l s  was  HEALED" .

3 .  WHY ARE CHRIST IANS S ICK?- 
i) ignor.nce Through a lack of knowledge of what Jesus accomplished at Calvary.

(Jesusi ied not  only  for  our  s ins,  but  a lso for  our  s icknesses ' )

b) Disobedience - sin - rebell ion God's healing covenant to His children was conditi onal (Ex. l5:2d.

" lF THOU WILT ' l  )  d i l igent ly  hearken to the voice of  the Lord thy God
2) and wi l t  do that  which is  r ight  in  h is  s ight
3) and wilt give ear to his commandrnents
4) and keep all his statutes

" l  wi l l  put  none of  these d iseases upon thee,  which I  have brought  upon the
I  AM THE LORD THAT HEALETH THEE. ' '

Fgypt ians:  lTHEN



---I

c) Neglect of the Physical body
One of the commandments that the lsraelites were required to obey to experience continued physical
health was to rest on the 7th day. God in His wisdom instructed a day of rest for our own
PROTECTION.

Also God gave instructions on hygiene and the manner of foods to be eaten although we are not under
the Law today, it is significant that these laws on hygiene, food and rest required the same respect by
the Children of lsrael, as the rest of the Law, in order for them to experience HIS BLESSING in the
area of physical health.

d) Wrong attitudes
Wrong attitudes give rise to damaging emotions that are destructive to the physical body. (e.9. resentment,
fear, anger, anxiety, hate, envy, etc.)

In the book, "None of these Diseases", the writer shares how medical science is increasingly discovering
the relationship between "Upset mind - Sick Body".

e) A continuous wlong confession
Negativeness gives the powers of darkness a legal right to oppress you.

Prov. 6:2 "Thou art SNARED with the words of thv mouth, thou art TAKEN with the
words of thy mouth."

Prov. 23:7 "For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he."

f ) Not discerning the Lord's Body 7 Cor. 1l:28-30.
"But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.
For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to
himself, not discerning the Lord's body.
FOR THIS CAUSE MANY ARE WEAK AND SICKLY AMONG YOU, and many sIeCP., ,

4.  IF SICK -  THE STEPS TO TAKE

1 .  P raye r fu l l ycons ide r theaboveposs ib le reasonswhyChr i s t i anscou ldbes i ck toensu re tha tyou rhea r t i s
right to ask and expect the Lord to heal you.

2. Ask the Lord for His healing
Faith is the key to all answered prayers.

Rm. | 0: | 7 "So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word (rhema - quickened
word)  of  God."

As one begins to meditate in His word, faith is quickened within you. lt is this faith that opens the door
for God to move in response to your prayer for healing.

lf you l ive in a Christian household, ask one of them to pray for you with the laying on of hands.

Mk.  l6 :17,18
"And these signs shall follow them that believe; in my name shall they cast out devils, they
shall speak with new tongues . . . . they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall
recover."

James 5: /6 "Confess your faults one to another, and PRAY ONE FOR ANOTHER THAT YE MAY
BE HEALED. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much."

l f  s ickness cont inues -

3. Call for the elders of your church

James 5: l4 "ls any sick among you? Let him call for the elders of the church and let them
pray over  h im,  anoint ing h im wi th o i l  in  the name of  the Lord.  And the prayer  of
fa i th  shal l  save the s ick,  and the Lord shal l  ra ise h im up."

EXERCISE
1. How do we know that  heal ing is  God's wi l l?  (Give 3 reasons) .

2. Give 5 possible reasons as to why a Christian could be sick?

3 .  I n G a / . 3 : l 3 w e  r e a d " J e s u s h a s r e d e e m e d u s f r o m t h e c u r s e o f  t h e l a w b e i n g m a d e a c u r s e f o r u s "
With respect to healing, what was that curse? (Duet. 28).

4. At what stage would you call for the elders of the church?

5.  What  is  man's par t  in  mainta in ing good physical  heal th?
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STUDIES FOR CHRISTIAN GROWTHgE[!D _
FEUflD6T!EIJ9

DELIVERANCE-SALVATION FROM THE POWER OF SATAN
1 .  IS  DEMON ACTIV ITY  REAL?
We have read many a. .orn i i  o t 'Oemon act iv i ty  in  heathen countr ies but  perhaps have not  real ised that

Satan and h is  demons are equal ly  real  whether  in  heathen lands or  in  so-cal led enl ightened c iv i l izat ions.

a)  Jesus made i t  c lear  in  His min is t ry  that  demons were spi r i t  be ings to be reckoned wi th.  The Bib le

speaks of  a foul  sp i r i t ,  sp i r i t  o f  fear ,  ly ing spi r i t ,  sp i r i t  o f  bondage,  unclean spi r i t ,  dumb spi r i t  and

others.  There are many scr iptures which indicate that  a maior  par t  of  the min is t ry  of  Jesus was to set

t hecap t i ves f ree f romthese fo rces .  e .g .Mk .5 : l - 9 ;M thwg :32 -33 ;Mk .9 :17 -29e tc '

Not  only  d id Jesus cast  out  demonic spi r i ts ,  but  a lso He gave author i ty  both to His d isc ip les and to the

seventy He sent  out  to  cast  out  devi ls .  These men returned and test i f ied that  even demons had been

subject  to  them in the name of  Jesus '

b)  Today,  unto ld mi l l ions are d iscover ing and exper iencing the real i ty  of  the power of  Satan through

u"p.r i r .n t ing wi th occul t  pract ices such as for tunete l l ing,  seances,  wi tchcraf t ,  t ranscendenta l

med i ta t ion,  c la i rvoYancY etc.

2 .  OCCULT INVOLVEMENT IS  D ISOBEDIENCE TO GOD'S  WORD

ln Deut .  18:9-12 God warns:

"Thou shal l  not  learn to do af ter  the abominat ions of  those nat ions '
The re  sha l l  no t  be  found  among  you  anyone .  .  . . "

1.  " that  useth d iv inat ion"  ( for tunete l l ing)
2.  "or  an observer  of  t imes" (soothsayer)

3.  "or  an enchanter"  (magic ian)
4.  "or  a wi tch"  (sorceress)
5.  "or  a charmer"  (hYPnot is t )
6.  "or  a consul ter  wi th fami l iar  sp i r i ts"  (mediums possessed wi th a spi r i t  or  guide)

7.  "or  a wizard"  (c la i rvoyant  or  psychic)

8.  "or  a necromancer"  (medium who consul ts  the dead)

, ,FoR ALL that  do these th ings ARE AN ABoMINATIoN UNTo THE LoRD' ,

God not  only  forbade par t ic ipat ion in  ALL forms of  occul t ism but  fur ther  concludes that

a)  contact  wi th the occul t  is  SPIRITUALLY DEFILING Lev.  19:31.

b)  and suf f ic ient  grounds for  re ject ion of  the soul  by God'  Lev '  20:6 '

3.  CAN A CHRISTIAN BE OPPRESSED OR POSSESSED BY SATANT

Not only  was t t  necessary for  chr is t  to  del iver  us f rom s in 's  bondage,  but  a lso f  rom satan 's  power and

author i ty .  We are not  necessar i ly  f ree f rom Satan's  power because the s in quest ion has been set t led '

1.  Satan can at tack us apart  f rom s in,  and can gain in f luence over  us in  that  at tack i f  we "are ignorant

of his devices" 2 Cor. 2: I l.
ln 2 Cor. I l :3 we read that Satan "beguiled Eve through his subtilty"' (See Eph. 6: I l, l2).

2.  Secondly,  we are to ld to "nei ther  g ive p lace to the devi l "  (Eph.4:27)  because " to whom ye y ie ld

yourselves servants to obey,  h is  servants ye are to whom ye obey" (Rm.6:16) .

In scr ipture we see numerous examples of  people who walked wi th God opening themselves up to and

eventual ly  being taken over  and contro l led by Satan.  In  each case i t  was the resul t  o f  cont inuing wrong

at t i tudes,  thoughts,  and mot ives that  prov ided the door for  Satan to enter .

1.  Judas  (one o f  the  1  2  apos t les )
2 .  Anan ias  & Sapph i ra

"Then Satan entered into Judas" Lk' 22:3
"Why hath Satan f  i l led th ine heart

i

i

i
I

i

to  l ie  to  the HolY Ghost?"
3.  Saul  ( the Lord 's  anointed)  was fu l l  o f  hatred and jealousy of  David and

then became obsessed and dr iven wi th the desi re to murder  h im'
(David had previously  min is tered to Saul  when Saul  wastroubled by an
evi l  sPi r i t ' )  |  Sam'  16:14-23

3.  In the major i ty  of  cases.  a Chr is t ian 's  requi r ing del iverance would be a d i rect  resul t  o f  pre-salvat ion days

because of:
A)  Involvement  wi th the occul t
B)  Heredi tY Factors
C) BackgroundexPer iences

Acts 5:3.

__ l i
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Mk 9:47
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l l  The poss ib i l i t y  o f  a  Chr is t ian  requ i r ing  de l i verance can be  unders tood when we rea l i se  rha t  man is  a  t r in i t y
l l  o f  body ,  sou l  and sp i r i t .  The new b i r th  dea ls  w i th  the  sp i r i t  o f  man.  H is  sp i r i t  wh ich  was dead in  t repasses

a n d  s i n s  i s  n o w  m a d e  a l i v e  u n t o  G o d .  T h e  S p i r i t  o f  G o d  i s  o p e r a t i n g  i n  h i m  w i t h i n  i n  h i s  h u m a n  s p i r i t ,  a n d
n o  e v i l s p i r i t  c a n  e n t e r  t h i s  r e a l m .

However ,  demons can inhab i t  the  rea lm o f  the  sou l  wh ich  is  inc ludes  our  persona l i t y ,  m ind ,  d r ives ,
emot ions ,  w i l l  e tc .  A l though demon ac t iv i t y  in  the  rea l  o f  the  sou l  may no t  a f fec t  our  sa lva t ion ,  i t  w i l l
cer taan ly  cause us  to  be  a  de fea ted  Chr is t ian  in  some area  o f  our  l i fe .

) ,  4 .  CHRtST' ,S DEFEAT OF SATAN

There can be no permanent  v ic tory in  the l ives of  Chr is t ians unt i l  they SEE and APPROPRIATE the fact
that Satan was defeated at Calvary.

I Jn. 3:8 For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that HE might destroy the
works of  the devi l .

Col .  2 :15 And having spoi led pr inc ipal i t ies and powers,  He made a shew over  them openly,
t r iumphing over  them in i t .

In  these scr iptures a lone we see:

1.  Jesus has destroyed the works of  the devi l
2 .  Spoi led h is  power
3.  Tr iumphed over  h im.

The Greek meaning of the word "destroy" is "to render powerless or put out of action'l The cross therefore
has put  the devi l  out  of  act ion potent ia l ly .  Jesus Chr is t  has potent ia l ly  del ivered every soul  f rom Satan's
power. (Lk. l0:19; Jn. l2:31).

Since Calvary, Satan has been an usurper. He has no rights whatsoever. And because he is an usurper, he
can be resisted wherever his power is felt and commanded to depart. (Eph. 4:27, James 4:7; I Pet. 5:8,9)

5 .  OUR POSIT ION IN  CHRIST

In the above paragraph we saw that  Satan was tota l ly  defeated by Jesus Chr is t  at  CalvarV.  However,  for  us
indiv idual ly  to  exper ience Chr is t 's  v ic tory,  we need to know our  posi t ion in  Chr is t .
Christ's position
Eph. l:2O23 "Which He wrought in Christ, when He raised Him from thedead and set

Him at  His own r ight  hand in the heavenly p laces,  FAR ABOVE ALL
P R I N C I P A L I T Y .  A N D  P O W E R ,  A N D  M I G H T ,  A N D  D O M I N I O N ,  A N d
every name that  is  named,  not  only  in  th is  wor ld,  but  a lso in  that  which
i s  t o  come :  and  HATH PUT ALL  THINGS UNDER H IS  FEET and  o i ven
Him to be head over  a l l  th inos."

Our position in Christ
Eph.  2:5-6 "Even when we were dead in s ins,  hath quickened us TOGETHER wi th

Chr is t  .  .  .  and hath RAISED US UP TOGETHER,and made us StT
TOGETHER IN  HEAVENLY PLACES IN  CHRIST  JESUS. "

Where?

"FAR ABOVE a l l  p r i nc ipa l i t y  and  power ,  and  m igh t ,  and  domin ion . "

6 .  D IST INGUISHING THE WORKS OF THE FLESH FROM DEMON ACTIV ITY
Gal .  5:  l9-21 "Now the works of  the f lesh are mani fest ,  which are these;  adul tery,  f  orn icat ion,

uncleanness,  lasc iv iousness,  ido lat ry ,  wi tchcraf t ,  hatred,  var iance,  emulat ions,  wrath,
st r i fe ,  sedi t ions,  heresies,  envyings,  murders,  drunkenness,  revel l ings,  and such
l ike .  .  .  they which do such th ings shal l  not  inher i t  the k ingdom of  God."

None of  these th ings in  i ts  in i t ia l  upr is ing is  a demon.  l t  is  the work of  the f  lesh.  At  th is  s tage,  i t  is  in  your
contro l  as to whether  you are going to y ie ld to or  refuse i ts  outwork ing in  your  l i fe .

l f  you cont inue to y ie ld in  that  area,  e.g.  forn icat ion,  a spi r i t  wi l l  enter .  l t  is  then that  the lvork of  the
f lesh becomes dr iven by an ev i l  sp i r i t .  (e .9.  Saul ;  Judas) .
( ln  scr ip ture,  the horse is  a type of  the f lesh.  e.g.  The Egypt ians rode upon horses af ter  the lsrael i tes.
The f  lesh wi l l  have for  i ts  r ider  an ev i l  sp i r i t ) .

7 .  STEPS TO DEL IVERANCE

1. lso late the problem. This means to determine and p inpoint  what  the actual  problem is .
Confession of  s ins i f  necessary.  l t  is  important  for  the person to be tota l ly  honest  and to cal l  s in .  s in
and then to ask for the Lord's forgiveness and cleansing ( | Jn. | :9).
Renounce Satan, resist him, and command him to depart (James 4:7).

Cut off the things that feed the problem. This could involve:
a) Destroying all occult objects and occult l i terature (Acts l9: l8-19)
b)  Put t ing an end to cer ta in re lat ionships,  in terests,  etc .
"And i f  your  eye causes you to s tumble and s in,  p luck i t  out :
I t  is  more prof i table and wholesome for  you to enter  the k ingdom of  God wi th
one eye,  than wi th two eyes to be thrown into hel l . "
(Amp l i f i ed  B ib le ) .
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5. Apply the principles of the crucified l ife
(del  StuOy 3,  Saivat ion f rom the f lesh -  Knowing,  Reckoning and Yie ld ing)
Satan is a defeated foe but there is only one place where that fact can be a permanent reality in

our  l i fe  and that  p lace is  lN CHRIST.
As we abide lN CHRIST, we abide in  a posi t ion where Satan cannot  touch us.

By apply ing the pr inc ip les of  knowing,  reckoning,  and y ie ld ing,  we put  "our  f lesh"  to death,  thus
destroying any basis for Satan to touch us.

6. Exorcism - the prayer of deliverance
Many bel ievers by going through the above 5 steps wi l l  be able to br ing themselves in to a p lace of

complete f reedom. However,  i f ,  a f ter  having gone through these four  s teps,  the problem st i l l
pers is ts ,  i t  is  then that  you should seek the fur ther  ass is tance of  an exper ienced counsel lor  in  the

del iverance realm.

8,  HOW TO KEEP YOUR DELIVERANCE

1. Renewal of the mind Eph. 4:23 "And be renewed in the spirit of your mind"'
In  thei r  bondages,  many people adopt  cer ta in negat ive thought  pat terns which need to be broken af ter

they have gonJthrough the steps of  del iverance.  By an act  of  thei r  wi l l  they must  begin to br ing thei r

thoughts in to l ine wi th God's thoughts as revealed in  His word.

e.g.  l f  you have been del ivered f rom a spi r i t  o f  fear ,  your  confession should become, "God hath not
g i ien u i  the spi r i t  o f  fear ;  but  of  power,  and of  love,  and of  a sound mind".  2 T im l :7 '

2. Continually exposing your l i fe to God
a) By prayer .  EPh 6:18;  Jude 20
b) Reading His word.  Jn.  l5 :3 reveals that  the word is  a c leansing agent .

Therefore as we cont inue to feed upon His Word,  a work of  inner  c leansing
is  cont inual ly  tak ing p lace wi th in us '

3.  Cont inual ly  abid ing lN Chr is t
a)  Know and procla im your posi t ion in  Chr is t .  Eph.  l :18-23;  2:5 '
b)  Apply the pr inc ip les of  the cruc i f ied l i fe  (knowing,  reckoning & y ie ld ing) .

4. Resistance against Satan
S u b m i t t o G o O , r e s i s t t h e d e v i l , a n d h e w i l l f l e e f r o m y o u . J a m e s 4 : 7 ;  E p h ' 6 : 1 1 - 1 8 .
God has equipped us wi th suf f ic ient  armour to combat  Satan.  Fph.  6:12 '18 '

5. Fellowship with other Christians Heb' l0:25.
Other  Chr is t ians can g ive comfor t ,  encouragement,  and thei r  prayer  support ,  and a lso the assurance
that  we are not  s tanding a lone.

EXERCISE

1. Give 5 scr iptures that  reveal  that  del iverance was par t  of  Jesus 'min is t ry .  - -

2.  Satan  can ga in  access  in to  the  l i ves  o f  Chr is t ians .  How? - - , -

3 .  What  i s  the  d i f fe rence be tween the  works  o f  the  f  lesh  and the  work  o f  demons?

4.  What  are the s ix  s teps to del iverance?

5.  What  a re  the  necessary  p recaut ions  to  be  taken by  Chr is t ians  to  ma in ta in  the i r  de l i verance? I

- l
- - a
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STUDY 6 PROSPERITY

prosperous:-  f lour ish ing,  successfu l
prosper i ty : - prosper ing,  weal th

1 .  PROSPERITY  IS  THE SCRIPTURAL WILL  OF  GOD

To many,  "prosper i ty"  is  thought  of  in  terms of  only  f inance;  however,  the b ib l ica l  concept  o l  prosper i ty
is so much wider in scope as to encompass God's goodness in every area of your l i fe and being as it is so
powerfu l ly  and beaut i fu l ly  descr ibed in Deut  28.  Prosper i ty  is  the b less ing of  God,  and God does desi re to
bless us,

ln Deut.28:15-68 we learn that because of man's disobedience to God, he experiences the curse of God
which af fects h im not  only  f inancia l ly ,  but  mater ia l ly ,  physical ly ,  agr icu l tura l ly  and spi r i tua l lV ( indiv idual ly
and nat ional ly) ,etc .

However,  the g lor ious t ruth of  the N.T.  is  that  "Chr is t  hath REDEEMED us f rom the curse of  the law
BEING MADE A CURSE FOR US .  .  .  that  the b less ing of  Abraham might  come on the Gent i les through
Jesus Chr is t  . . . "  Ga| .3:13,  14.

ln  Gen 24:  /  we see the fu l l  extent  of  the b less ing of  Abraham that  is  avai lable to us.
" .  .  the Lord had BLESSED Abraham in ALL THINGS. . "

Just  as Adam was born in to God's supply through a physical  b i r th ,  so we are born again in to God's
provis ion by a spi r i tua l  b i r th .  "For  ye know the grace of  our  Lord Jesus Chr is t ,  that  though He was r ich,
ye t  FOR YOUR SAKES He  became poo r ,  THAT YE THROUGH HIS  POVERTY MIGHT BE R lCH. "  2  Co r .8 :9 .
2.  THE PURPOSES OF PROSPERITY
For a Witness
God wants the wor ld to know that  He is  our  Father  and that  He g ives abundant ly  to His chi ldren.  We are
to be l iving witnesses of His faithfulness.

Deut. 28:10 "And all people of the earth shall see that thou art called by the name
of  the Lord;  and they shal l  be af ra id of  thee."

Ps.  |  26:2 "  .  .  then said they among the heat .hen,  The Lord hath done great  th ings
for  them."

To give to others
2 Cor.  9:8 "God is  able to make a l l  grace ABOUND toward you that  ye a lways having ALL

SUFFICIENCY in ALL THINGS may abound to every good work ' "

2 Cor. 8: l4 "That now at this time your abundance may be a supply for their want, that
thei r  abundance a lso may be a supply for  your  want . "

2 Cor.9: l l  "Being enr iched in everyth ing to a l l  bount i f  u lness ( l ibera l i ty)  .  .  . "

3 .  THE AREAS OF OUR L IFE  AND EXISTENCE THAT GOD WANTS TO BLESS IN  ORDER TO
DEMONSTRATE HIS GOODNESS IN A PRACTICAL WAY (DEUI.28)

SALVATION FROM POVERTY
". . . I wish above all things that
3 Jn. v2.
DEF IN IT ION:  p rospe r : -

Career Ps. | :3
Dt. 28:8

Homes Dt .28:3

Gardens Dt. 28:4

Children Dt. 28:4

Animals Dt. 28:4

Cooking Dt. 28:5

thou mayest  prosper and be in  heal th,  even as thy soul  prospereth."

succeed, thrive, make successful

"Whatsoever he doeth shal l  prosper" .
"The  Lo rd  sha l l  command  the  b less ing  upon  thee . .  i n  a l l
that thou settest thine hand unto".

"Blessed shal l  thou be in  the c i tv  and b lessed shal t  thou be in
the  f i e l d " .  (Ps .  9 l  :  | 0 ,  |  1  ) .
"Blessed shal l  be .  .  .  the f  ru i t  o f  thy ground".  (This appl ies
to crops,  pastures,  vegetable gardens,etc. )

"Blessed shal l  be the f ru i t  o f  thy body".

"Blessed .  .  shal l  be the f ru i t  o f  thy cat t le ,  the increase of  thy
k ine,  and the f locks of  thy sheep".

"Blessed shal l  be thy basket  and thy store (kneading- t rough or
dough in K.  James margin render ing) .  An interest ing one for  the
women.

:
rl

I

Dt.  28:11 "And the Lord shal l  make thee PLENTEOUS lN GOODS".
Mater ia l  prosper i ty  is  as much the wi l l  o f  God as physical  and
spiritual prosperity and is further i l lustrated in Joshua l:5-9,'
1 Sam. 2:7-8; 3 Jn. v 2.

tVlaterially
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You wil l  be blessed in al l  that you undertake
Dt .  28 :6  B lessed sha l t  thou be  when thou comest  in ,  and b lessed sha l t  thou

be when thou goes t  ou t . "

On a National scale

a)  economica l l y  Deut .  28 :12  "And thou sha l t  lend  un to  many na t ions ,  and thou sha l t  no t  l to r row" .

b) voice of authority and national strength

Dt .  28  v  13  "And the  Lord  sha l l  make thee the  head and no t  the  ta i l ,
and  thou sha l t  be  above on lv ,  and thou sha l t  no t  be  beneath . "

Dt .28  v  l0  "And a l l  peop le  o f  the  ear th  sha l l  see  tha t  thor j  a r t  ca l le r l  l r y
t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  L o r d .  A N D  T H E Y  S H A L L  B E  A F R A I D  O F  T l l t E  

'

4 .  C O N D I T I O N S  T O  E X P E R I E N C I N G  H I S  P R O S P E R I T Y

1.  SEEK THE LORD Mthw 6 :33  "Seek ye  f i rs t  the  k ingdom o f  God,  and a l l  these th i r rgs  sha l l
be  added un to  vou. "

2 .  O B E D I E N C E  T O  H t S  V O I C E  A N D  H I S  W R I T T E N  W O R D
Deut .28 :1 ,2  " l f  thou  sha l l  hearken d i l igen t ly  un to  the  vo ice  o f  the  Lorc j

thy  God to  observe  and to  do  a l l  h is  commandments  wh ich
I  command thee th is  day ,  tha t  the  Lord  thy  God w i l l  se t
t h e e  o n  h i g h  a b o v e  a l l  n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  e a r t h .  A N D  A L L  T H E : l E
B L E S S I N G S  S H I \ L L  C O M E  O N  T H E E ,  A N D  O V E R T A K E
THEE,  i f  thou  sha l t  hearken un to  the  vo ice  o f  the  Lorc l  thy
G o d . "

3 .  G|VING Mal .3 :  l0 -12  "Br ing  ye  a l l  the  t i thes  in to  the  s to rehouse,  tha t  there  may be
m e a t  i n  m i n e  h o u s e ,  a n d  P R O V E  M E  N O W  H E R E W I T H ,  s a  t h
t h e  L o r d  o f  h o s t s ,  i f  l w i l l  n o t  O P E N  Y O U  T H E  W I N D O W S
O F  H E A V E N .  a n d  P O U R  Y O U  O U T  A  B L E S S I N G ,  t h a t  t h c r e
sha l l  no t  be  room enough to  rece ive  i t . "
(see Prov. l0:4; Prov. 3:9, l0; Prov. | 1.24, 25)

5 .  TEMPTATIONS OF PROSPERITY DCUI .  3 : IO-12

1. To forget God

2. To become proud and self  exalted

"Les t  when thou has t  ea ten  and ar t  fu l l ,  and  has t  bu i l t  good ly  houses ,  and dwel t  there i r r ;
a n d  w h e n  t h y  h e r d s  a n d  t h y  f l o c k s  m u l t i p l y ,  a n d  t h y  s i l v e r  a n d  t h y  g o l d  i s  m u l t i p l i e d ,
a n d  a l l t h a t  t h o u  h a s t  i s  m u l t i p l i e d ; T H E N  T H I N E  H E A R T  B E  L I F T E D  U P ,  A N D  T H O U
F O R G E T  T H E  L O R D  T H Y  G O D  .  .  . "

E X E R C I S E

1.  What  a re  two o f  God 's  purposes  in  p rosper ing  H is  ch i ld ren?

2.  Because of  s in,  man exper iences the curse of  God.  From Deut .28 l is t  a l l  the areas in  which the curse
has af fected man and h is  envi ronment .

3.  ln  Ga l .  3 :13 ,  14  we read tha t  Jesus  "has  redeemed us  f rom the  curse  o f  the  law"  tha t  we might
exper ience " the  b less ing  o f  Abraham" .  Wr i te  a  paragraph on  how you wou ld  expec t  to  see th is
t ru th  ou tworked in  your  own l i fe .

4.  What  are the two temptat ions of  prosper i ty?

5 \Vhat  a re  th ree  cond i t ions  to  exper ienc ing  God 's  p rosper i ty /b less ing?
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REVIEW

l.  What  is  the meaning of  the word "salvat ion"?

2.  What  does " fu l l  sa lvat ion"  inc lude?

3. What does it mean that Jesus died as "our substitute"?

4 .  l nGa la t i ans3 : l 3 ,  l 4 ,wea re to ld tha tJesushas redeemedus f romthecu rseo f  t he lawbe ingmadea
curse for us. From Deuteronomy 28 give a l ist of all the resulting effects of that curse upon man.

5. Because Jesus has redeemed us from the curse of the law we can experience the blessing of God upon
every area of our l i fe. With referencelo Deuteronomy 28 write a paragraph on how you would expect
this to effect your l i fe.
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STUDY 1 :  THE BIBLE -  GOD'S WORD; cOD lN HIS WORD.

A The Bible is written by God. lt is God's word for man's world.

1. What does the Apostle Paul say in 2 Tim 3. /6 about the Word of God?

God used many different men to write the Bible. They were tools in His hands, but He was the fountain, the
source of their thoughts, speech, and writ ings.

2. What does a) Exod 4: | 0-l 2, and bl Jer l:9 say about God speaking through men?

3. What does al Acts 3:20-21 and b) Exod 4: l4-16 sav about the source of the Word?
a )

rlThe Bible is composed of the Old Testament containing 39 books, and the New Testament containing 27 books.
/ l l t 's central person f rom beginning to end is Jesus Christ. As Dr W. Graham Scroggie said, "Behind the Book is a' J  

l r r  r  L r r r r r d r  P E r ) u i l  r r u r i l  u E g r r r i l i l r g  L u  t s i l u  r 5 J s 5 u 5  \ , I l I t s t .  A 5  L r r  v v .  u r a n a m  J c r o g g l e s a l o ,  E

/. lperson. ln the Old Testament He was predicted; in the Gospels He was presented; in the Acts He was proclaimed;

/ \ in the Epistles He was possessed; and in Revelation He is predominant."
: i---
i  NATURE OF THE WORD OF GOD

b)

God told the prophets what to say and then they spoke and wrote it down in their own language.
4. What did Peter say in 2 Peter l:21 which shows us this clearlv?

Uohn 6:57-58).

5. What is the third fact, that is shown in Matt 24:35?

f n contrast to the impotence of man's words, God's Word is Powerful. Heb 4: | 2.
What do the following passages say that God's word can do?
Heb 4: l2

Ezek 37:l-10

B.
6.
a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

Matt 10:34-35 (See Heb 4: l2l.
I Cor 14:23-25
lsaiah 55:10-11

7l
Besides being powerful, the Word shows God's authority.
What did Jesus say about the scripture which shows its authority?

c.
8. What does John 6.'63 say about the ESSENCE of the Word of God?

Because of this, what quality does it show forth? Jer 23:28-32.
v29

9.

a)

b)

c)

10.

v29

v28

Job rea f i sed thesequa l i t i esandmadeave ry in te res t i ngs ta temen tabou t theWoroo f  God  i nJob23 : l 2 .Read
this statement and write down the attitude we should have, and then back it up with a statement which Jesus
made.
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12. What is a second fact that is shown in Rev 22: l8-19?

D. The Word of God is Truth asJohn l7:17 says "Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is the truth." Because
of this.certain facts are clear about the Word of God.

11. What is one fact that is shown in Num 23: 19

13. Because it is truth and because of D. a) and b) it does what for us?

a) k l19:105.
b) Jer 9:23-24.

SUMMARY

The Bible is not an ordinary book. but the men who wrote it were inspired and moved by God's Holy Spirit to
write exactly the truth as God gave it to them. Every word is truth, f i l led with God's own power and authority.
Weshould therefore read the Bible as if i twere God Himself speaking to usdirectly and personally.

THE B IBLE  IS  TRUE

ALL THE Bib le is  t rue and is  in  real i ty  the Word of  God.
We believe every word of the Bible because:-

1.  JESUS CHRIST DECLARED THAT THE SCRIPTURE WAS INSPIRED.

The Lord Jesus quoted from at least 24 Old Testament books. He referred to Daniel 22 times; lniah 4O times; the
funtateuch 60 times; as well as the Psalms. He never implied that the evdnts or people recorded in the Old
Testament were mere fables or folk-lore. 

!

14. What did Christ claim in Luke 24:25-27?

Time and time again, Jesus repeated that all things in the scriptures must be fulf i l led. (Read Matt l3:14; Luke 2l:22;
John 1 3: 18; John | 7: | 2).

15. What does Jesus sav about the law of Moses in Luke l6:17.

By saying this, Jesus authenticated the Law of Moses.

16.  F inal ly ,  what  d id Jesus say about  His own Word in : -

rl Mark 13:31

This could only happen if the words were inspired

iil I John 8:42-47

| (Note that v47 has to say about receiving the word.)
i i i) John 6:63

iv) John 12:46-50
(Compare th is  wi th 2 Peter  l :21t . .

2 .  FULFILLED PROPHECIES SHOW THAT THE BIBLE IS TRUE.
We wi l l  look at  th is  in  2 sect ions:

24. Old Testament - prophecy concerning Christ - futfilled in the New Testament.
All of the more than 300 Old Testament prophecies about the first coming of the Messiah were fulf i l led in
the l ife of Christ.
Here are a few of them, with record of their fulf i l lment:

17. PROPHECY: He would be born in what city? Mich S:2
Fulfi l lment: Matt 2: | -6.

18.  PROPHECY: How would Chr is t  be bornT ls  7:  l4
Fuffif lment: Matt | : l8-25.

19. PROPHECY: Was Christ to suffer and make atonement for our sins? /s 53:4-6

FULFILLMENT: I  Peter  2:24-25

20. PROPHECY: Whbt would happen to Christ's body? Ps l6:9-10

FULFI LLMENT: Luke 24: l -47.
Find 4 more prophecies in Scripture and state where they are, and where they are fulfil led.
21 .

22.

23.

24.
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28.  HISTORICAL PROPHECIES.

We wi l l  look at  one examole here.

Tyre,  the great  mar i t ime c i ty ,  per ished as theScr ipture foreto ld.
Read Ezek 26:3-5. l2-14.

Tyre was a great  c i ty  which was extremely wel l  for t i f ied and occupied a st rategic  posi t ion on the Medi terranean
sea.  She was wicked and Ezekie l  pronounced th is  judqment  against  her  beiause of  her  wickedness and s ins.
The day came when Nebuchadnezzar.  King of  Babylon,  captured Tyre and destroyed her  wal led towers.  The people
t ransported everyth ing por table to an is land,  hal f  a  mi le out  to  sea.  Two centur ies la ter ,  A lexander the Great  bui l t
a  road f rom the main land to th is  is land by gather ing up the stones,  t imber,  and dust  of  the o ld c i ty  of  Tyre and
cast ing them into the sea.  (332-331 B.C.)  The c i ty  fe l l .  Today,  where Tyre once stood,  f  ishermen spread thei r  nets
to dry and repai r  them -  as the prophecy said.

There are many other  examples of  fu l f i l led h is tor ica l  prophecies which you can study.
Here are a few:-

2al The return of the Jews to lsrael after the f ulf i lment of Deut 28:63-65 and the woes of Jesus over Jerusalem.
b)  Jesus '  forete l l ing of  the temple 's  destruct ion -  fu l f i l led in  70 A.D.
c)  Jeremiah foreto ld exact ly  the length of  the capt iv i ty  of  the Jews in Babylon.
d)  lsa iah 's  prophecy that  the mighty invader,  Sennacher ib,  would not  be able to conquer Jerusalem.

In the spaces below, say where the prophecies predict ing, the above h is tor ica l  events are found in the Bib le.
(Use a Concordance or  Bib le Dict ionary to help) .

25.
26.
27.

28.

3 .  H ISTORY CONFIRMS THAT THE B IBLE  IS  TRUE.

The more men learn of  ancient  h is tory,  the more they d iscover  the t ruth of  what  the Bib le says.  The Bib le conta ins
wonderfu l ly  accurate h is tory.  l t  g ives many deta i ls  that  can be checked by archaeologists .  Here are a few examples:-

a)  Cr i t ics once c la imed the Bib le account  of  the invasion of  Canaan by the lsrael i tes was wrong.  They said that
the t r ibes just  wandered into the Land wi th no actual  conquests.  But  archaeologists  d iscovered c i t ies ment ioned
in the book of Joshua and these cit ies were covered with a layer of ashes, showing the results of destruction by
invasion.  Ar t i facts unearthed below the layer  of  ashes were Canaani te,  and everyth ing above i t  was lsrael i te .

b)  The Bib le speaks of  Ur  of  the Chaldees as being the boyhood home of  Abraham, who was the father  of  the
Jews and the Arabs. (Gen l7:31 ). At one time no such place was known. Todav excavators have uncovered
a large par t  of  th is  o ld c i ty .  Cr i t ics of  the Bib le have at tacked the authent ic i ty  of  the Books of  Moses.
because they said that  a lphabet ica l  wr i t ing was not  known in h isday.  Discover ies in  the Ur of  the Chaldees
show that  a lphabet ica l  wr i t ing was done even before the days of  Abraham.

Remember,  however,  that  the Bib le is  a h is tory of  more than just  the nat ions of  the wor ld.  The Bib le is  a h is tor ica l
account  of  God's revelat ion of  Himsel f  to  man.  l t  is  God's own revelat ion.

4 .  SC IENCE CONFIRMS THAT THE B IBLE  IS  TRUE.

Before Columbus sailed around the world, Scripture stated that the world is spherical in shape, ls 40:21-22; and it
also states that the earth is f loating free in space. Job 26:7.

All food on the earth for animals and plants, can be traced back to green plants, which manufacture their own food,
by a process cal led Photosynthesis .  Green p lants are therefore the f i rs t  s tepto a l l  food chains.  A green p igment  cal led
chlorophyl l  (which g ives p lants thei r  green colour)  is  necessary for  th is  process.  In  1900,  Melv in Calv in carr ied out
exper iments that  showed that  ch lorophyl lconver ted carbon d iox ide and water  in to food.  Yet  more than 3,000
years earlier, the Bible made a simple statement, "l have given every green planl for food." Gen l:30 and Gen g:2-3.
Green p lants make food for  a l l  o ther  organisms.

An important  by-product  of  Photosynthesis  is  oxygen.  Joseph Pr iest ly  d iscovered in 1775 that  oxygen is  necessary
for l i fe. Green plants and trees are the source of oxygen on earth and they are therefore necessary for l i fe on earth
to continue. ln Deut 20:19, written about 3,000 years ago, God warned men not to destroy trees as l ife depended
on them. This is  a sc ient i f ica l ly  correct  s tatement ,  proven only re lat ive ly  recent ly .

I n t h e l S 0 0 s t h e m o r t a l i t y r a t e  i n h o s p i t a l s w a s h i g h . D o c t o r s a n d s t u d e n t s w o u l d h a n d l e d e a d b o d i e s a n d t h e n .
without cleaning their hands, they would touch other patients. A young doctor, lynaz Semmelweis, observed that
the patients who were examined by doctors, after they had examined the dead, also died. He decided that hands
must be washed in running water after each case. The results were dramatic. However, many centuries before
Semmelweis. God had given Moses detailed instructions on handling dead and diseased people. See Lev l5:13.

The above are a few of the many examples where science has discovered something that the Bible had recorded
many centuries before.

CONCLUSION:

The Bible is no ordinary book. lt is God's word to man. it is truth (John l7: l7), it is l l fe(Matt4:4), and it is
eternal (Matt 24:35).
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.STUDY 2 .r l tE IMPoRTANCE OF GOD'S wORD.

irrurnooucrtoru:
. 1W. have fellowship with God in His Word. The Bible is God speaking to us personally and intimately, as though we

\  I  * . r r  the only one to whom He was speaking.  The Bib le wi l l  impart  l ight ,  understanding and spi r i tua l  food.  l t  wi l l
t\ , cl.an.., guide, sanctify, build-up etc. These aspects of God's Word should become clearer as you do this study.

' -KEY VERSE: MEMORY VERSE 2 TIM 3:16-17.

Write down the 4 things that 2 Tim 3: l6-17 says about why the Bible is profitable to a christian.

1 )

3)

2 l
4)

WHAT DOES THE WORD OF GOD DO?

A) The first thing God's Word does is found in John 6:63.

5, Read it and write down your answer.

6. What does Phit 2 v /6 say about tne 'Word't

Because the Word of God does thisranother dimension of God can be fulf i l led in our l i fe.

7. Read / John 2:5 and sav what this is.

8. Because the Bible is l i fegivingrwhat should our attitude be? | Peter 2:2. (Also Ps l9:7-10).

This enables us to 9)

B) The Word of God is often referred to as a mirrdr and because of this it does what?

10.  Heb 4:12

11. John l5:3; Psalm 119:9

Therefore, as we behold the Lord in His Wordrwhat happens?

13.  2 Cor 3:18

c)
14 .

Because the word of God is truth it INSTRUCTS us and it also

Acts 20:32
It is a foundation upon which rests the whole of the Christian faith and practice. Read Luke 6:47-49 and
Math 7:24-27.

15.  What  is  the key to a sol id  foundat ion?

As the Bible instructs us it is the standard by which all doctrine can be evaluated.

16. What did Jesus say in Matt22:29 which shows this to be so?

17 .

18 .

D)

1 9 .

To instruct us it must act as a Ps 1 19 v 105
and th is  g ives

Ps I l9:130
In th is  ro le the Word has 3 funct ions.  l t  exposes our  NEED; our  DEEDS; and i t  REVEALS God to us.

Ep 6:17 calls the Word what?
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The Greek for Word here is Rhema which means a "quickened word" i.e. a word brought alive to you personally
by the Spirit of God. Read Luke 4: l-14. Show from this how Jesus used the Word to deal with the 3 temptations.

20.

211 Rev l2: / / names 3 ways we can overcome the Devil. What are they?

r l

i i )

i i i )

Therefore we can testify what the Word says that the blood has done for us and overcome the accuser. e.g. Rm 5:9
says we are 'Justif ied by the Blood of Jesus'. "Justif ied" - "Made Righteous" or "Just as if l 'd never sinned".
2 Cor 5:21 says the same thing. Therefore my testimony would be: "Through the Blood of Jesus I am Justif ied.
made Righteous, Just as if l 'd never sinned".

E) The fifth thing that the Word produces is very important to the whole of our Christian walk.

22. What does Rm l0: | 7 say the Word produces?_

Again this is the Rhema - the quickened word. Because of this what doesJohn l5:7 say wil l happen?

23.

Also this scripture brings out a very important fact which shows what we should be doing with God'sWord. What is it?
.,4

(Try putting it into your own words).

F)  F inal ly  the Word g ives us

25. Ps I 19: 130, James 3: l7

26.  Psl  19:165 How?

CONCLUSION:

I Peter l:23 says "Being born again. not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible by theWord of God, which l iveth
and abideth for ever. . ." Because the Word causes us to be born of God we have the promise of I John 5:4. "For
whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith."

Praise God! We are able to l ive the victorious l ife God desires for us by abiding in His Word and allowing this Word
to root out the Adamic nature within us which is corrupt, and replace it with God's own nature.

Let us believe and obey.
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STUDY 3. A TIME WITH THE LORD. -OUIET TIMb.
berek Prince said, "Your attitude towards God's word is your attitude toward God Himself. You do not love God

more than you love His word. You do not obey God more than you obey His word. You do not honour God more

than you honour His word. You do not have more room in your heart and life for God than you have for His word."
(Foundations of Faith, Vol. 7, page 20).

i !

INTRODUCTION:
1. What does Jo hn l: | 4 saY of Jesus?

Because of this as we study and meditate in the word we have fellowshipwith Jesus. There are 2 sources of
knowledge. i) The Tree of Life ii) The Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil (see Gersrs Ch.2). We must draw

from the Tree of Life which is Jesus Christ. When we look at the word we must draw from our Lord Jesus Christ by

the Holy Spirit. Remember the Bible was written by inspiration of the Holy Spirit and so we therefore need the
Holy Spirit to interpret it for us. There are 3 ways of looking at the word: 1) Devotional Reading

2) Bib le Study
3) Instruction bY Ministries

ln th is  uni t  and the next  one we wi l l  be looking at  1)  and 2) .

DEVOTIONAL READING

MEMORY VERSES PSALM I v l-3.

The order in these verses is important. First: not walking in the counsel of the ungodly etc., but delighting in the

law (word) of God and meditating in it. Then second: rz3 Bearing fruit l ike a strong tree and there is no withering

or want.
- 
The greatest need of Christians, whether they are young or old in the Lord, is to spend a certain amount of t ime

everyday reading. meditating and praying.

David was called a man after God's own heart.

2. What was his daily practice as recorded in Ps 5:3?

3. Name 3 characteristics of the devotional l i fe of Jesus. Mark l:35.

a )

b)

c)

The following are a few guide l ines for a quiet t ime'

A. Decide on a definite place. Avoid distractions by finding a quiet private place of worship. lf privacy is

impossible, learn to concentrate.

B. Devotional t imes shoultl be unhurried and an air of expectancy should pervade them. Anticipate meeting
God. A brief t ime of attention and receptiveness in devotions is better than a long time with your mind on

other things.

C. The goal of a devotional t ime is to have fellowshipwith God and see how our own spiritual needs can be met.

So therefore come with openness of heart and respond wil l ingly to the leading of the Spirit.

4. What does beholding God in His word do for us? 2 Cor 3: 18

CONTENT OF DEVOTIONAL TIME:

A Firstly spend time in worship before the Lord.

5. What 2 things do we need to enter God's presence with? Pnlm 1(X):4

a)

What kind of person is God seeking? John 4:23-24-

b )

6.
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8. How do you pray and worship in the Spirit? | Cor 14:14.

7. How do we worship God? I Cor l4: l4-15

9. What should we do daily? Ep 5:18.

10. How does the word of God tell us to do this? Ep 5: l9-20.

11. What is God's response to the praise of His people? Ps 22:3.
From these fewScriptures we ctrn see that the right approach to God is through PRAISE, WORSHIP and
THANKSGIVING, unto Him for  what  He is  and what  He has done.

B. Secondly begin to read the word of God and meditate on it and receive it into your spirit as food.

12. What does the Psalmist encourage us to do that wil l produce spiritual strength and prosperity?
Psalm 1:2

a)

b)

13. What does Luke 4:4, Matt 4:4 say about l iving?
14. Deut 8:3. What did'God do to the Children of lsrael in the wilderness to show them what they needed

order to l ive?
Read
in orr

a ) _

b)

I l4at 5:6 says that if you exhibit 2 qualit ies towards righteousness - which is really towards God and/or His word -

something would happen.

15.  What  are the 2 qual i t ies? a l

16. What wil l happen?

b )

lVloses tells Joshua to obey the Law of God by doing three things. Joshua 1:7-9.

17 .

18.
1 9
n. What does God promise will be the result of doing this? Joshua l:78.

b l
rom these verses so far it is clear that God wants us to think and act on His word for it is LIFE to us. The key word

is "Meditation". In the Hebrew theword meditate means to'-muse or mutter aloud". Thuswhen we read the word
of God we should meditate upon it by thinking about it, talking about it with the Lord, and reading it over a few
times unti l God by the Holy Spirit begins to i l luminate our understanding of it.

We need to have a responsive heart - a heart that is wil l ing not just to l isten but to OBEY when God speaks. Allow
the Holy Spirit to write His laws on our hearts.

C. Thirdly. Spend the remaining time in prayer. Take the words you have just read and use them as the basis of a
prayer of your own unto God.

Oommit your day unto Him and pray for your needs or the needs of others whom you know about. Be specific in
your prayers.

21 . What does Matt 2l:22 say about our action and attitude in prayer?

al

a )

b)

72, What does James 3:2 say is relationship to prayer?

23. f f we ask in Jesus' name and according to God's wil l,what wil l happen? John l4: | 3.

24. Why is this?

It is also a gpod time to pray for others.

25. Whom dors I Tim 2: l-2 say we should pray for?
ftay for those involved in the work of the Lord, - Pastors, Group Leaders, Counsellors etc. Read I Th 5:12-13.

NOTE: Supplementary content for quietness may include reading from a devotional book or memorizing scripture.
CONCLUSION:

The need for a tinre with the Lord in His word cannot be over-emphasised. For those just starting, John's gospel is
a very good book to read. Take a chapter a day and expect God to speak to you and minister to you from it. As you
mature in the Lord you can study other books and also you should expect the Holy Spirit to lead you at t imes to
passages which God wants to speak to you about. In all of this be sensitive to God's moving by His Spirit and
respond to all that He says and asks and shows you.
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STUDY 4. BIBLE STUDY.
NOTE: Most of this study wil l be information with an assignment at the end. This assignment wil l be on Ps | 19.

INTRODUCTION:

D.L. Moody said, "l never saw a useful Christian who was not a student of the Bible. lf a man neglects his Bible, he
rnay pray and ask God to use him, but there is not much for the Holy Spirit to work with. We must have the Word
itself. which is sharper than any 2-edged sword."

MEMORY VERSE 2 TIM 2:15.

We study the Bible to get an appreciation of the whole of scripture so that we know what it says and we can talk
about it unashamedly. The word "study" in 2 Tim 2: l5 means to apply oneself to rightly divide or cut up the Word
of God. What does it say? What does it meanT How does it apply? What principles are here? etc.

Luke 4:4. Live By
Every Word of God.

2 Tim 2: l5

APPLYING Mt 7:  14

SOURCE: GOD

BY: 1)  Relat ionship
2) Revelation
3l Teaching
4) Holy Spir i t

PRER EOU ISI  TES FOR ACOU I  RI  NG SCRIPTURAL KNOW LEDGE

What does each of the following scriptures give as a prerequisite for Bible Study:

1 )  2 T h e s 2 v l 0 - l l .

21 1 Peter 2: l-2

3) John 5:44

4l Matt ll:25

5) John 7:16-17-

6) Acts 17: I l-12

Finally a TEACHABLE SPIRIT is required. All of these also are safeguards against deception.

We have a warning in 2 Peter 3:18 to grow in grace first - this is when the heart attitudes and motives have been
dealt with and then we grow in the knowledge of God. We must always remember that the scriptures were given by
the Holy Spirit and therefore the Holy Spirit is the onlyOne who can il luminate the scripture for us. Hence it is
necessary to be fi l led with the Spirit continually.

1. How is this done according to Ep 5: 18-20?



As Ep I v l7-18 says we should pray that God wil l give us the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of
Him that the eyes of our understanding might be opened to behold wondrous things in His Word.

Primarily Bible Study is being le'd by the Spirit over a long period of t ime in an "indepth study" of the Word.
Therefore it is necessary to begin as you would begin your quiet t ime. (See study 3).

TYPES OF BIBLE STUDY

There are many different methods of doing study and the information given with each method is only a guide and
doesn't have to be rigidly adhered to.

A) BOOK BY BOOK STUDY: The Bible contains many books and it is very helpful to study a book in its
completeness at only a few sitt ings. lt could be tackled the following way: 1) Find the author,
2) Find the definit ions of its t it le. 3) Discover the main themes, 4) Forwhat purpose was the book written?
5) List the truths 6) Record the meaning cif proper names, types, places etc, 7) Divide it into a helpful
out l inee.g.Thebookof  lsa iah, i )  In t roduct ion Chpl : l -2 .  i l  Sect ionof  Denunciat ionsChpl :3-Chp3:9:8.
It deals with a) Judgement of Judah and Jerusalem b) Judgement of other nations. i i i) Section of History
Chp 36-36. iv) Section of Consolations Chp 40-66 - Restoration, Redemption and Future Glory of God's
People.

Bl THEMATIC STUDY: Study of Themes.
Take subjects such as Grace. Truth, the Love of God, Redemption, Faith, Prayer, Justif ication, Peace,
Assurance, The Holy Spirit etc., and using a topical or reference Bible and a concordance, study the scope
of the topic throughout the Bible. You wil l f ind it necessary to divide each topic into sub-topics, e.g.
a)  The Holy Spir i t  in  l i fe  of  the bel iever  -  i )  g i f ts  i i )  f ru i ts ,  b)  The Holy Spir i t  in  the wor ld,  c)  The Holy
Spirit in the O.T., d) The Holy Spirit 's actions etc. Meditate in God's'Word unti l you get a theme. Then make
the sub-headings and study around these.

C) CHAPTER STUDY: This is similar to A) but you do an indepth study of only one chapter e.g. Ps l; ls 53;
Ps57/81;or the3greatwarningchaptersJer23;E233;Mat23.  Thisal lowsfor longermedi tat ionandout
of it can develop Thematic Studies. Always look for the Key verse and try to memorize it. Look up the
chapter in different translations and in general just allow God to speak to you (See Note 1 l.

Dl BIOGRAPHICAL STUDY - The Lives of People.
These are character studies. There are 2,930 people mentiond in the Bible. The lives of many of these make
extremely interesting studies. You may ask, "why study the l ife of a person?". Basically I believe the reason is
that what happened to them is an example to us. Read I Cor l0:l- l2.We can see how men and women did
many things in God. Here is an example of how to do a Character Study. E.g. Abraham. You could look at
1 )  Ea r f y l i f ea .ndp repa ra t i on ,2 )  H i sca l l - obey ing theca l l  (Gen12 : l  3 )TheCovenan t (Gen l2 :2 -3 ;17 : l - 21 , ) ,
4) Testingd/Gen22:l-19), 5) Faith and Obedience (Gen 22:l-19),6l,His benevolencc (Gen 14:20), 7l His
mistakes (Gen l6:3) 8) His intercession /Gen 18:22-32). Abraham is not only referred to in Genesis but also
in 2 Chr 20:7; Ne 9:7; Ps 105:6; Rm 4:3; Gal 3:6; Heb I l:8-10; Jas 2:21-23. lt is very valuable to look at
Bible characters' prayer l ives and experiences with God.

EI  OTHERS:
Study can be done on the basic doctrines as recorded in the Heb 6 v 1-2. This is an excellent place to start, as it
gives a foundation to build on. There are Bible Correspondence courses for Bible study and, of course, there'
are tapes.

HELPS FOR BIBLE STUDY:

A cross-reference Bible is a must e.g. Thompson Chain Reference Bible, Daikes Bible. The next most important help
is a Concordance. A Young's or Strong's Concordance would be advisable.

Other helps are a) Commentaries - Mathew Henry,Crudens.
b) Bible Dictionaries - Zondervan Press Bible Dictionary is excellent,
c) A Bible Handbook - e.g. Halley's Bible Handbook,
d) A Dictionary of Types.

Most of this depends on personal preference and those named here are iust examples of those used by the writer of
these notes.

MARKING YOUR BIBLE AND TAKING NOTES:

You should always make adequate neat notes on your studieswhich can be fi led for future use. Notes can be done
rerse by verse, subject by subject,etc.

Marking of the Bible preserves the result of study. lt keeps the outstanding truths frelh before you - this is equally
true of note taking. Also during "dry periods" marked sections can be a real source of blessing and encouragement
in God. What should you mark? This depends upon personal taste and training. Be open to the Holy Spirit. There
are 2 main systems of marking:

a) Underscoring or encircling with pencils and pens. e.g. Using ballpoint pens, you could have green for under-
l ining verses relating to topics; red and blue for underlining the quickened scriptures from Church and quiet t imes
and black for underlining important scriptures from study times.

b) The Colour Scheme - using coloured pencils to emphasize themes, either by colouring in or underlining.
This makes scriptures easy to find. There are many systems and you should develop one of your own. Here is an
example:

Light Blue = Praise, Worship, Thanksgiving; Green = References to the Word; Brown = Demonology and related
areas; Yellow = Holy Spirit - especially aspects of H is Work; Orange = Key verses in Books, Chapters and Doctrinal
themes; Pink = Salvation and Redemption; Red = Verses dealing with the Blood; Purple = Personally quickened
verses - important for guidance etc.; Blue = Future Hope.
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c) A third system is using symbols e.g. aspects of the work of the Holy Spirit are represented by a drawing of a
dove with the first letter of the Spirit 's work inside it, e.g.

Holy Spir i t
do ing work of  C.  i .e .  convic t ion.

TIME:

The amount  of  t ime spent  in  s tudy var ies.  l t  requi res d isc ip l ine to make t ime avai lable for  Bib le s tudy.  Most  of  you
willf ind that once you start you wish you had more time to spend in theWord. lt is important to spend the time
in a place where you won't be distracted.

ln closing we wil l look at the question, "What role does the intellect play?" Truth isnJ revealed by the intellect
but it is revealed by the Spirit for teaching, explaining and fitt in$Scriptures together, The intellect does come into
play, but even then it must sti l l  be guided and under the control of the Holy Spirit. We should always remember the
warning in 2 Peter 3:16-18. Do not wrest (i.e. distort, pervert, use to f it your own understanding) the Word of God,
for destruction wil l result. But grow in grace and then in the knowledge of God.

(Song). "Break Thou the bread of Life.
Dear Lord, to me

As thou didst break the loaves
Beside the sea.

Beyond the sacred page
I seek thee, Lord;

My spirit pants for thee,
O Liv ing Word."

NOTE:

Text Division - Originally the books were not separated into chapters and verses,which are sometimes quite faulty
in their division. e.g. John Z.'53 continues straight on to 8.'/. This must be watched in chapter study.

Italics - ltalics (words in slanted letters) are used to indicate words not found in the manuscripts. They are
inserted to make the meaning of the text clear e.g. Titus l:4.

Ptrnctuation - At f irst,words were written without spaces and punctuation. These were introduced later, which
means that  they may somet imes be mis leading.  e.g.  Ps 121:  l -2  should read.  " l  wi l l  l i f t  up mine eyes unto the h i l ls .
From whence cometh my help? My help cometh from the Lord which made heaven and earth."
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STUDIES FOR CHRISTIA}I GROWTH

STUDY 1 :  GENERAL AND PRACTICAL ASPECTS oF PRAYER

There is no set formula, or ritual. which you must carry out when you come to pray, but the scriptures do give
guidel ines about  some of  the th ings an indiv idual  should do.

A) One of the things you should do when you come to pray is Matthew 6:5$.

1 )

We need to seek seclusion:

a)  Because i t  e l iminates d is t ract ions.  Unless you del iberate ly  shut  yoursel f  o f f ,  and set  as ide a def in i te  t ime to
pray, there are always many things you can thirrk of to do, and these can distract your thoughts during your
prayer  t rme.

b)  Another  reason is  that  when you are in  seclus ion and you turn your  thoughts cont inual ly  toward the Lord,
and worship Him, then your  spi r i t  becomes quiet .

2) What do you do, when you are sti l l  before God? Ps4:4, Ps 46:10.

3) What does the Bible say about being sti l l  ard hearing God's voice? Num 9:8

B) Another  requi rement  before beginning to pray is  to  make sure you have what? Ps 24:34

I
)

5) Whv is it necessary to have these? Ps 66: 18.

Confess any conscious s in you have commit ted,  that  has not  a l ready been confessed and forg iven.  Do not ,
however, come under condemnation. Remember what / John l:9 says.

6. What does it say?

c)
7) Now what do we do? Ps 100:4.

8) What is one of the reasons why praise is necessary? Ps 22:3.

Praise not  only  br ings the presence of  God,  but  i t  a lso quietens your  spi r i t ,  so that  you are recept ive to God's
voice.

D) Wai t  for  the presence of  God to come. Cont inue to worship God,  and medi tate on Him unt i ld i rect ion in  prayer
comes,  and then begin to pray a long in that  d i rect ion.

9)  l f  the d i rect ion you are to pray in  is  not  c lear ,  you can e i ther

Rm 8:26-27. ,  I  Cor  14:15.

OR Pray general ly  in  the uncierstanding,  unt i l  there rs  a quickening in  your  sprr i t  about  the theme or  sublect  you
are praying about  at  that  moment -  th is  is  the burden of  the Spir i t .

E)  Once you know the burden of  the Holy Spir i t  pray and cont inue praying -  wi th your  understanding and wi th
tongues -  unt i l the burden,  or  concern l i f ts .  Frequent ly  vou wi l lexper ience the t remendous peace of  God when
the burCen l i f ts .

F)  The who le  o f  the  Godhead is  invo lved when we pray .

l0)  Who do we pray to? John |6:23.

11)  In whose name do we ask? John l6:23-24.

J o h n  1 6 . 1 3 .

il

121 Who reveals Godl  wi l l  to  you for  yot i  to  pray i t  ( i f  i t  is  not  a l ready stated in  the Word)

To be effective when we lrray we must understand the highest
receive a vast family of sons conformed to the image of who?

purpose o f  God.  The Fathers  in ten t ion  is  to

13)  2  Cor  3 :18 . I
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T h i s  f a m i l y  i s  t o  b r i n g  H i m  h o n o u r ,  g l o r y  a n d
P u r P o s e d  f o r  H i m .

sat is fact ion eternal ly .  The Son receives what  the Father  has

What is  th is? Col  | :  l8-19.  Ep 5:23
$

0
T h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  r e c e i v e s  a  g l o r i o u s  t e m p l e  o f l i v ing  s tones  fo r  H is  e te rna l  abode.

1 5 ) His abode at  present  is  what? |  Cor 6;19.

r o l As wel l  as th is  the Holy Spir i t  enabres the Lord to f  i i l  what? Jer  23:24

L t l

17)  What  does  1  John 5 l4  |  5  have to  say  about  p rayer?

The tag  '  i f  i t  be  thy  w i l l "  a t  the  end o f  a  p rayer  shows a  lack  o f  knowledge and fa i th .

H )

1 8 )

l 9 )

Heb I  l :6  savs what  about  Fai th?

F a i t h  i n v o l v e s  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  G o d

H a v e  r e g u l a r  t i m e s  s e t  a s i d e  f o r  p r a y e r  -  i f  y o u  d o n ' t  h a v e  s p e c i f i c  t i m e s  s e t  a s i d e ,  i t  i s  e a s y  t o  h a v e  s u c h  a
b u s y  l i f e  t h a t  y o u r  p r a y e r  l i f e  i s  n e g l e c t e d .  D i s c i p l i n e  i s  n e c e s s a r y .

What  does  Jesus  say  in  Mat t  6  y  5  about  p ray ing?

A n d y o u  p r a y e s t

W h a t  i s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h i s  w o r d a n d  t h e  w o r d  " i f  " ?201

t )

21)
O n e

W h a t

p r a c t i c a l  t h i r r g  t h a t  y o u  c a n  d o  i s  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h o s e  t h i n g s  w h i c h  d i s p e l  G o d ' s  p r e s e n c e  i n  y o u r  h o m e .
are  twc ,  th ings  ment ioned in  Num 33.52  wh ich  d ispe l  God,s  p resence?

( a )

( b )

22) W h a t  t h i n g s  t h a t  v i e d  w i t h  G o d ' s  p r e s e n c e  w e r e b u r n e d  i n A c r s  l 9  7 9 ?

B o o k s  o n  t h e  O c c u l t ,  A s t r o l o g y ,  H y p n o t i s m  e t c . ,  a n d  a r t e f a c t s ,  p i c t u r e s ,  a n c l  j m a q e s  w r t h  s p i r  t u a
s i g n i f  i c a n c e  a l l d i s p e l  G o d ' s  p r e s e n c e  i n  o u r  h o m e s ,  s o  g e t  r i d  o f  t h e m .
R e m e m b e r  t o o ,  t h a t  s o m e  t y p e s  o f  m u s i c  e . g .  R o c k , a n d  B l u e s  m u s i c  d i s p e l  G o d ' s  p r e s e n c e  a l s o  a : r i t  s o  i 1
s h o u l d  n o t  b e  p l a y e d  i n  h o m e s .  O n  t h e  p o s i t i v e  s i d e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i r y  p l a y i n g  C h r i s t i a n  m u s i c  r h a r  q l o l f  r e s
God,  we can increase God 's  p resence in  our  honres .

C O N C L U S I O N :

T h i s  s t u d y  h a s  b r i e f l y  d e s c r r b e d  h o w  t o  c o m e  i n t o  G o d ' s  p r e s e n c e  t o  p r a y  a n d  w h a r  r h e  h r g h e s r  p u r p o s e  o f  G o d  i s .
O f  c o u r s e ,  h a v i n g  a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  k n o w l e d g e  a b o u t  h o w  t o  p r a y  i s  g o o d ,  b u t  t h e  b e s t  r v a y  t o  l e a r n  t o  p r a y  i s  t o  a s k
G c d  t o  t e a c h  y o u  -  a n d  t h e n  p r a y !  O n l y  b y  e x p e r i e n c e  d o  y o u  l e j r n  t o  p r a y  a n d  t o  b e  s e n s i t i v e  r o  t h e  t e a d i n q  o f
t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  i n  p r a y e r ,  a n d ,  a l s o  y o u  l e a r n  h o w  t o  f l o w  i n  p r a y e r  w i t h  G o c l  ,  a n d  r o  p r a y  t h r o u g h  o n  j s s u e s .
( Y o u  c a n  l e a r n  b y  p r a y i n g  i n d i v i d u a l l y  a n d  a l s o  b y  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  g r o u p  p r a v e r  m e e r r n g s )  - -  b u t  r e m e m b e r ,
P R A Y I

l
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STUDY 2 coruorrroNs FoR ANswERED pneven
MEMORY VERSES: John l6:24. John 15:7.
INTRODUCTION:

Firstfy,we must understand God's wil l ingness to answer prayer. Prov l5:8 says 'The sacrif ice of the wicked is an
abomination unto the Lord : but the prayer of the upright is His delight." This means then that our prayers can
bring pleasure to the Father and because of this it is not very hard to understand why God answers us.

1) What does Math 7:7-8 say about God's wil l ingness to answer prayer?,

These verses are f urther amplif ied in Math 2l:22 which says

2l

A cross reference to this verse is Mark ll:24 fteadl .

3)  John 15:7 says that  i f  we abide in  Him and He in us.  then what  wi l l  happen?

4l Because God answers our prayers what wil l be the result in our l ives? John l6:24.

5)  What  does i t  say?

BASIC CONDITIONS:

As you have seen in some of the above readings, there are conditions for answered prayer.

A)
6) Read John l4: l3-14 and say what the f irst condition is

Compare th is  wi th Rm l4:17.

7l What has God given to us in and through the name of Jesus? Rm 8:32.

8) What is the source of supply? Phil.4: 19.

Read 2 Cor l:20. When we use the name of Jesus we acknowledge that only through Jesus Jo we have the
r ight  of  access to the Father .  The channel  f rom God is  a lso Jesus.

B)  The second condi t ion is  that  we pray wi th PRAISE AND THANKS.

9) Read Ps 100:4. (i) The gates into God's presence are?

Also /s  60:18.
( i i )  The cour t  of  access is?

10) Phi l  4 :6 says "Be carefu l  for  noth ing"  ( i .e .  don' t  worry)  why?

Remember,  Pra ise is  based on fact ,not  on feel ings.
C) Read I John 3:20-21 and Pslm 66:18.

11)  What  is  the next  condi t ion for  answered praver?

121 How is our heart cleansed? Heb 10:19.

13) This produces what effect? Heb l0:19.

141 When th is  e f fec t  i s  p roduced,  what  do  we come before  in  p rayerT  Heb 4 :16 .

15) At  th is  point  we obta in what? (Put  i t  in  your  own words) .
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Dl James 4; 2-3 tells us why
for  answered prayer .

16)  What  is  the reason?

prayers are frequently unanswered. This reason is directly related to our next condition

i )  ( v2 ) -

i i )  ( v3 )

171 God only answers prayer where the answer brings what to God? John l4: l3-14.

This is the 4th condition for answered prayer.

l8) As well as a condition for answered prayer it is also a condition for something else. What is this? 2 Cor l:20.

At this point write down a statement which summorizes the conditions for answered prayer dealt with so far.

E) The next condition may be found by reading Rm 8:14. 26-27.
19)  Who must  lead us in  prayer?

201 What is our inf irmity as recorded in Rm 8:26?

God's wi l l  is  revealed to us by the Holy Spir i t  and therefore we can pray according to His wi l l  i f  we are
sensi t ive to the Spir i t .

211 ln Ep 3:  20 we have a t remendous promise of  what  pray ing in  the power of  the Spir i t  wi l l  resul t  in .  What  is  i t?

F)  The 6th condi t ion is  that  we must  have a r ight  re lat ionship wi th
key,of ten, to why many prayers are not  answereo.

221 What does Mark ll:25-26 say to do when you come to pray?

those we l i ve  w i th ,  work  w i th ,  e tc .  Th is  i s  the

Math 6:12 says "Forgive us . . . . as we forgive To the same degree that you forgive
others,  God wi l l  forg ive you.  Forgiveness is  not  an emot ion.  l t  is  a decis ion.

231 This condi t ion is  especia l ly  t rue in  a husband and wi fe re lat ionship.  What  does I  Peter  3:7 say concerning
forgi veness?

G) The last  condi t ion is  to  pray according to God's word.

241 What does John l5:7 say about this condition?

ln 1 chron l7:23-24 David prays . . . . . Do as thou hast said, let it be established
In other  words,David real ized that  God's word was important  and He could do no bet ter  than to pray that
God would do according to His word.  So i t  is  wi th us.
The great  issue in prayer  is  God's wi l l  -  th is  wi l l  be covered more fu l ly  in  the next  s tudy -  and God has
revealed His wi l l  and Promises in  His word.

SUMMARY:

25l' List the 7 basic conditions for answered prayer:

r ) - - - - -

i i )

i i i )

i v )

Effect ive prayer  is  uni t ing the Word and the Spir i t  o f  God.  l t  is  pray ing to the Father  in  Jesus 'name and i t  is
pray ing wrth pra ise,  thanksgiv ing and a r ight  mot ive.
@NCLUSION:

Prayer  can be looked upon as a symphony; the conductor  is  the Holy Spir i t .  The score is  God's wi l l  revealed in  God,s
word .

25) Read Math l8: l4-20 in conclusion. What does i t  sayT

v)

v i )

v i i )
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STUDIES FOR CHRISTIAII GROWTH

G!D-ffiENs
STUDY 3 THE wlLL oF GoD lN PRAYER

INTRODUCTION:

1)  There is  a t remendous promise in  I  John 5 v 14-15.  What  does i t  say?

Therefore i f  we know the wi l l  o f  God,  and we pray i t ,  we wi l l  get  an answer.  (Medi tate on these verses for  a

wh i l e  and  a l l ow  the  Ho ly  Sp i r i t  t o  i l l um ina te  t hem ) .

I t  is  important ,  therefore,  that  we know the Wi l l  o f  God when we come to pray.

flow can we know the Will of God?

A) There are cer ta in th ings revealed in  the Bib le that  we can pray for  a lways,  knowing i t  is  God's wi l l '  Some

examoles of  what  * .  i .n  pray for ,  knowing that  they are a lways in  the wi l l  o f  God are: '

I Tim 2:4

Math 6: | |

2l
3)
4l I  T im 2:1-3 a)

b )

Coloss. 1 v 9.

6)

B }

7 l

Eph  1 :16 -18

The wi l lo f  God in some s i tuat ions you want  to pray about  may not  be c lear ly  s tated in  Hisword.

What  can vou do then?

( i )  l f  y o u  d o  n o t  k n o w  t h e  w i l l  o f
a re  2  fo rms o f  p ray ing  w i thout

I  C o r  1 4 : 2 , 1 4 . 1 5 .

God for  that  s i tuat ion,  then you can pray wi thout  the understanding.  There
the  unde rs tand ing .

8) Rm 8:23.26.27.

ffircession
Remember:  whenever you are pray ing in  tongues you are a lways praying in  the wi l l  o f  God.

c )  p R A y l N G  o u T  o F  T H E  W I L L  O F  G O D .  Y o u  m u s t  b e  v e r y  c a r e f u l  a b o u t  d i r e c t i v e  p r a y e r  o n  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n t

l i fe .  l f  you  use  prayer  to  d i rec t  and cont ro l  another  person\  l i fe ,  you  w i l l  move in to  w i tchcra f t .  D i rec t i ve

prayer ,  ou t  o f  Godt  w i l l ,  b r ings  oppress ions  and confus ion  to  the  person be ing  prayed fo r .

l f  y o u  d o n ' t  k n o w  G o d ' s  w i l l f o r  a  p e r s o n  a n d  y o u  w a n t  t o  p r a y  f o r  t h e m ,  t h e n  p r a y  I n  t o n g u e s '

D ) S E E K I N G  G O D S  D I R E C T I O N  l N  p R A Y E R :  W h e n  y o u  h a v e  t i m e s  s e t  a s i d e  t o  p r a y ,  y o u  m a y  n o t  b e  a w a r e  o f

a  burden to  p raV about  when you beg in .  How can you ge t  God 's  d i rec t ion  in  p rayer?  (Remember  when God

d i r e c t s  y o u  t o  p r a y  f o r  a  s i t u a t i o n  i t  i s  i n  H i s  W i l l ) .
( i )  I n  v o u r  p r a y e r  t t m e  w a i t  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  G o d .  M e d i t a t e  o n  H i m  a n d  w o r s h i p  H i m  u n t i l  d i r e c t i o n  i n

prayer  comes.

9)  Whv do  we need God to  d i rec t  us  on  what  to  p ray?  ls  55"8 '

God mav somettmes quicken a personalword to you about  a speci f ic  s i tuat ion you are praying about ,  when

vou are medi tat ing in  His Word.
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10) When you have a quickened word on a s i tuat ion whai  e lse do vou receive? Rm l0:17.

il

1 1 ) This is  for  what  purpose?

Once you have the  d i rec t ion  o f  the  Sp i r i t ,  p ray  w i th  the  unders tand ing  and a lso  in  tongues,  un t i l  the  burden
I i  f ts.

( i i )  l f ,a f te r  med i ta t ing  on  God and worsh ipp ing  H im,  the  d i rec t ion  o f  p rayer  i s  s t i l l  no t  c lear ,  then you can
proceed in  one o f  two d i rec t ions .  E i ther  (a )  Pray  genera l l y  w i th  what  unders tand ing  you have un t i l  someth ing

i s  q u i c k e n e d .

or (b)  Pray in  the Spir i t  Rm 8:26;  I  Cor  l4 :2.14.15.

CONCLUSION:

l f  we have God 's  word  on  a  s i tua t ion  or  we have God 's  w i l l  fo r  a  s i tua t ion ,  we don ' t  have to  sav ,  " l f  i t  i s  H is  w i l l , ,
because we know His  Word  is  H is  w i l l .  l f  we know then tha t  i t  i s  accord ing  to  H is  w i l l ,  o r .  acco id ing  to  H is  word
we know tha t  He hears  us .  Th is  agrees  w i th  what  Jesus  H imse l f  sa id inJohn l5 :7 .  Jesus  sa id  " l f  ye  ab ide  in  me,
and my words  ab ide  in  you,  ye  sha l l  ask  what  ye  w i l l ,  and  i t  sha l l  be  done un to  you, , .  (Look  th is  up  in  o ther
t rans la t ions) .  So then "Th is  i s  the  conf idence tha t  we have in  H im,  tha t  i f  we ask  any th ing  accord ing  to  h is  w i l l
he  heare th  us"  -  why?-  because i t  i s  accord ing  toHis  word  wh ich  we are  ab id ing  in  "and- i f  we know tha t  he  hears
us ,  whatsoever  we ask ,  we know tha t  we have the  pe t i t ions  tha t  we des i red  o f  H im. "  We know tha t  we have i t
even be fore  i t  ever  matera l i zes ,  o r  comes to  pass  because we know i t  i s  accord ing  to  H isWi l l .
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I N T R O D U C T I O N :

I t  i s  impor tan t  to  rea l i ze  r igh t  a t  the  ou tse t  o f  th is  s tudy  tha t  we need to  be  open to  the  Ho ly  sp i r i t .gm g :26  in the
Ampl i f ied  Vers ion  says  :

"so  too ,  the  Ho ly  Sp i r i t  comes to  our  a id  and bears  us  up  in  ourweakness ;  fo r  we do  no t  know what  p rayer
to  o f fe r ,  nor  how to  p ray  wor th i l y  as  we ought ,  bu t  the  Sp i r i t  H imse l f  goes  to  meet  our  supp l ica t ion  and
p leads  in  our  beha l f  w i th  unspeakab le  yearn ings  and groan ings  too  deep fo r  u t te rance. "

Remember , the  Ho ly  Sp i r i t  he lps  us  in  our  weakness .  Our  ma jor  weakness  is  we don ' t  know how to  p rav .
T Y P E S :

(Note  tha t  a l though the  f i rs t  th ree  areas  over lap  they  are  a t  rh ree  d i f fe ren t  leve ls  un to  the  Lord) ,

A)  Adora t ion  and Pra ise :  the  Logos s tudy  no tes  de f ine  pra ise  accord ing ly :  "Pra ise  te rmina tes  in  God and is  g iven  on
account  o f  H is  Per fec t ion ,  H is  works ,  and benef  i t s  towards  a l l  men. , ,

We express  in  p rayer ,p ra ise  fo r  God i  manV acrs .

Look  up  the  fo l low ingscr ip tu res  and wr i te  down why we shou ld  p ra ise  God.
Ps 147. I

Ps 33.1

Jer 32: | 7

1 )
2 l

3)
4l

o ,

I John 4: l0

8 )

Ps 50:23
T h e  B i b l e teaches  in  Ps  22 :26  tha t  p ra ise  is  an  essent ia l  par t  o f  what?

Therefore in  pray ing never  forget  to  pra ise.  Remember God's benef i ts  to  a l l  mankind.

B)  The second type of  prayer  is  found in I  Thes S:17-18.
7 |  Wha t  i s  i t ?

Note that  v16 refers to the f  i rs t  condi t ion.
What  is  the best  way for  you to show your grat i tude,  fa i th ,  and t rust  in  God in a l l  c i rcumstances?
Pnil 4:6.

9) This condition applies in what areas? Ep S:20.

We show th is  cond i t ion  fo r th  in  p rayer  when we cont inue to  acknowledge gra te fu l l y  a l l  o f  Gods 'mercv  toward
u 5 .

C i  The th i rd  type  o f  p rayer  i sWorsh ip .  Th is  i s  count ing  God wor thy  o f  love  and adora t ion
10)  What  i s  God u l t imate ly  seek ing? John 4 :23 .

Look  a t

1  1 )  W h a t  d o

the  fo l low ingScr ip tu res :  Gen 24 ;4g ;  Neh g ;6 ,  2  Chr  20 .  tB

these passages show us about  worshio?

121 What  is  expressed to God bv these act ions?

(See Also Rev 4: | 0.1 | )' I  3)  Read John g:31 .  A worshipper  of  God must  do what?

141 What  does th is  resul t  in?

tn t f r .  pi  H,,  ^*r" frr ,4, l |J I
I t  means a lso  tha t  our  p rayer  w i l l  be  heard  and we are  changed in to  the  l i keness  o f  the  ob iec t  we worsh ip .
2  Cor  3 :  /8 .  (Not ice  in  Rev 4 :  l0 - l  I  tha t  worsh ip  i s  , , say ing ;  w i th  words) .

_ _ J l
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D) The Prayer of Confession. This is the type of prayer prayed when God is dealing with areas in our l i fe. lt is aprayer for maintaining fellowship, or,more generally,our Walk with God. The bist example of this type of prayer
in the scriptures is found in Ps 5l y/€ is confession
David made some interesting conclusions rn this orayer.

15)  What  are they?( i )  v6

( i  i ) v l 6

( i i i )  v l 7

These are important factors to remember in a prayer of confession.
16)  what  should you do when and i f  you f ind your  fe l lowship wi th God is  broken?

I John l:9

171 Confession brings cleansing and fellowship by what? | John l:7.
18)  This only  operates as long as we walk where? ( i )

th is  in to your  own words now ( i i )

(Also Pr 28: | 3)

E) The fifth type is petit ioning as "making our requests known before Almighty God.
19)  whatdo James4:2-3andPhi l  4 :6sayabout the prayerof  pet i t ion? (a)

(b )

At  th is  point  rev ise the 7th condi t ion for  answered prayer  in  s tudy 2.
2Ol What part does belief have in our pr.ayers? Mark l l:24.

211 Besides fa i th  and bel ie f  what  e lse is  necessary according to I  John s:1-4-15?

Finally read Ps 84: | | and notice the tremendous promise here.
The s ix th type of  prayer  is  In tercession.  The Holy Spir i t  needs us in  order  to fu l f i l  His  min is t ry  of  In tercession.

what  do the fo l lowing scr iptures te l l  us about  the forms of  In tercession?
(i) Luke 19: | | and John | 1:35
(ii) John | | :33, 38
(ii i) Mark 7:34.

According to Rm 8.'26 these are sometimes too deep to be uttered.
ln tercession in  the scr iptures is  of ten l ikened to the t ravai l  that  a mother  undergoes for  the b i r th  of  a chi ld .  In
Intercession we t ravai lwi th the burden which the Holy Spir i t  p laces on us and by th is  we can cause something
to come to b i r th ,  or  come to pass.  We should pers is t  in  prayer  unt i lwe sense the re lease of  the burden

231 What does Ep 6: l2 say about the Fight in Intercession (Look up different versions to get a complete under-
standing of  th is  verse) .

@NCLUSION:
In prayer  there is  no r ig id boundary between the typesof  prayer .  They can lead one into the other  and at  anv one
t ime of  prayer  a l l  types may be entered in to.
Remember a lso that  God may requi re you to prevai l  in  prayer .  ln  Daniet  l0  v  l2-13 we see how Danie l i ;
prevai l ing prayer  of  21 days helps the angel  re leased on behal f  o f  His in i t ia l  prayer  to "come through".
FOOTNOTE: PRAYER AND FASTING: Usefu l  Reading:  , ,God,s Chosen Fast . ,byArthurWal l is .  V ic tory press
There are 3 types of fast:

1)  The Absolute Fast 'Act  9:9.  This is  a complete abstent ion f rom food and l iqu id and i t  is  very rare.  l t  is  only
entered upon when clearly directed by God.

2) The Normal Fast. Math 4:2. Abstaining from food but drinking water.
3) Partial Fast Dan /O:3. Emphasis here is upon restriction of diet rather than complete abstention.

ff you read Math 6 "v" 2,5, l6 you wil l notice there is nditifrere it says "when". "When you give alms . .
when you pray .  .  .  when you fast . "  Fastrng and praying go together  very of ten-especia l ly  in  prevai l ing t imes of  prayer

Ezra 8:23 says fasting enables you to be heard on High and in ts 58:6 it says that the captives wil l be freed.
Dan 9:2,  13,21,22,  shows that  Revelat ion may be received whi le  fast ing.
Read carefully ls 58: /-7. Fasting must be done unto God, even before the eye of the father who sees in secret. We must
not  act  out  of  se l f  ish mot ives,  for  the grat i f icat ion of  personal  desi res and ambi t ions,and wi thout  the basic  mot ive being
the Glory of  God.  Fast ing, l ike prayer ,must  be God- in i t ia ted and God-ordained i f  i t  is  to  be ef fect ive.

I

Iri
i
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THE PERSONALITY  OF  THE GODHEAD

STUDY ONE - GOD

We shall begin by mentioning that there is a considerable difference between knowing about God and knowing

God. Job taid inJob 42 v 5.'\ have heard of Thee by the hearing of mine ear, but now rnine eye seeth Thee"

Even though these studies are essentially concerned with "knowing about", let us not neglect our higher call ing

which is to know Him. Our knowledge about God, who He is and what He is l ike, is nevertheless important. lt

reflects in our praise and worship, our attitudes and our approach to Him.

THE EXISTENCE OF GOD.

Much human argument has been waged concerning the existence of God. While there is a proper place for the

presenting of evidence that should convince men of God's existence (the Bible does this at quite a few points -
'e.g. 

Rom-l:18, lg and lsa.40:26), mere intellectual and academic argument can neither establish the existence

oicoO nor create faith in God, (J'ob 1l:7). lt ' faith' rests simply on intellectual argument all i t takes is an

apparently better argument to upset that 'faith'. Yet without fail i t is reasonable to say every race and creed, in

their primitive state;t least, believe in some kind of supreme being. Religious practices of some kind are

universal .

The Bible indicates three specific areas where God reveals Himself other than in the Bible itself .

1. In Creation. Romans 1:20. Psalm 19:14.
The very pattern, order and existence of nature indicates a personal God who possesses intelligence. This

revefation is universal and is sufficient to render all men without excuse' Romans | :20'

2. The conscience of everY man.
fndicatestheexistenceof  God(Providedtheconscienceisnot tooseared) .  Johnl :9.  Everymanhasto

some degree been il lumined.

3. The person of Jesus Ctrrist. Hebrew 1:2. John 14:7. John l:18. 2 Corinthians 4:6.

This is God's highest revelation of Himself.

THREE STATEMENTS

There is, it may be argued, a place then for the evidence of God's existence but fundamentally every man needs

to believe three statements, which are statements of faith rather than proof. They are:

(a) GOD lS. Hebrews I l:6. He is whether men realize it or not. He is the final explanation of all eise and the

One to whom everything and everybody is responsible. Generally speaking the Bible is not conc€rned with

trying to prove there is i CoA butit begins with the premise that God is. We too must begin by believing

that God is. Genesr's | : l. Nehemiah 9:6. Job | 1 :7-l0. Acts | 7: | 6-31'

(b) GOD lS AS HE lS! This is part of the meaning of the Divine name given to Moses in Exqdus 3:14. The

existence of God, His nature. wil l and purposes are in no way dependent upon any but Himself. Our own

ideas and concepts of God do not change the way He actually is'

Therefore it seems reasonable that if we do not become related to Him and His purposes.then our l ives

are irrelevant.
(c)  GOD REVEALS.

God has spoken and speaks to men' Hebrews 1 :1.

(i) He reveals through His word.

(i i) He can speak directly to our Spirit. 1 Sam 9:15.

(i i i) He can use agencies such as people and circumstances.

(ivl He reveals, as we have said, in nature. Romans l:20.

(v) His self revelation is climaxed in Jesus Christ the word (Logos) of God. John 1:14. 2 Corin 4:6-

THE TRINITY AND UNITY OF GOD

The concept of the trinity has always in the last analysis been a mystery and what else should the finite

mind expect when it is seeking to describe the inner l i fe of the infinite God? Many different i l lustrations have

been used to describe the trinity: For example, water being one distinct chemical compound (H20) yet being
pr"runt in three different phases, solid, liquid and gas each with different appearance. Although most of these
'kinds 

of i l lustrations offer some insight, in the end they are all inadequate if only because they endeavour to

represent a spiritual phenomenon in a physical way.

Certain basic facts about the trinity seem evident from scripture.

1) The idea of the unity of God is prominent.
Deut 6:4 "Hear, O lsrael : The Lord our God is one Lord". Also lsaiah 44:6, 8. I Cor 8:4, and many ?thers'
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This unity b e onrpould unitv. 
'

There are two lfcbrew words for 'one'.
'Ydr&l'rrrcm orp in the absolute sbRse and is nev€f used to express the unity of God. Examples of its
rre ate Gan Z2:2. Prov 4:3.
'Edud'. ftien divine unity is being expres$d it is always used. lt f requently refers elsewhere to compound
rnity. &r 2:24. Exodus 8:31. Judgbs 20:1.

AaCl* hing but t'here are three persons in the Godhead.
Hf t@HTbstamentplura l  pronouns(e.g.us)  areusedof  theDei ty .Genl :26.  Genl l . :7 .  ln6:8.

ff ifmUer 
of the Godhead is mentioned in the Old Testament The Father e.g. la 63:16.

t.. The Son e.g. Ps 45:6, 7.
'.a,.ii.i-.: , .:'. The Ho.ly Spirit e.g. Gen l:2.

fr tr inity is also clearly taught in the New Testament. Some Examples.

(al Baptism of Christ. The Father speaks from Heaven.
The Holy Spirit descends like a dove. Matt 3: l6,1 7.

(bl Baptismal Formula. Matt28:19.

{c) Apostolic Benediction. 2 Corin l3:14.

{d) All of John 14 brings out thoughts about the members of the trinity and their relationships.

The New Te$tament sets forth:

The Father who is God Rom l:7.
The Son who is God Heb l:8.
The Hof y Spirit who is God Acts 5: 3,4.

The following diagram, coming from a very early Christian source, is an interesting way of representing basic
Biblical statements. lt is not to be taken as a kind of geometrical i l lustration of God's nature, but a concise
diagrammatic statement.

It is very easy to get caught up on the semantics (meaning of words) of this area. A topic however such as the
trinity and unity of God should cause us to see just how vast and infinite our God is. How "unsearchable and
mysterious" are His ways.

ASSIGNMENT

Answer any number of questions you like or do at least one short answer question and one long answer guestion!

The answers to these questions wil l not necessarily be self evident from this study. They may require a small
amount of further research.

1.  (Short ) .  What is thebest foundat ionforourapproachtoGodasaChr is t ian.Hebrcwsl l :6  lmay help! ) .

2. {Short}. ls God revealed in Nature? Give relevant scriptures.

3. (Short). In what way is the trinity clearly seen in Matt 3:16, l7?

4. (Longl. Tozer said "lA/hat we believe about God is the most
(i l Do you agree? Disagree? Why?

(ii) Would you like to change the staternent at all?

important thing about us"

(iii) ls "How mudt we know God is the most important thing about us" a different statement? How?

5. (Long). Someone asks you, "Do you think God has a.personal interest in the universe and the creatures he
put in it?" How would you reply? What scripture would you refer to?
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STUDY 2-THE NATURE OF GOD

INTRODUCTION

WHAT IS GOD LIKE?

By setting forth the attributes of God in a systematic way, we are able to answer thisguestion. The attributes of

God are fiis characteristics, qualities and properties revealed primarily in the Word of God, but also in Creation'

The attributes of God can be divided into two categories. Firstly, the "natural" attributes of God, where God is
revealed to be everlastingly different from us. Secondly, we talk about the "moral" attributes of God; attributes
which God is seeking to transfer to men and women by the Holy Spirit so that we might become a reflection of
who He is to this world.

A) THE NATURAL ATTRIBUTES OF GOD
1) God is a Spirit. lnvisible yet very real.

John 4:24 | Timothy l:17 Col l:15.
Jesus indicates the naiure of a Spirit in Luke 24:39. "A Spirit hath not flesh and bones."*
By Spirit we do not mean some vague influence but a real person. Hundreds of Bible passages indicate the
personality of God.

For Example:' kalm 103: 6-14.

Because God is a Spirit he must therefore be worshippeQ in Spirit and in truth. John 4:24.

*Footnote: Sometimee the Eable rpeaks of God * though in fact He dftl have a human form: e'g. His 'feet' (Ex 24:l0l' His 'hands'

a"i;iii;-tti-Sgti;65:2). But these anthropomorphirrm, as they ar€ sometimot called, are simply beautif ul and vivid ways of
po.tr"ving, by a kind of rnetaphor, God's escential capacity to be and do in .perfection all that in faint comparison, Hi! creatures
can do,

2) Tranecendence. God is above and beyond this creation - independent of the natural laws he created. He'is
exalted, sovereign, self existing, eternal and judge. Part of the name "Holy" means "set apart". Isaiah 55:8.
lniah 40:12-17.

3) lmmanence. The presence and power of God pervades the entire creation. He does not stand apqrt from
creation. Ps 139- Acts- 17: 27,28.

ln lsaiah 57:15. The two thoughts of transcendence and immanence are expressed.

4) Omnipotence. God is all powerful. Nothing is too hard for H im. Jeremiah 32: | 7. Luke l:37. Exodus 6:3. lt
does not mean that God can do anything, but rather that God can do anything He wants to do. This is
limited in a sense by H is own moral character. For example God cannot lie. Hebrews 6: | 8.

It is interesting to realise that the name Almighty (El Shaddai) reveals God as the carer, nourisher, and sus-
tainer. kalm 9l:1.

5) Omnipresence. God is eveiywhere always. Psalm 139. Jeremiah 23: 23' 24.
We must draw a distinction between the presence of God and the 'manifest' presence of God. The latter being
occasions when God makes His presence known in a very real way. Example: 2 Chronicles 5: 13, l4 and
7 : 1 , 2 , 3 .

6) Omniscience. God knows everything past present and future. This includes our thoughts.
Psalm 139:2. Acts l5: 8, 18. I Corin.2: 10,ll. 1 John 3:20. Ps 139:l-6. RomansS:8.lsiah 29:15,16.
Hebrews 4: | 3.
Much controversy has surrounded the topic of the foreknowledge of God There are sorne uttlo would say
that God limits His foreknowledge because if he does not, then man ciannot truly exercise a free will.
Scripture however does not give credence to this theory. lsiah 12:9- lsidt tl6:lO. Daniel 2:28-29.
It is a theory that is the result of mens philosophical exarrsions into the infinity of God rather than the
result of divine if lumin ation. Colossians 2:8.

7) f mmutability. God is unchangeable. He does not change. Jarnes l:17. This is an important attribute to under-
stand in a world where we humans are very fickle and often-times w6vering. God's love is always steadfast and
constant. Psalm lO2:27. Malachi 3:6. Hebrews l:12.

8) Eternity of God. By this we mean God has no beginning and will have no end. Deut 32:40. Rev, 22:13.
g) Infinity of God. God has no limit. He is not bounded by the size of the universe (which interestingly is said

to be'finite in some mathematic systems). The concept of infinity of course always poses problems to the
finite min& lt is important also to think of infinity in terms of guality as well as quantity. .
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B) THE MORAL ATTRIBUTES OF GOD
1) God is Holy. lsaiah 6:3. lsaiah 57:15.

Holiness could be said to be the fundamental attribute of God.
"Since holiness embraces every distinctive attribute of the Godhead, it may be defined as 'the outshining of
all that God is'. As the sun's rays combinlng all the colours of the spectrum come together in the.rn's thining
and blend into l ight, so in His self-manifestation all the.attributes of God come together and blend into holi-
ness......which lends unity to all the attributes of God"l
Instead of unity we could write "wholeness". That God wants to transfer this attribute to us is very clear.
"Be ye hofy, for I,am holy" Leviticus l l:44. I Peter l:16. I Theq.4:7. Heb. l2:14.
1. l .V.F.  New Bible Dict ionary Page b30.

2) God is Love. Love is a part of the essential essence of God. 1 John 4:8. fhe Agapae love of God could be
defined as:-

"That love that has its motivation in it 's own nature", not in the object of the love. God loves us irrespective
of whether we are loveable or not. Jeremiah 3/,.3. That this is also a transferable attribute is very clear from
passages like I John 4:7-21 and Romans 5:5.
It is also worthy of note that we can only really love according to the depth of our understanding and
experiencing of the love of God. An accurate translation of I John 4:19 is:
"We love because He first loved us" R.S.V. and N.A.S.B.

3) God is Good. Perhaps the best insight into the goodness of God is found in Exodus 33: lg,22. We see here
that the Goodness of God is equated with the Glory of God. Everything God does is Good. Pntm 72:18. God
should not be defined in terms of Good but rather good should be defined in terms of God. In a very certain
sense only God is good. Matthew l9:l7.The word good is from the Old English word for God. The fact that
goodness is a fruit of the spirit in Galatians 5 is indicative of the fact that God wants to convey this attribute
to his people.

4) God is Merciful. God's mercy is boundless and everlasting.PS 103:17. Ps lO8:4. Lam 3:22.
f t is a transferable attribute. Matthew 5:7. Luke 6:36. Micah 6:8.
f t denotes Gods devotion to His covenant of love. Psatm 89:28. In the new testament, whereas Grace is con-
cerned with man as guilty, mercy is concerned with man as he is miserable. (Compassion to the one in need gr
in helpless distress.)

5) God is Righteous. God is a righteous Judge. Psalm 67:4. Dan 9:7.
He is upright in all that He does. Psalm 145:17.
He demands righteousness from his people. Psatm ll:7. Matt 5.'2O. Righteousness is a gift of God to the
christian; a result of faith. Abraham being our example. Romans 4:3. Romans s:1.
I Corin. l:30. Phil. 3:9. I Corin l:

6/ Wisdom' God does not make mistakes. He is the source of all wisdom. Pnlm 104:24. Eph.3:10. Dan 2:20-21.
lsaiah 40:13'16. lt is a transferable attribute. I corin l:30. Dan 2:21. col l:9.

7) God is Faithful. God is faithful to His word and His promises. Heb 10:23., Heb ll: l l , I Corin l:9, Heb.6:lg,
I Thess 5:24, Lamentations 3:23. " . . . great is thy Faithfulness.,,

God wants faithfulness to be exhibited in His people. We read in Galatians 5:22 thatfaithfulness is a fruit of
the Spirit.
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STUDY 3 - THE NAME OF GOD

Psalm 9l:14 ". .. I wil l set him on High because he hath known my name'"

A discussion on the name of God is much more than a discussion of a "label". God is who His name is' When you

come to know Him you come to know His name. The names of God reveal the nature of God to us'

Elohim This Hebrew word is the plural of the word El which basically means a god in any true or false sense' The

plurality of grorrim iits in wett with the New Testament teaching on thetrinity and the plural declaration

in Geneirs | :26: " And God said let us make men in our image' ' '" '

It is a name that reveals God as the creator and thus it gives special attention to the power of God'

E|yon ,,The most high God,,. A|though the book of Danie| was written in Aramaic the equivalent of E|yon is

found in Daniel 4: | 7.
,,. . . the most high ruleth in the kingdom of men and giveth it to whomsoever He wil l '  '  '"

Some other names of God that begin with the prefix El:

(a)  El  Olam The ever last ing God.
(b) El-Elohe-lsrael God is the God of lsrael'
(c) Ef -Shaddai This tit le is translated "the atmighty Go!" in Genesis 17:1' The Hebrew word that the word

shaddai 
"ores 

fror r*y possibly mean 'bre-astj. El-shaddai certainly speaks of God as all-sufficient, and

who therefore is a sustainer, nourisher.nJ"ur"r; the supplier of all of our needs' A thought very evident in

the opening verse of Psalm 91.
,,He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Af mighty"'

The Name Jehovah k.83:18 (KJV)
This name is found about seven times in the Authorised (King James) version of the Bible, but the Hebrew word

it represents occurs several hundred times in the Old Tesiame-nt, mostly rendered'the LORD'in our English

Bib les.

To understand why we read 'the LoRD',and what this wonderful Name means' some expla-nation is necessary (even if

technical) :  Therearezi"L"***astranslatedi" i " -g"gi i t t r r ,  1t - t t3. r -g la l toneadonaymeans'sovereign' ru lpr 'master '
The other (Hebrew YHWH) is the 'name form of i iNl 

""nJ't 
Ann fgnf t AW tE' ittA'l and means simply"HE WHO lS''

The Jews came to hotd this Name as so sacred,t"i ittuy i'oulO n'-*""y it - insiead' in speaking' and when fuading the

Bible,  they said the otn",  *orJ Adon"y.  So they oiJ ih i i t *1"" ,  for  Adbnav i tsel f  and also for  YHWH' When thev

translated the old restament into Greek tt,ev useiti"'sa-e die"t *oto ( = 'tne Lord') for both; and the New Testament

does exactly the same when quoting ttre old TestJm"nt. rtrort English translations follow the same device, though' to

Jittinguiitt,'r"nder YHWH 
"t:the 

LbRD'and Adonav as 'the Lord"

No one real ly  knows how yHWH was f i rs t  pronounced (certa in ly not  'Jehovah' ,  nor probably the modern 'Yahweh' l '

hrt it is the meaning that is important'

'HWH, Jehovah, the LoRD: means the one who is, the ever-l iving God, the Source of all l iving, who is, who i3 as

He is (see the first of the studies) and who, thereforl, is the absolule.and sovereign Lord, upon whom all else is

totally dependent and to whom all are respontiOft ."Ji"t*erable. He is therefoie also' as He showed Moses' the

One who, being as He is (ever-l iving, faithful, tofvl 
".n "ttablish 

and fulf i l  the covenant He chooses in mercy to

enter  in to wi th His chi ldren.

It is of the utmost importance to realize that when the New Testament says 'Jesus is Lo.rd' (and we must

acknowledge Ue is. nii.-t0:9) ithas the tuf f t.aning oiboth^Old T-estament words' He is God' the LORD' th€

tou.t. isn Llord (see, e.g., Heb 1:8-10, addressed clearly to the Son of God)'

Linked with the name Jehovah are the ten redemptive names of God that become to us a revelation of God's

abil ity in everY circumstance'

Briefly theY are:

1. Jehovah Jireh Genesis 22:14'
"the Lord who sees and seeing wil l provide"'

2. Jehovah - nissi Exodus l7:15
"the Lord our banner'.

3. Jehovah - Shalom Judges 6:24
"The Lord our Peace"

4. Jehovah - tsidkenu Jeremiah 23: 5-6' 33:15-16
"the Lord our righteousness"'

5. Jehovah Shammah Exekiel 48:35
"the Lord is there".

6. Jehovah - Raah Ps.23:1.
'The Lord is mY ShePherd".

7. Jehovah - Rapha Ex 15:26
"the Lord that Healeth thee".

8. Jehovah - Mkadish-Kem Ex 3l:13'
"the Lord which doth sanctifY You".

9. Jehovah - Yasha-Gaal ls. 49:26
"The Lord our saviour and redeemer"'

10. Jehovah - Zeboath lsaiah l:9
"The Lord of Hosts".
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STUDY4 -JESUSCHRIST

His Deity
The most fundamental doctrine of the christian faith is the deity of Jesus christ. what we believe about it will
either place us within the eonfines of acceptable conservative Christian theology, or brand us as a cult of the most
radical nature.

The fast that Jesus Christ is God is the strong foundation for our salvation. Any salvation for those who refuse
to believe that Jesus Christ is God must be held in doubt.

PROOF OF THE DEITY OF CHRIST
(A) The nbtural attributes of God are Given to Jesus Christ.
1. He is Omnipotent Heb. l:3, Cot. l:lZ.
2. He isOmnipresent Eph l:23, Matt l8:20, Heb.l3:5.
3. He isOmniscient John l6:30, Col 2:3.
4. He is the Creator Col l:16, John l:5.

5. He is Eternal Rev 22:13, John 8:57,58.

6. He is sef f existent and has life giving gwrer ,John 5:26, John l:4.
7, He is fmmutable {uncfiangirgl Hebrcws l3:8.

(B) ;THE CLAIMS OF SCRIPTURE
(il God was manifest in the flesh I Timothy 3:16.
(ii) The first chapter of Hebrews sets forth the d€ity of Jesus Christ.

Jesus Christ is the brightness of Godt glory {the outraying of the divine). The very image of God,s nature,- and is shown to be directly addressed as ,God'.

(iii) John l: I - The Word Jesus Christ was God.
(iv) John 20:28 - The declaration of Thomas ,,My Lord and My God,,.

&!D
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(c)
1 .

2.
( i )

(  i i )
( i i i )

He is given divine names

God. John l:1. John 20:28. Hebrews l:8. I John S:20.
Son of God. This title is used many times thrciughout the New Testament scripture.
A notabfe occasion is Matt l6:15-18.
The confession of Peter was the rock upon which Jesus Christ would build His Church.
ln I John /.'3 - We read that our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.
He was accused of blasphemy when He claimed this title in Matt 26:61fl6; the passage shows clearly tiat
Jesus claimed deity.

(iv) The Gospel of John sets forth Jesus Christ as the Son of God.
(v) The Jews sought to kill Him because He claimed this title.
3. Lord. lt is true the word for Lord in the New Testam€nt could mean '!ir" and was used of men. However

the title Lord trsed $fore a name ggnveyed the idea of Deity, ardabo is the word Uv wtiicfr the Hebrew
YHWH was rendered in the Greek Old Tdsnent.'The Ptolemies and the Roman Emperors would allonv the nam€ to be applicd to them only when they
permitted themselves to be deified,, - tyood.
Jesus Christ is called the Lord of Lords. Bev lg:16.

4. The "1 AM's" of Jesus.
Jesus G-hrist uses freely this name which was the name God gave to Moses in Exodus J: l4,li.
Before Abraham was I am.John 8:58.
ln John l8:4 the declaration "l am" is given and thesoldiers fall bac*. The word ,,he,, is only in italics.
In verse 8 Jesus Christ completes the eternal statement . . . . .,,that I am,,.

PT.O.
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(D) Jesus Orrirt b diviae worship.
The Bablc God afone should be wor$ipped . Matt 4:10.
Jestr stop people worshipping Him.John 20:28.
In Angels are commanded by God to worship Jesus Christ.

JESUS CHRIST
fhat God the son became man.

f'the son of man at least 80 times in the gospelr. He identified with men in their weakness,
, temptation and capacity to die. Hebrcw 4: | 5, Hebrews 5:2.

fu1th taw. if a rnan became a slave as a result of poverty or loss of inheritance or prorerty t6 only wry
be redeemed was if a kinsman of the family paid the just demand in fulf. Lev 21:tl84i. In brder to begrttignan redeemer Jesus had to become a man.

Thc humanity of Jesus Christ is a fundamental doctrine of the Christian faith. ln order to be our sin substitute
Jcgrs Christ had to be fully human. lt was necessary for him if he was to be a mediator between God and man.
Proof of the Humaniry of Jesus Ghrist.
1. He had a normal human birth. Luke 2:7.
2. He partook of f lesh and blood. John l:14, Heb 2:14.
3. His appearance was that of a man. John 4:9, John 20:14.
4. He was subject to the laws of natural human development body and'sou l. Luke 2:40,52.
5. He had a body. Heb 2:14, John l:14.

He had a soul. Matt 26:38.
He had a Spirit. Luke 23:46.

6. He was subject to sinless human infirmities.
(a) He hungered. Matt 4:2.
(b) He thirsted. John 4:7.
(c) He had sorfow. Luke 19:41, lsaiah 53:3.
(d) Weariness. John 4:6-
(e) He needed sleep. Matt 8:24.
(f) He suffered temptation. Hebrew 4: I S.
tS) He was subject to wounding. John l9:34, Luke 23:33.
(h) He needed comfort. Luke 22:43.
(i) He was subject to death. Philippians 2:8.

7. He was given human names.
(a) Son of Man. Jesus used this title at least 80 times.
(b) Jesus. Matt l:21.
(c) Jesus of Nazareth. Acts 2:22.
(d) The man Christ Jesus. I Timothy 2:5.

8. He utilized the promises of God that were made to man, for himself. Luke 4:4.
9. He was circumcised. Luke 2:21.
10. He had a human genealogy. Matt r:1.

I 1. His humanity is denied by the AntiChrist. / John 4:2,3.

THE N'VO NATURES RECONCILED.

The question of the two natures of Jesus Christ and how they are related is obviously a very complex one. The
orthodox doctrine tells us "in the one person Jesus Christ there are two natures, a human nature and a divine
nature, each in its completenesi and integrity and that these two natures are organically and indissolubly
united, yet so that no third nature is formed thereby.,,
Some would say that because Christ was God it was easy for Him to do the things He did and live the l ife he
lived during His ministry. lt is important to realize that throughout His earthly ilourn and during His ministry
Chrrst drd not operate by vrrtue ot Hrs (lrety but rather c{role to be completely dependent on the wrll of God the
Fatfier and on the power of the Holy Spirit anointing him to do the will of the Father.
This is the correct intepretation of the passage. philippians 2:S-g.
We must be clear that Jesus Christ did not empty Himself of Godhood.
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STUDY 5. THE HOLY SPIRIT

The power and mrk of the Holy Spirit ir greatly emphasised in the Churctr today. Our urdcrstanding then of ths
Holy Spirit, of this person and work is vital in these days.

1. THE HOLY SPIRIT IS GOD.

He has the netural attributes of God.

(a) Omnipr*ent. fulm 139:7-13.

(bl Omniscient. 1 Corin 2:10.

(cl Omnipotent. Luke l:35, Rom 15:19.

(d) Eternaf . Hebrews 9:14.

(e) Creator. Genesis l:2,26,27. Job 33:4'

He is spoken of as God. Acts 5: 3,4.

He receives honour due only to God. I Cor 3:16.

2. THE HOLY SPIRIT IS A PERSOI{.

The personality of the Holy Spirit is attacked by a few major cults. lt seems very clear however from scripture that
the Holy Spirii is 8 person with all of the draracteristics of personality. Many of the titles he_is given convey Yery

richly His personaliiy. We must be very careful therefore in our own references to the Holy Spirit that vuo
remember that He is a psrson with a mind and with feelings and not just some type of "life force".

Hir perronality demonctrated
(a) He is called a counsellor. Jofi n 14:16. The word here is Parakletos. {One who comes along side}. lt conveys

the picture of a lawyer upon whom we call for help. (The same word as is used of Jesus in I John 2: I l.

(b) The Hof y Spirit can be grieved. Ephesians 4:30.

(c) Jesus used a masculine personal pronoun for the Holy Spirit in the passage. John l6:7-15.
Even though the Greek translation for Spirit is the same as the word for breathe Jesus himself deliberately
drooses this masculine Pronoun.

(dl lt is possible to blaspheme the Holy Spirit. lt is ridiculous to think of being able to blaspheme an impersonal
' 

force. lt is interesting to realize that blaspheming the Holy Spirit is considered the worst blasphemy possible.

Those who deny the personality of Holy Spirit are indeed on very shaky ground. Matt l2:31.

(e) The behaviour of the Holy Spirit is cfracteristic of personality.

ti) He spbaks. Aca 8:29.

(ii) He strives. Genesis 6:3.
(iii) He reveals, searches and knoirrs. I Corin 2:10-l l-

(iv) He gives gifts. I Cor 12: I l.

(v) The Holy Spirit approves. Acts l5:28.

(vi) The Holy Spirit has a house {a temple}. I Corin 3:16.

(yiil The Holy Spirit bean witness. Romans 8:16. I John 5:8,

(viiil The Holy Spirit teaches. I Corin 2:13. I John 2:27.

THE SYMBOLS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.

l. Oil. In the scripture oil was used for annointing and t'rus it is a rymbol for the anointing of the Holy
Spirit. I Samuel 16: 13. Zechariah 4:3-6.(Amplifiedl.

2. Dove. This symbol of the Holy Spirit teacfi$ us that He is gentle and never forceful. The Holy Spirit looks
for our co-operation. We are never forced to do anything wtricfi involves our wills being overruled.
There is also the thought of purity and Holiness and the fact $at it is the Holy Spirit who is sont to convict
men and women ot sin. Matt 3:16. John 16:8.

3. Wind. Symbolic of the invisible work of the Holy Spirit among men. John 3:8, Act6 2:2,4.
The thought here is one of God breathing.
f n Creation. Pslm 33:6. In the inspiration of scripture 2 Tim 3:16 {Amplified). lt also typifies a sovereign
move of the Holy Spirit.
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Fire. Manhur 3: I l. Acts 2:3, 4.
Fire is symbolic <if the irurging and purifying work of the Holy Spirit.
(al The Chrrcfr is purged by fird. lsiah 4:4. 

',,

(b) Our works and our worship. Malachi $:2. t C,srin i:13.,
(c) Ourfaitrr. I Peter-l:7. ' ..,, ' .",, 1.., ' . -.,, 

.; ' :- ' : 
- 

:: .. : l
{dl Fire alro speaks of protection because it was a pillar of fire that guioeo lsrael through the wilderness
.;ra €ttring them of God's presen en. Exodus l3:21, 22.

F r; John 7:38,39.
Wdir-Qsymbolic of a number of different aspects of the Holy Spirit.
(ri'lj'1Xr,"t i:leanses, refreshes, satisf ies, rirakes fruitful'and'speaks to us of the resources of the Holy Spirit

.that are in our rives. rn rsaiah r2: 3 we read of ttr" weriroi s;ruJ"".
fbl water in the form of rain is symbolic of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Joel 2:2J,2g.

Acts 2: | 7. Jeremiah S:24.

*"1.^ .The Holy-spirit is pictured in the Bible as a seal. Ephesians l:13,14. Ephesian 4:3O. 2 Corin E:5.
].ne b€al speaks of ownership; the fact that we ar-e God's redeemed property and that He will complete
the work He has'started, is a strong consolation. phit l:6.

THE MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
The Holy Spirit has been called the executive of the God-head for He is the one who executes the wiil of God intheearth and by this anointing it comes to pass.
As far back as Genesrb l:2 we see this principle. God speaks and
quickens and brings lite. Romans B: l l. John 6:63.

6.

the Holy Spirit moves. He is the one who

We want to examine briefly His ministry in the l ife of the believer.
(a) He convicts and convinces of sin. John l6:7, g. Acts 2:37,3g.
(b) He^is responsible for regeneration and the bringing of new lite. John 3: | -8. Titus 3:5- Ronnns g: I l.2 Corin 3:6.
(c) He gives power to live the Christian lite. Act l:8. Luke 24:4g. p.oryer to be witneses.

!o) 
He i.s a counsellor and guide. John 14:26. John r6:r3. Romans g:14.

(e) He brings truth. John 14:17. I John 2:27. John 16:lJ.
{f) He equips for service.

We see this in the life of Jesus in Luke 4:18. Acfs 10:38- There is an equipping for tasks that are notspecifically spiritual. Judges l4:6.
David was anointed in orderto be the kingof lsrael. / samuet l6:13.

(s) He assists our prayer rife. Romans g:26. Jude 20. Ephesians 6: rg.
{h) He changes us into the likeness of Jesus. 2 Corin 3:lg:
(i) The fundamental ministry of the Holy Spirit is to make Jesus real tous.John l6:14.

The Hof y Spirit is sent to glorify Jesus.John l6:14-
Any group that glorifies the Holy Spirit more than Jesus has missed the point, because the very purpose ofthe Holy Spirit is to glorify Jesus Christ.
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STUDY NO.  1  Bu i ld ing  on  the  R igh t  Foundat ion

The Foundat ion  o f  any  bu i ld ing  must  be  s t rong be fore  the  s t ruc tu re  can be  erec ted .  Any  c rack  or  fau l t  in  th is  cou ld
lead to  the  eventua l  co l lapse o f  the  bu i ld ing .

In  many d i f fe ren t  p laces  scr ip tu re  compares  the  l i fe  o f  the  be l iever  to  the  cons t ruc t ion  o f  a  bu i ld ing .

I Cor 3: 9 (b)

Who is the chief cornerstone or foundation of this buildino?

Eph 2:20

I  Co r  3 :11

Acts 4: | |
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3.

4.

hl  2:7 (NASB)says

Hav ing  rece ived Chr is t  as  our  persona l  Sav iour  and Lord  we have la id  the  f i rs t  par t  o f  the  foundat ion  on ly  -  the
ch ie f  corners tone.

Heb 6 :1-2  te l l s  us  about  o ther  aspec ts  o f  th is  foundat ion  wh ich  must  be  la id .
I

Not ice that  these are a lso cal led the e lementary teaching or  doctr ines or  the f i rs t  pr inc ip les of  Chr is t .  Wi th these
truths the basic  understanding or  foundat ion of  the Chr is t ian fa i th  is  la id.

Read through Hebrews 5:12 -  6:3.  What  was the problem these Hebrew Chr is t ians had?

Once th is  foundat ion  has  been la id  the  goa l  i s  to  go  on  to  per fec t ion  or  matur i t y  v / .  What  warn ing  does  God g ive
concern ing  th is  v32

G O D  D O E S  N O T  P E R M I T  Y O U  T O  G O  O N  U N L E S S  T H I S  I S  F I R M L Y  L A I D  I N  Y O U R  L I F E ,

Read Mt 7:24-27.  In  the l ight  of  the rest  of  th isstudy,say in  your  own words what  caused the fool ish man's house to
fa l l .

lVfemory Verse 4cls 4: l2.Christ is the very foundation of our salvation.

Assignment :Read through the book of  Acts not ing in  each case the foundat iontheApost les la id in  the l i fe  of  the
bel ievers in  the ear lyChurch.  In  th is  connect ion not ice Paul 's  words in  I  Cor  3: l0 .Paul  was a wise masterbui lder  -
ARE YOU?
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STUDIES FOR CHRISTIA]I GROWTH
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to lament or grieve (not true repentance)
a radical  change in ones at t i tude to s in and God.  (Refers to genuine
repentance.)

to have feeling, regret,care or concern (not true repentance)
to have another  mind ( refers to genuine repentance) .

a) Rom 2:4

STUDY NO. 2 Repentance from Dead Works
This is the first doctrine l isted in Heb 6:1.
Defi nition of Repentance

In both the old and New Testaments there are two words translated ,,repent,,.

O.T.  Nacham
Shub

N.T.  Netamelomai
Metanoeo

What causes men to come to a place of true Repentance?

b) Acts 2:37

c) 2 Cor 7:9-10

d) Mt l2:41

e) Luke l7:3

Who alone can grant repentance?
a) 2 Tim 2:25 cp Acts I l:18
b) Acts 5:31

True repentance also invo.lves a change of mind, a decision of the wil l and the corresponding outward action todemonstrate the inward change.
R e a d t h e s l o r y o f  t h e p r o d i g a l  s o n L u k e l s : l l - 3 2 a n d c o m p l e t e t h e f o l l o w i n g o u t l i n e b y p u t t i n g i n t h e r e l e v a n t
sections of the story under the right headings.
a) The Change of Mind

b) The Decision of the Will

SUMMARY:

"Thus we can see that  repentance is  the in forming and changing of  the mind; the st i r r ing and d i rect ing of  the emo-t ions to urge the requi red change;  and the act ion of  y ie ld ing the wi l l  in  turn ing the whole man away f rom s in untoGod".

How important is Repentance?

c) The Performance of the Will

True repentance must  a lways go before t rue fa i th ;wi thout  t rue repentance there can never  be t rue fa i th .  Wr i te outwhat we are told re. faith in these verses:
Acts l7:30
Luke 5:32

Luke l3:3,5

Acts I l:18

2 Peter 3:9
Heb 6: I

Mt 3:2
Mt 4:17

Mk 6:12

Acts 20:21
Luke 24:47
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Repentance from what?

Heb 6: I "repentance from
Acts 20:21 "repentance toward

" are the deeds and actions of a l ife that is l ived apart from God.
lsa 64:6 "all our righteousnesses

t-rom now on our deeds and actions of l i fe should come from a l ife of faith and trust in God.

What is associated with

a) Acts 20:21

b) Acts 2:38

Repentance?

Mk l: 15

c) Acts 3: | 9

d) Acts 26:20

el Acts 26:20

fl Mt s:8

Rev 2:5

Christians and Repentance
\t1./henever there is sin in a christian's l i fe there must be repentance.
a) The Corinthians

b) The Ephesians

c) ln Pergamos

d) In Sardis
e) In laodicea

lVlemory Verse Acts | 7:30

2 Cor 7:9 2 Cor 12:21
Rev. 2:5

Rev .2 :16

Rev. 3:3

Rev.3:19
As christians l iving in these last days we must be careful to maintain an attitude of repentance, ever turning fromour own deeds and ways toward God, ready to hear and do what He savs.
Read lsaiah 55:6-13.

Homework Assignment

What are some of the evidences you would expect to find in the l ife of one who had truly repented?
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STUDY NO. 3 Faith toward God
Introduction

"Fai th"  and "Repentance" are inseparable in  ef fect ing genuine convers ion.  Paul  sums up h is  min is t ry  to the lost
as:
" test i fy ing both to Jews and a lso the Greeks REPENTANCE toward God and FAITH toward our  Lord Jesus
Chr i s t " .  (Ac t s20 :21 )The resu l t o f  suchp reach ing i s reco rdedconce rn ing theThessa lon ianswho"Tu rned toGod
(Fai th)  f rom idols  (Repentance) ' . ' l  Thess.  l :9 .

Throughout  the whole Bib le great  emphasis is  la id on fa i th .

What is the meaning of the word?

The root  words f rom which we get  " fa i th"  (noun) and "bel ieve"  (verb)  and i ts  der ivat ives are found in the N.T.
619  t imes .

a)  FAITH (Pist is)  means "Fai th,  bel ie f ,  f i rm persuasion,  assurance,  f i rm convict ion.  honesty,  in tegr i ty ,  fa i th fu l -
ness,  t ruthfu lness" .

b)  BELI  EVE (Pisteuo)  "To t rust  in .  put  fa i th  in ,  conf ide in ,  re ly  on a person or  th ing,  have a mental  persuasion,
to intrust, commit to the charge or power of '. '

How does the Bib le def  ine fa i th? Wri te down a few di f ferent  def in i t ions for  compar ison,  e.g.

Heb  l l : l  (AV)

RSV or NASB

Living Bible

J.B. Philips or other version

lmportant Facts about Faith f rom this Definit ion

1.  There is  a d is t inct ion made between fa i th  and hooe.

a)  Hope is  d i rected toward the future;  fa i th  is  establ ished in the present  (something wi th in us that  we
possess here and now).

b)  Hope is  pr imar i ly  in  the realm of  the mind ; fa i th  is  pr imar i ly  in  the realm of  the heart  or  sp i r i t .

Rom l0: 10 (a)

2 Cor 4: l3 b)

I Thess 5:8

2. Fai th  dea ls  w i th  " th ings  no t  seen" .  Fa i th  i s  no t  based upon the  ev idence o f  our  f i ve  na tura l  senses  bu t  on  the
eterna l  inv is ib le  rea l i t ies  revea led  bv  God 's  word .

2 Cor 5:7

How important is it?

a) Heb I l:6

b) Heb 2:4 (b) Rom l : 17 Ga l  3 :11 The shall

l i ve  by

c) Eph 2:8 (a)

d) Rom l4:23 (b)
Where does Faith come from?

Eph 2:8

Phil 3:9 (AV)

Heb l2:2

ln Mk I  l :22 we are to ld to have " the fa i th  of  God" (marginal  render ing)  and th is  can only come f rom God Himsel l
Our at t i tude must  be one of  dependence upon God for  fa i th .
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How can you rece ive  Fa i th?

A s  h a s  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  a l l  f a i t h  m u s t  f  i r s t  c o m e  f r o m  G o d .  G o d  i m p a r t s  f a i t h  i n  a  n u m b e r
1 .  Rom l0 :17

of  ways .

T h i s  i s  a  p e r s o n a l l y  q u i c k e n e d  w o r d  f r o m  G o d  ( R h e m a ) .  ( S e e  l a t e r  f o r  a m p l i f  i c a t i o n . )
I  Cor l2:9

F a i t h  r e c e i v e d  i n  t h i s  w a y  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  n i n e  g i f t s  o f  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t .  T h i s  i s  f o r  m i n i s t r y  a n d  i s  u s u a l l y
assoc ia ted  w i th  the  f  i ve  min is t r ies  in  Eph 4 :  I  l .
e  g '  An  evange l is t  wou ld  rece ive  fa i th  as  a  g i f t  -  an  impar ta t ion  f  rom God -  to  p ray  fo r  the  s ick .  l t  wou ldusua l ly  accompany the  g i f t s  o f  hea l ing  the  work ing  o f  mi rac les  (e tc ) .
Gai 5:22

l
il
l
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i

T h i s d e v e l o p s  n a t u r a l l y  i n  o u r  l i v e s .  T h e r e  i s  n o  s t r u g g l e  f o r  i t  b u t
I t  i s  fo r  da i l y  l i v ing  to  keep us  f ree  f rom s ickness  e tc .
(Tape No.  2660 f rom L i fe  G iv ing  Min is t r ies  ampl i f ies  aspec t  No.

i t  g rows  ou t  o f  f e l l owsh ip  i n  H i s  p resence .

? l

FAITH 'S  FOUNDATION

G rc i  . ,  eaks to us f rom th is  wr i t ten word ( logos)  by quickening i t  (making i t  a l ive and real )  to  us.
,,4t 4. :l

( rhema)
The quickened word (rhema) is the generator of faith (Rom l0:17) and l i fe. John 6:63

Wh.en God rp.uk, p"rron :i,tTt'on/ th rough the  wr i t ten  word  o f  God tha t  p roduces  fa i th .  we don ' t  have to  s t rugg le  fo r  fa i th .  l t  e i ther  comes f romGod or  i t  doesn ' t  come.

Not ice  the  response o f  [ .4ary  to  the  ' , rhema, ' (v3g)  
Luke l :26_3g

How to receive a quickened word "rhema,' from God.

1 .  Trusr  in  the  wr i t ten  word  o f  God.

2 .  Pray  in  the  sp i r i t  -  wa i t  on  God.  I  Cor  14 :14 .

3. Meditate in the word of God Joshua l :Z-g.

4 .  A l low the  Ho ly  Sp i r i t  to  qu icken the  word  o f  God to  you.
5 .  Med i ta te  over  and over  on  tha t  wh ich  God qu ickens  to  vou.

FAITH'S FUNCTION
Eph 5:26

J N  O : O J

L ike  prophecy  the  qu ickened word  is  fo r  our  persona l  ed i f i ca t ion ,  exhor ta t ion  and comfor t ,  I  Cor  l4 :3 .  Any  wordinvo lv ing  "d i rec t ion"  in  our  l i ves  shou ld  be  submi t ted  to  the  Body o f  Chr is t  espec ia l l y  those over  us  in  the  Lord .

F A I T H  o r  F A N A T I C I S M  ( P R E S U M P T | O N )

Fa i th  i s  ac t ion  based on  the  qu ickened word  (Rhema)  wh i le  fanat ic ism is  ac t ion  based on  the  wr i t ten  word  ( logos) .

Ass ignmentRead Romans Chapter  4  and d iscover  how Abraham " the  fa ther  o f  a l l  them tha t  be l ieve , ,man i fes tedi a  : h  t o w a r d  G o d .

i /bnnry Verses Romans 10:17 and Hebrews l l : l



STUDIES FOR CHRISTIA}I GROWTH

lntroduction

We now come to the th i rd of  the " f i rs t  pr inc ip les"  which const i tu te the Chr is t ian 's  " foundat ion" .  Heb 6:2 cal ls
it the doctrine of Baptism. However the New Testament makes reference to at least four baptisms:

1 .  Thebap t i smo f  John  (Ma t t  3 :11 ,21 :25 ) .

2. Our Lord's baptism of Suffering (Luke l2:50).

3. Christian baptism (Acts 2:38).

4.  Bapt ism wi th or  in  the Holy Spir i t  /Acts l :5 ,  2:4) .

In  th is  present  s tudy we wi l t  be conf in ing ourselves to a study of  Chr is t ian bapt ism in water .

What is the meaning of the word "BAPTIZE"?

Bapt ise is  the Angl ic ized form of  the Greek word "Bapt izo"  and means " to d ip,  immerse,  submerge".  By def in i t ion
and usage the word means " to put  in to or  under water  (or  other  penetrable substance)  so as ent i re ly  to immerse or
submerge".
Why should we be baptised?

1 .  B e c a u s e w e a r e c o m m a n d e d t o f o l l o w t h e e x a m p l e o f  J e s u s i n t h i s m a t t e r . M t 3 :  l 3 ' 1 7 , 1 P e t e r 2 : 2 1 - 2 2 .

2.  ln  being bapt ised we are lay ing an essent ia l  foundat ion of  our  Chr is t ian l ives.  Acts 2:37 '40.

What  th ree  s teps  are  ou t l ined  here?
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a )

c )

b )

Conditions for baptism

1. Being taught Mt 28: l9-20

2. Repentance Acts 2:37-38

3.  Bel iev ing Mk 16:15 '16.

4. A good conscience toward God I Peter 3:21.
You are bapt ised because your  hear t  is  r ight  wi th God.

From these four  condi t ions what  sor t  of  person would you conclude has an obl igat ion and a r ight  to  be bapt ised
in water?

In  the  N.T .  newly  conver ted  Chr is t ians  were  bapt ised  normal ly  w i th 'n  a  few hours  o r  a t  the  most  a  few days  a f te r

be ing  saved.  Read these scr ip tu res  to  ga ther  your  own conc lus ion : -
Acts 2:41; 8: |  2: 8: 36-39; 9: |  7-1 8; |  0:48; |  6: l4-18; |  6:33.

The spir i tual Signif icance of Baptism

Read through Rom 6: l-19 careful ly.

BAPTISM
a)  Bur ia l  o f  the  dead body  v3-4

b)  resur rec t ion  v4-5

When Chr is t  d ied on the cross our  o ld nature d ied or  was cruc i f  ied wi th Him, and we, through the new bi r th,are
given a new l i fe  and nature.  God therefore bur ies the o ld nature as we go through the waters of  bapt ism and we
come out  of  the waters wi th a new power in  our  spi r i t  to  l ive a l i fe  of  r ighteousness unto God.

The bapt ism is  an outward expression of  what  has a l ready taken p lace in  your  l i fe .  Nevertheless the moment of
bapt ism is  very meaningfu l  and the Holy Spir i t  desi res to make th is  act  a real i ty  in  our  l ives in  dai ly  l iv ing.

C H R I S T ' S  A T O N E M E N T
a)  Death  un to  s in

Old  Man c ruc i f ied

Body o f  s in  des t royed

b)  A  new l i fe  l i ved  un to
God and r igh teousness

v2

vO

v6

v 4 ,  v 1 0 , 1  1 ,
1 3 , 1 9 .

STUDY NO. 4 Water Baptism



Entering into the reality of the "Crucified Life" in daily l iving
step 1 Know by revelation that our old nature is crucified with christ Rom 6:6.
Step 2 Reckon or rely upon the fact that your old nature is already dead, and that you are now alive unto God with
a new nature. Rom 6: | 1.

Step 3 Yie ld by an act  of  your  wi l l ,  your  body and i ts  ind iv idual  members to God.  Rom 6:13.
Rom l2: I says

Step 4 Rely on God by the power of the Holy Spirit to make your freedom f rom the old nature real in every situa.
I ron.

What spiritual law now operates in your l i fe? Rom 8:2.
Thus in each s i tuat ion that  you face as you y ie ld to th is  new law wi th in,  re ly ing on the Holy Spir i t  power,  you wi l l
discover a new and total freedom from the , ' law of sin and death,,.
lVfemory verse. Col 2: | 2.
Assignment .  Dur ing th is  week spend a considerable amount  of  t ime medi tat ing in  Romans 6,7 and 8.  Under l ine
these key verses in your Bible. Rom 6:6, | |, l3 ,8:1 and 2 and any other verles quickened to you.
Wri te down on paper any exper iences you had dur ing the week in which these pr inc ip les could be appl ied.
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STUDY NO. 5 Baptism in the Holy Spir i t

Who is the Holy Spir i t?

He is  a  PERSON,  the  th i rd  person o f  the  t r iune  Godhead.  H is  work  and min is t ry  th roughout  bo th  the  Old  and New
Testaments  a re  o f  v i ta l  impor tance. (See s tudy  on  the  Godhead f  o r  fu l le r  de ta i l s . )

Under  the  O.T .  d ispensat ion  the  Ho ly  Sp i r i t  was  on ly  poured ou t  upon a  se lec ted  fewto  enab le  them to  car ry  ou t
the  task  God ca l led  them to  do .

Judges 6:34

Judges l l:29 (a)
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I n  t h e  N . T .  d i s p e n s a t i o n  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  i s  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  a l l  b e l i e v e r s

Acts 2:39

Bapt ism of  the Holy Spir i t

f t  i sa  foundat iona l  Doc t r ine  rn  the  New Testament .  Heb 6  2
The Bapt ism o f  the  Ho ly  Sp i r i t  i s  one o f  the  doc t r ines  inc luded in  th is  s ta tement .

I t  i s  fo reshadowed in  a  number  o f  O ld  Tes tament  Types .  (A  Type is  an  "example"  o r  " f igure"  o r  p ic tu re
o f  some t ru th  c lear ly  taught  in  the  New Testament  -  read I  Cor  l0 : l - l l  no te  vs  6  and 11  espec ia l l y ) .

t -

2.

Feast of Passover Exodus 12; 23:15
Feast of Pentecost Exodus 23:16

Type o f  Sa lva t ion .
Type o f  Bapt ism in  the  Ho ly  Sp i r i t .

Th is  feas t  was  f  u l f  i l l ed  on  the  dav  o f  Pentecos t .  Ac ts  2 :  l -4

Foretold by Old Testament Scriptures.
Joel 2:28

Quoted by  Peter  on  the  day  o f  Pentecos t  Ac ts  2 :14-18 to  es tab l i sh  tha t  what  had jus t  taken p lace  2 :1 -4
was the fulf i lment of Joel 2.

Other  sc r ip tu res  and the i r  N .T .  counter -par t ; -

l sa iah  28 : I l - l2 I Cor 14:21
Joel 2:28 Acts 2: 18lsaiah 44:3 Jn 7:37.

lsaiah 32: | 5

Foretold by John the

Mt  3 :  1 /  "He  sha l l

"pour out of my spirit" ref. to baptism.

see also Mk l:8, Luke 3:16, Jn l:33.

Promised by the Father  and the Son.

Luke 24:49

Acts | :4

Purchased by

Acts 2:33

Jesus  th rough H is  A ton ing  Death  on  Ga lvary .

see also Gal 3: l3-14.

What  was the b less ing of  Abraham that the  Gent i les  were  to  rece ive  th rouqh Chr is t?
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What is the Baptism in the Holy Spirit?
I t  is  d is t inct  f rom salvat ion.  In  salvat ion we receive Jesus Chr is t  as saviour  and Lord -  God's g i f t  to  the s inner .
Jn 3: 16

In the Bapt ism of  the Holy Spir i t  we receive the person of  the Holy Spir i t ,  God's g i f t  to  the Chr is t ian.
Who cannot  receive the Spir i t  o f  Truth? Jn l4 :17
Who can receive the Spirit? Jn 7:39

As a resul t  o f  receiv ing the Holy Spir i t  what  does your  body then become? |  cor  6:19
What important  change should th is  br ing in  our  l ives? y20

Listed below are examples making distinction between these two experiences.
Born of the Spirit

Jn 3:l-5
( lmpartat ion of  Div ine l i fe  and nature)
a) Jesus Lk l:35 Mt l:20
b) Disciples Jn 20:2G23

c) S:maritans Acts 8:5-14
at :raul Acts 9:1-6, I Cor l2:3
e) Ephesians Acts l9: l-5

Baptised in the Spirit

Jn l:30_33
( lmpartat ion of  Div ine abi l i ty  and power. )

Luke 3:21-23

Luke 24:49; Acts l:5,8; 2:1-4
Acts 8: | 5-19

Acts 9: | 7-18, I Cor | 4: | 8
Acts 19: 6-7cp, Eph l:13

f) Cornelius' household Acts 10:34-43; I l:14-lg Acts l0:44-4g

What is the evidence of the Baptism in the Holy Spirit?
(Re-read the scr iptures under the heading "Bapt ised in the spi r i t "  above).

Al l  through the N.T.  the Bapt ism in the Holy Spir i t  is  at tested by the supernatura l  ev idence of  , ,speaking inother tongues"

1 '  This  is  the ev idence which the Apost les themselves received in thei r  own exper ience.Acts 2: l -4,  Actsl l: 15.

2 '  This  was the ev idence which the Apost les themselves accepted in the exper ience of  others.  Acfs
l0:45-46, Acts | 9:6.

3.  The Apost les never  asked for  any other  a l ternat ive ev idence.

What happens when a person is Baptised in the Holy Spirit?
1 '  The Holy Spir i t  comes upon that  person in an outward mani festat ion of  His presence.  Acts 2:17,8:16, 10:44, l9:6.

2 '  Inwardly  in  the l ikeness of  one dr ink ing,  receiv ing the presence and power of  the Holy Spir i t  wi th in,unt i l  there comes a point  at  which the Holy Spir i t  in  turn wel ls  up wi th in the bel iever  and f lows for thlike a river from within the innermost part of 
'hi, 

b.ing. Jn 7:3g-39. lsaiah l2:3.
The resul t  Acts 2:4 "And yOU BEGIN to soeak

On what basis do you receive the Holy Spirit?
l .  He is  a f ree grace g i f t  g iven by Jesus to you.  Not  based on personal  hol iness.
2- Already given and avairabre to ail so ask Luke fi:13 and receive Acts rg:2.
3. He is promised to all believers Acts 2:3g.
4.  You personal ly  speak,  the Holy Spir i t  wi l l  g ive you the language Acts 2:4.
5 '  Expect  a c lear  language to f low.  Be ready to exal t  and g lor i fy  Chr is t  in  the language of  the Holy Spir i t .
ll|bmory Yerse. Luke 3:16.

Horework fusignnrent.

Using these and any other  scr ip tures you know, wr i te  a paragraph on the importance of  exerc is ing the g i f t  o ftongues in your  devot ional  l i fe .
I Cor l4:4
I  Co r  14 :14 -15
I Cor l4:2

Eph 6:18
Jude V20.

Eph 5:18-19
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STUDY 6. THE PURPOSE OF THE BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT.

lntroduction

The bapt ism in the Holy Spir i t  is  not  the f ina l  goal  to  be at ta ined in the Chr is t ian exper ience,  i t  is  the opening

of  a gateway leading in to a new realm of  Chr is t ian l iv ing '

Only part of God's Total Provision

Onlv when jo ined together  wi th a l l  the other  par ts  of  God's prov is ions for  Chr is t ian l iv ing,  wi l l  the bapt ism be

benef ic ia l ,  e .g.

Dai lv  fe l lowship wi th the Lord and Bib le s tudy '

lnvolvement  in  a local  church.

L iv ing a d isc ip l ined Chr is t ian l i fe .

Embracing the deal ings of  God to develop the f ru i ts  of  the spi r i t  in  your  l i fe '

A new Realm of SPiritual Conflict

As a logical  consequence of  the bapt ism, increased power and b less ing f rom God always br ings wi th i t  increased

opposi t ion f rom Satan.

ln the l i fe  of  Jesus,  i t  is  s igni f icant  that  He never  faced a d i rect  at tack of  the enemy, Satan,  unt i l  a f ter  h is  bap-

tism in Jordan. Read Luke 3: 21'22 then 4:l-21'

Results in the lndividual Believer

l. Power to witness and BE a witness'

I

jl
Luke 24:49

Acts 1:8

I t  i s  no t  a  ques t ion  o f  the  words  we speak  bu t  the  power  to  make those words  e f fec t i ve '  charac ter  i s  a lso

invo lved,  we must  "be"  what  we are  w i tness ing  about '

2. To gforify christ and to make the things of christ real to us Jn 16: l4-15' (Underline in your Bible')

3. The baptism gives us a foretaste ol the world or age to come Heb 6:4-5, Eph l:13'14' (Underline in your

B i b l e . )

4. A supernatural helP in PraYer.
There are two d i f ferent  realms of  prayeri n  t h e  S p i r i t

a )  Eph 6 :18  - -

cp with 1 Cor 14:l4a

b) Roman 8: 26 --

The Holy Spirit becomes a guide and teacher in relation to the Scriptures

Jn 14:26

This does not  do away wi th the mir r is t ry  of  teachers Eph 4:11

Daily guidance in the Christian l ife

Rom 8:'14 -

Gal. 5: | 6a

Life and health for the

Rom 8:1 1

physical bodY

_--:),



8. The outpouring of Divine love into the believer,s heart
Ronnns 5:5b

For other aspects of the ministry of the Holy Spirit- The Holy Spirit in the Congregation
- The Holy Spirit in the prea;he;

see Derek Prince,s book the ,,purposes 
of pentecost,,

Homeurork Assignnrent
Either Read Luke 4:l-l3.write a paragraph or two on how you can overcome the temptations you wi, face inthe Spirit-f i l led l ife, using the Lord,s f if ie as an example.
otherscriptures which may be herpfur - | peter 5:g-g, Eph 6:17, Rev r2:r0-rr.

i l ,, l lnt 
one aspect of the results of the baptism in the believer's l i fe and write a paragraph explaining it more

flbnrcry Verse. Acts 2:4.
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Old Testament
Laying on of  hands was an accepted doctr ine f rom the days of  the patr iarchs.  l t  was an important  act
associated with imparting blessing and authority. Genesis 48:14.

I t  was reverenced and not  entered in to l ight ly .

New Testament

In  the  New Testament  there  are  f i ve  d is t inc t  purposes .

1 .  Hea l ingof  the  unsaved

Mk l6:18 (c)
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" they shal l  recover"  -  th is  is  not  necessar i ly  instantaneous.  Read Acts l4 :3;  l9 : l l -12.  Mk 6.5

To impart the gift of the Holy Spirit

F ive t imes in the book of  Acts we see references to people being bapt ised in the Holy Spir i t .

a)  In  the upper room.

b)  The new converts  of  Samar ia.

c)  Saul  of  Tarsus in  Damascus.

d)  The household of  Cornel ius.

e)  The d isc ip les at  Ephesus.

l f  you  s tudy  these events  you w i l l  f ind  tha t  th ree  ou t  o f  f i ve  rece ived the  exper ience th rough the  lay ing  on
of  hands .

Which  ones  were  theV?

( i )

Acts 2:4

Acts 8: | 4-l7

Acts 9:17

Acts | 0:44

Acts |9: l -6

( i i )

( i i i )

3 .  lmpar t ing  o f  Sp i r i tua l  G i f ts  and Mln is t r ies

Read / Tim 4:14; 2 Tim l:6; 1 Tim l:18.

Th is  was done by  Pau l  and the  e lders  in  the  presence o f  the  congregat ion .  T imothy  seems to  have rece ived
a min is t ry .  ( l  be l ieve  i t  was  tha t  o f  an  apos t le )  accompan ied  by  prophecy .

4. Commissioning to the work of the Lord

Read Ac ts  13 : l -4  Sent  fo r th  by  the  Ho ly  Sp i r i t  w i th  the  lay ing  on  o f  hands .

The results - read Acts l4:26-27

5. Ordination of Deacons and Elders

Acts 6:3-6; Acts 14:23.

Word of Warning

I Timothy 5:22

I n d i s c r i m i n a t e  l a y i n g  o n  o f  h a n d s  c o u l d  b e  d a n g e r o u s .

Summary

1.  l t  must  never  be  exerc ised l igh t ly .

2 .  The d i rec t ion  o f  the  Ho ly  Sp i r i t  shou ld  be  sought  fo r  whom,  when and how to  p ray .

3 .  The one pray ing  must  be  empowered w i th  the  Ho ly  Sp i r i t .  Remember  a l l  power  f lows under  p ressure .

lVlemory Verse. I Timothy 5:22.

Homework Assignment

Us ing  a  concordance jo t  down ha l f  a  dozen Scr ip tu res  f  rom the  Old  Tes tament  on  th is  sub jec t .
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STUDY 8. THE RESURRECTION. The f i f th doctr ine ot Hebrews G.
Introduction
In  th is  wor ld  o f  insecur i ty ,  where  no th ing  is  beyond the  reach o f  decay  and des t ruc t ion ,a  Chr is t ian  needs a  very
rea l  hope,  an  anchor  fo r  the  sou l ,  th is  hope is  the  resur rec t ion  o f  the  dead.  1  Cor in th ians  l5 :19 .

O L D  T E S T A M E N T
The resur rec t ion  was the  hope and be l ie f  o f  theOld  Tes tament  sa in ts .  Jacob had h is  bones  car r ied  ou t  o f  Egypt
fo r  th is  purpose.  Job sa id  in  Job 19 :25 ,  " thougfL  worms des t roy  my body  ye t  in  my f lesh  sha l l  I  see  God" .
Dav id  sa id  in  Psa lm 49:15

read also Daniel l2:2; lsaiah 26:19.

What happened to the Old Testament saint at death?
Read Genesrs 37:35; Job l7:16.

What happened to the unrighteous at death?

Read Psalm 9: l7; Psalm 49; Ezekiel 32:18-30.

NEW TESTAMENT

Lazarus and the r ich man.

Read Luke /6. What can we tell from this story about (a) the state of consciousness of man's spirit after death?

(b )  the  two separa te  p laces  under  the  ear th?

CHRIST'S DEATH AND RESURRECTION

What ef fect  d id th is  have on Old Testament  saints who had d ied?
Read (Matthew 27:50-53

CHRIST IS OUR PATTERN AND PROOF

Revelation l:5 (Amplif ied)

I Corinthians | 5: 12-22.

2 Corinthians 4:14.

What is our guarantee of resurrection?

Romans 8:11

From reading Romans 4:24,25 and Romans l0:9 explain why this doctrine is so important.

FULL  ATONEMENT MADE BY CHRIST

Chr is t 's  death and descension in to hel l  pa id fu l l  pr icefor  our  access in to the presence of  God.  Chr is t ians now pass
into the presence of God at death.e.g. Stephen's death.,4cts 7:55-59,2 Corinthians 5:8.

RESURRECTION is  the reuni t ing of  the spi r i t  and body.

When wil l this occur?

For Chr is t ians:  at  His Coming
I Corinthians | 5:23-24.

For  unbel ievers:  at  the end (af ter  the Mi l len ium)

Al I wi r I eve nt u a | | y r",:,:;":,:: ::"";::': 
"ilt 

: ; ;::it 
i o n 2 0 : 5 - 1 3'
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THE SAME BODY BUT CHANGED
Resurrect ion means -  a r is ing up.  l f  i t  was a new body i t  would not  be resurrect ion.
24:36-40.

List some changes found in the body of Jesus after His resurrection

Luke 2 l :16-18.  Luke

Luke 24:39Luke 24:31. 36 and 51.
Jesus ate, drank and spoke. Luke 24:43.

In what ways can we expect our bodies to be changed?
Read / Corinthians 15:42-54 and write down some chanqes.

What  ef fects wi l l  be l iev ing and remember ing we wi l l  be resurrected have in our  l ives?
1. Comfort I Thessalonians 4:18

I Corinthians 15: | 9
I Thessalonians 4:13

Philippians 3:10-21
I Corinthians l5:58,'
2 Corinthians 4:16;
I Corinthians l5:32;
Hebrews | 1:35.

2. Hope

3. A pressing on

4. An abil ity to keep going under pressure

Varying degrees of Glory

In the resurrect ion we wi l l  have vary ing degrees of  g lory according to the l i fe  we have l ived.  This can help us topress toward the mark too. Read Hebrews ll:35; 1 Corinthians l5:41-42; Daniel l2:3,.2 Corinthians 4:17.

lMemory Verse. 1 Corinthians l5:53.

Homework assignment

Wri te a paragraph headed 'How the hope of  resurrect ion helps my l i fe ' .  .  .  .
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STUDY 9.  ETERNAL JUDGEMENT.
This is the sixth doctrine of Hebrews 6.

Introduction

God is righteous.

God is our judge.

Genesis l8 :25 says "shal l  not  the ludge of  a l l  the ear th do r ight?"  Pnlm. l lg : l60 "and everyone of  thy
r ighteous judgments endureth for  ever . ' ,
Read also Hebrews l2:22-24; Judges ll:27.
God is understanding. John 5:26,27.

I

1l

t :

rl
Who has  God commi t ted  judgement  to?
Four main pflngip-!ef of God's judgement.

1. According to truth.

2. According to deeds.
1 Corinthians 4:5.

To what has Jesus committed judgement to?
Read John l2:47-48.

Nothing can be hid. There is a record kept in heaven. Romans 2:l-2; Ecclesiastes S:3-6,.Matthewl2:36.
Bomans 2:6. These deeds include the intents of the heart. Romans 2:16;

"Who wi l l  render to every man according to h is  deeds. , .  I  peter  l :17. Revelation 20: | 2.
3. No respect of persons with God. Romans 2:lL

God! judgements in l imeor history
Can you write down some examples?

God does  no t  iudge by  race ,  re l ig ions ,  p ro fess ion ,  phys ica l  appearance,  soc ia l  pos i t ion ,  wea l th ,  educat ion ,
etc,as we tend to. I  Samuel 16:7 "

According to Light.

11
it

11
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What about those who have never heard the gospel? RememberrGod is righteous and full of mercy.Nature reveals God- Romans l:20. G-ods'forekno;i.;g;: H. tno*, if we wil l accept the gospel ornot and is ab.le to keep the gospel from those who wil l refuse"it,to lessen their judgement. Romans g:2g.
Another example of judgement according to l ight is Matthew ll:20-24 and Luke l2:47."

2 Peter 2:6; Ezekiel l6:4g; Acts S:l_lA. Leviticus fr:27-33,.and Genesis 7.
&qe-rcasons for judgement in time include:-
a)  as an example

b) hereditary influence - Exodus 20:5
c) polluting the earth - venereal disease -fornication Jeremiah 3:2.

Fuff and final judgement upon men's actions is not administered in time. I Timothy S:24,25.
"some mens's ins are open beforehand,going before to judgement;  and some men they fo l low af ter  .  .  . , ,
Read also Ecclesiastes 8:l l.

JUDGEMENT IN  ETERNITY
No more t ime. Revelat ion 10.
The three judgements - 1. the judgement seat of Christ

2.  the throne of  Chr is t ,s  g lory
3. the great white throne.



1. The judgement seat of Christ

Chr is t ians wi l l  be judged f i rs t
N O T  F O R  S I N

hay,  wood,  s tubble

I
burn

Romans | 4: 10,1 | , l2.
We need have no fear  of  f ina l  condemnat ion as our  r ighteousness is  not  judged.  We have the r ighteousness
of  Chr is t .

John 5:24 John 3:18.
Romans 8:l I John l:9. I John 2:l-2.

This judgement is for rewards
f t  is  not  a judgement of  our  soul  but  of  our  works.  (Deeds)  Romans 2:6.  Our work is  t r ied or  iudged by
fire - | Corinthians 3:1 l-l 5.

gold,  s i lver ,  prec ious stones
I
I

remaln

( i )  mot ives -  to  g lor i fy  Chr is t  and to do His wi l l
( i i 1  obed ience  -  p r i nc ip les  i n  H i s  Word .

I t  is  therefore qual i ty  not

How may I  serve Chr is t  in

Three points to consider

our  own enthusiasm
our own st rength.

th is  l i fe  so  tha t  mv works  w i l l  s tand the  tes t  o f  f i re?

or the Spirit

\
His grace.
His strength.

We are to strive according to His working. Colossians l:29.

This requi res fa i th .  Fai thfu lness is  a lso important  -  Mat thew 25:21 ,23.

2. The throne of Christ's Glory

This is  the judgement of  the Gent i le  nat ions at  the c lose of  the great  t r ibu lat ion -  the word 'brethren '

here (Mattheilv 25:31-46).refers to the Jews as a nation. Nations who show compassion on the Jews during
the t r ibu lat ion enter  in to the b less ings of  the mi l len ium.

3. Great White Throne Revelation 20:||-l5.

This  i s  the  c lose  o f  the  mi l len ium and inc ludes  a l l  the  remain ing  dead "and whosoever  was no t  found
wr i t ten  in  the  book  o f  l i fe  was cas t  in to  the  lake  o f  f i re " .

God's purpose - Reconci l iat ion

At  the  c lose  o f  th is  f ina l  judgement  a l l  those who have accepted  by  fa i th  the  prop i t ia to ry  b lood o f  Chr is t ' s  c ross
wi l l  be  e te rna l l y  reconc i led  to  God.  And a l l  those who have no t  been reconc i led  in  th is  way w i l l  be  e te rna l l y
rejected. Colossians l: | 9-20.

Memory  Verse  " l t  i s  appo in ted  un to  man,  once to  d ie  and a f te r  death  the  judgement " .

Assign ment

In  your  l i fe  what  e f fec ts  can knowing th is  t ru th  have,bo th  negat ive ly  and pos i t i ve ly?
\Vr i te  a  paragraph.
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STUDY 1  -  THE NATURE OF MAN.
1 .  C R E A T E D  I N  G O D ' S  I M A G E
G e n .  1 . 2 6 , 2 7  " A n d  G o d  s a i d ,  L e t  u s  m a k e  m a n  i n  o u r  i m a g e ,  a f t e r  o u r  l i k e n e s s :  a n d  l e t  t h e m  h a v e

d o m i n i o n . . . . . .  "

S o  G o c l  c r e a l e d  m a n  r n  h i s  o w n  i m a g e ,  i n  t h e  i m a g e  o f  G o d  c r e a t e d  H e  h i m ;

G o d  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  m a k e  m a n  i n  H i s  ( G o d ' s )  o w n  i m a g e ;  t h a t  i s ,  h a v i n g  t h e  q u a l i t i e s  o r  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  G o d .  T h i s

d i s t i n q u r s h e s  n r J r r  i , o r r - r  t h e  l o w e r  a n i m a l s  w h i c h  G o d  a l s o  c r e a t e d

W h a t  a r e  s o m e  o i  t h c  q u a l i t i e s  o f  G o d ' s  i m a g e  i n  M a n T

T h e  n a t u r e  a n d  c h a r a c t e r  o f  G o d  i s  f e l t  b y  h u m a n s .  A n i m a l s  m a y  f e e l  ' w r o n g ' ,
i )  Mora l  Charac ter

i i )  R e a s o n

i i i )  C a p a c i t y  f o r  G o d

i v  )  I n r m o r t a l i t y

b u t  n o t ' s i n ' .
A n i m a l s  a r e  g u i d e d  b y  t h e i r  i n s t t n c t s ,  b u t  m a n  p o s s e s s e s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  a n d  r e a s o n .

By  these he  gu ides  h is  ins t rnc ts .
M a n  i s  c r e a t e d  w i t l - r  a  d e s i r , r  a n d  a n  a b i l i t y  t o  k n o w ,  l o v e  a n d  s e r v e ,  G o d .  A n i m a l s

have no  such capacr ty .
T h r o u g h  J e s u s  C h i l s t ,  m a n  h a s  r m m o r t a l i t y  a n d  e t e r n i t y  a s  h i s  p o s s e s s i o n .  T h e

B i b l e  m a k e s  n o  s u c h  p r o m i s e s  t o  a n i m a l s ,

L o o k  u p  t h e s e  s c r  o t r t r e  r e f e r e n c e s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  a i ) o v r l  4  s t a t e m e n t s .

7  Sant  l3 .74 ,  Mat i  16 .8 .  Psa lm 42.1 ,2 .  I  John 2  24 ,25 .

V r ' q ' k n c t r , n r  t h ; t  G o c l  c r e a t e d  m a n  w i t h  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  r e p r o d u c e  h r m s e l f .  S o  w e  c a n  a s s u m e  t h e n ,  t h a t  r t  w a s

G o d ' s  D u r p o s e  t h a i  m a n  m u l t i p l V  a n d  i n  s o  d o i n g ,  m u l t i p l y  t h e  i m a g e  a n d  l i k e n e s s  o f  G o d  i n  t h e  e a r t h .  R e a d

G e n .  1 . 2 8 ,  O f  c o u r s e  t h i s  i n t e n t i o n  o f  G o d  w a s  i n t e r r , : p t e d  w h e n  m a n  b o l v e d  t h e  k n e e  t o  G o d ' s  e n e m y  S a t a n ,

a n d  i n s t e a d  m L r l r i n l r c d  t h e  n a t u r e  a n d  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  t h e  d e v i l  i n  t h e  e a r t h .  ( N o t e :  T h e  S t u d i e s  o n ' S l N ' a n d
' S A L V A I  l O N '  d e a l  a t  l e n g t h  w i t h  t h i s  s u b . i e c t  a n d  r e l a t e  h o w  t h a t  t h r o u g h  J e s u s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t i o n  o f  G o d

f o r  m a n  i s  r e s t o r e d .  f  o r  t h o s e  w h o  r e c e i v e  H i m . )

W r i t e  o u l  J o h n  l  l 2
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Or ig ina l  Man Created
l r .  G e r t  2 . 7  , t  s a y s  t h a t  G o d  f o r m e d  m a n  o f  -  -

- i h L r s  
m a n ' s  i r o d y  w a s  m a d e ,  w h i l e  h i s  s p i r i t u a l  q u a l i t i e s  c a r l e  ' . v h e r r  G o d L r e a t h r d  -

2 .  M A N  I S  T R I U N E
M a n  s  a  t r i n i t V ,  i . e .  h e  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h r e e  p a r t s ,  p o s s e s s i n g  b o d y ,  s o u l  a n d  s p r r i t '
l h r s  r s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  m a n  b e i n g  c r e a t e d  i n  t h e  i m a g e  o f  G o d ,  H e  b e i r r g  " F a t h e r " ,  " S o n "  a n d  " H o l y  S p i r i t "

Vi ' :  11,  1- .q11 1 ThesS. 5.23 -_-

[ \ 4 o r  :  a  c o m p l e t e  b e i n g  a n d  i t  i s  d r f f i c u l t  t o  s p e a k  o f  h r s  c o r n p o s  t r o n  i n  t e r m s  o f  ' p a r t s ' a s  t h o u g h  o n e  w e r e

c i e s c r .  l ;  n g  a  m o t o r  c a r .  H o w e v e r ,  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  s i m p l i c i t y  r r r  t h i s  s t u d y  w e  w r l l  e r r d e a v o u r  t o  d e f  i n e  t h e

v a l o u s  a s o e c t s  a r - r d  f  u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  i m m a t e r i a l  a n d  m a t e r t a l  p a r  l s  o 1  t n a n .

T h e  S o u l
T h e  H e b r e w  w o r d  i s  " N e p h e s h " .  l n  G e n .  1 . 2 0  : l  i s  t r a n s l , l i e d  

' l i f e '  a r . d  i n  G e r t  1 2 . 5  r I  r s  t r a r r s l a t e d  
' s o u l ' .  l t

i s  o f t e n  u s e d  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  w h o l e  m a n .  T h e  G r e e k  w o r d  r s  ' ' P s u c h e " .  r v h r c h  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Y o L i n g  m e a n s
' a l , i r . n d l  l i f e ' , ' b r e a t h ' .  l t  i s  t r a n s l a t e d ' s o u l ' i n  M a t t .  1 0 . 2 8 ,  1 6  2 6
S o ,  o { t e n  t h e  t r a n s l a t o r s  o f  t h e  B i b l e  h a v e  r e n d e r e d  b o t h  " N a p h e s h "  a n d  " P s u c h e "  a s ' L I F E ' .  W h e n  t h e

s c r p t u r e s  s p e a k  o f  t h e  s o u l  d e p a r t i n g  a t  d e a t h ,  t h e  m e a n t n g  i s  t h a t  t h e ' l r f e ' d e p a r t s
T h e r r e  a r e  t h r e e  a s p e c t s  o f  m a n ' s  c o n s t i r u t i o n  w h i c h  c o m p r i s e  t h t :  s o r - r l .  v r z .  M I N D ,  W I L L ,  E N I O T l O N S .  ( S e e

T I l E  H E A R T  O F  N l A N ' ) .

The Sp i r i t
t  h e  ' s p i r i t '  o f  m a n  i s  s o m e t i m e s  d i f f  i c u l t  f o r  t h e  n a t u r a l  m i n c i  t o  c o m p r e h e r r d .  l t  c a n  b e  l i k e n e d  t t r  t h e  t l r i r d

l r e r s o n  o f  t h e  H o l y  T r i n i t y ,  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t .  M a n ' s  s p i r i t  i s  m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  a  q l i b  c l i c h e  u s e d  t o  d e s c r i b e  h i s

d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o r  g r i t .  l t  i s  a  v e r y  r e a l  p a r t  o f  m a n ,  p u t  t h e r e  b y  G o d  a n d  i n t e n d e d  b y  H i n i  t o  b e  t h e  a d m r n t

s t r d t l o n  c e n t r e  o f  h i s  b e i n g .  l t  i s  G o d ' s  i n t e n t i o n  t h a t  w e  b e  m o t i v a t e . J ,  d i r e c t e d .  a n d  c c n t r o l l e d  f r o m  o u r

S P l R l T ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  f r o m  o u r  i n t e l l e c t  o r  e m o t i o n s .
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P s e i o t  1 8 ; 2 8

s p i r i t  h a s  3  f u n c t i o n s :

C o n s c i e r c e  ( s e e ' T H E  H E A R T  O F
C o r n m u n i o r . t  w i t h  G o d  -  t h e  p l a c e
l n t u i t i o n  ( i n r , v a r d  t u i t i o n )  m e a n s  -
( s e e ' l \ i A L K I N G  l N  T H E  S P l R l T , )

h a p p e n s  t o  o u r  s p i r i t  a t  S a l v a t i o n ?

M A N ' ) .
whe re  God  dwe l l s  w i t h rn  us .' teaching f rom wi th in ' .

Prov.  20.27 *

O u r . s p i r i t  h a s  f e e l i n g .  T h i s  f e e l i n g  i s  m o t i v a t e d  b y
n e a r n e s s ,  l t  l s  o u r  s p i r i t  d e s i r i n g  t o  c o m m u n e  w i t h
n  sp i r i t .  Read John 4 :23 .

The Body

t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t .  W h e n  w e  s e n s e  G o d ' s  p r e s e n c e  a n d  f e e l  H i s
H i m .  G o d  i s  S p i r i t  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  o u r  f e l l o i n r s h i p  w i t h  H i m  i s

L ike  the  sou l  and  sp i r i t ,  t he  body  has  th ree  aspec ts  o r  d r i ves .  v i z .  SELF-pRESERVATION,  HUNGER,  SEX.F i ve  senses :  t ouch ing ;  sme l l i ng ;  hea r i ng ;  see ing ;  t as t i ng .

3 .  THE HEART OF MAN
The  HEART,  as  re fe r red  to  i n  sc r i p tu re ,  i s  ou r  sou l  p l us  ou r  consc ience  (pa r t  o f  ou r  sp i r i t ) ,  and  i s  t he  ga tewayto our  spi r i t .  whatever  comes into or  out  of  our  l i fe ,  does so through our  hear t .
\ ,^ 'Jr i te Matt.  1 5:19

a )

d )

u l
c )

The Mind

The  Wi l l
The Emot ions

The Conscience

Thoughts or ig inate in
Heb .4 :12 .
Read: Acts | 1.-23,
John 7 6:6
John 16:22
Write out Acts 2:37

the heart.  Read: Matt.  9:4

Mark 3:5.

Mark 2:6-8. b e n .  o ; 5 .

O u r  h e a r t  i s  -  c l e a n s e d  a t  s a l v a t i o n ,  a n d  p u r i f i c a t i o n  i s  a  p r o c e s s  t h a t  c o n i l n u e s  a f t e r  s a l v a t i o n

4 .  W A L K I N G  I N  T H E  S P I R I T
G a l .  5 . 1 6  -  " w a l k  i n  t h e  s p i r i t  a n d  y e  s h a l l  n o t  f u l f i l  t h e  l u s t s  o f  t h e  f l e s h , . .
T h e  n a t u r a l  m a n  l i v e s  h i s  l i f e ,  b e i n g  l e d  a n d  g u i d e d  b y  h i s  r e a s o n  o r  i n t e l l e c t  a n d  i s  m o t i v a t e d  b y  h j s  n a t u r a ld e s i  r e s .
H o \ ' v e v e r ,  i t  i s  G o d ' s  i n t e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e  c h r i s t i a n  l e a r n s  t o  e x e r c i s e  t h e  s p i r i t  w i t h i n  a n d  t o  s u b m i t  t o  t h e  v o i c ef r o m  w i t h i n .

T h i s  b r i n g s  u s  i n t o  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  s o u l i s h  m i n d  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  t r a i n e d  t o  a n a l y s e  a n d  l o g i c a l l y  c o l l a t e .  T h ern ind  needs to  be  " renewed"  (see Rom.  l2 :2 )  to  th ink  as  God th inks  and reason as  God re lsons .

a )  I n t u i t i o n
I n t u i t i o n  i s  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  m o v i n g  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  w i t h i n .  A  f e e l i n g  o r  s e n s a t i o n  b r r n g i n g  a , w i t n e s s ,d e e p  w i t h i n  o n e ' s  b e i n g "  T h i s  i s  a  f a c u l t y  t o  b e  l e a r n e d .  J u s t  a s  w e  h a v e  l e a r n e d  t h r o u g h  e x p e r i e n c e  t orecoqn ise  sensat ions  o f  the  body  such as  pa in ,  hunger ,  p leasure ,  heat  e tc . ,  so  we must  learn  to  recognrsethe  sensat ions  in  our  sp i r i t ,  such  as  joy ,  g r ie f ,  danger .
G o d  o f t e n  u s e s  n a t u r a l  t h i n g s  t o  t e a c h  u s  h o w  t o  r e c o g n i s e  t h e  s a m e  s e n s a t i o n  f r o m  a  s p i r i t u a l  s o u r c e .Th is  i s  where  our  memory  he tps .  Read what  Heb.  s ; r4  savs  abour  rn rs .

n g  t o  w a l k  i n  t h e  S P I R  l T
S r  r i t .

l e a r n i n g t o  w a l k  b y  I N T U I T I O N .  W e  c a n  o n l v  d o wi th  the  he lp  o f  the

l i
i l
l r
t lri
iL::
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STUDIES FOR CHRISTIAII GROWTH
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STUDY 2  -  THE LORD'S SUPPER.
T h e  L o r d , s  S u p p e r  i s  t h a t  o u t w a r d  r i t e  i n  w h i c h  a n  a s s e m b l y  o f  b e l i e v e r s  e a t s  b r e a d  t h a t  i s  b r o k e n  a n d  d r i n k s

wine  tha t  i s  poured fo r th ,  in  token o f  the i r  cons tan t  dependence on  the  once c ruc i f ied  bu t  now r isen  Chr ls t ,

a s  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e .

1 .  A N  O R D I N A N C E  I N S T I T U T E D  B Y  C H R I S T
" O r d i n a n c e " :  A  r i t e ,  o r  c e r e m o n Y .
J e s u s  i n s t i t u t e d  o n l y  t w o  o r d i n a n c e s  w h i l e  h e r e  o n  e a r t h '

1 .  W a t e r  B a p t i s m .  M a t t '  2 8 : 1 9 ;  M a r k  1 6 : 1 6 '

2 .  ts reak ing  o t  n r ruJ ,  .o . * rn ion ,  the  Lord 's  supper .  Read Luke 22 :19 '20 .  and 1  Cor .  11  23 '25 '

J e s u s  a p p o i n t e d  t h i s  r i t e  t o  b e  o b s e r v e d  b y  H i s  f o l l o w e r s  i n  r e m e m b r a n c e  o f  H i s  d e a t h .  O n l y  a f t e r  H i s

d e a t h  c o u l d  i t  c o m p l e t e l y  f u l f i l  i t s  p u r p o s e  a s  a  f e a s t  o f  c o m m e m o r a t i c n '

2 .  T I { E  S I G N I F I C A N C E  O F  T H E  C O M M U N I O N

God ins t ruc ted  ls rae l  to  observe  a  ser ies  o f  feas ts  th roughout  the  year  to  commemorate  events  o r  t ru tns '

The f i rs t  feas t  was  ca l led  PASSOVER and th is  feas t  was  a  year ly  reminder  to  l s rae l  tha t  i t  was  God who

de l ivered  them t r i i  the  bondage o f  Egypt ,  th rough the  sacr i f i ce  and shed b lood o f  the  lamb '  Read

Exodus cha7ter l2'

W h a t  w a s  t h i s  d a Y  t o  b e  t o  t h e m ?  ( v 1 4 )

Jesus  used the  na tura l  observance o f  th is  feas t  to  revea l  and exp la in  i t s  rea l  mean lng

What  d id  John the  Bapt is t  p roc |a im when he  saw Jesus? (John | :29)

On the  eve  o f  the  passover  when Jesus  H imse l f  was  about  to  be  s la in  as  the  t rue  Passover  Lamb,  then l t

was  tha t  the  Lord  ga thered H is  d isc ip les  together  and gave them the  ord inance o f  the  Lord 's  Supper  o r

t h e  C o m m u n i o n .  H e  f i n i s h e d  t h e  o l d  c e r e m o n y  t h a t  H e  m i g h t  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  n e w  c o v e n a n t '

3.

V/rite out Heb. l0:9

Read 1 Cor. 15:46.

T H E  S Y M B O L I S M  O F  T H E  C O M M U N I O N
We eat  na tura l  food to  sus ta in  our  bod ies .  The Lord 's  Supper  se ts  fo r th  the  death  o f  Chr is t  as  the  sus ta in ing

poweio f the  l i fe  o f  a  be l iever .  I  Cor .  |  1 .26  -  "For  as  o f ten  as  ye  ea t  th is  b read,  and dr ink  the  cup,  ye

p r o c l a i m  t h e  L o r d ' s  d e a t h  t i l l  H e  c o m e ; "

What  does  Jesus  say  H is  b lood represents?  (Mark  14 :24)

The word  "COVENANT"  means,  a  cont rac t  o r  agreement '

T h e  L o r d , s  S u p p e r  r e m r n d s  u s  o f  t h e  c o v e n a n t  w h i c h  e n s u r e s  o u r  s a l v a t i o n .  l t  a l s o  s y m b o l i z e s  o u r  n e e d  t o

persona l ly  par take  o f  the  benef i t s  o f  tha t  death .  Wr i te  ou t  7  Cor '  17 :24  f rom "Take ea t :

I t  s y m b o l i z e s  t h e  u n i o n  o f  C h r i s t i a n s  w i t h  C h r i s t  t h e i r  h e a d

\ ln r i te  ou t  1  Cor .  1A /7

T H E  E L E M E N T S
T h e  e l e m e n t s  a r e  B r e a d  a n d  W i n e .
The bread tha t  Jesus  used a t  Passover  was undoubted ly  un leavened bread.  However ,  there  is  no th ing  in

scr ip tu re  to  suggest  tha t  on ly  un leavened bread may be  used when ce lebra t ing  the  Lord 's  Supper '  And

a l t h o u g h  t h e  w i n e  t h a t  J e s u i  p o u r e d  o u t  w a s  p r o b a b l y  f e r m e n t e d  j u i c e  o f  t h e  g r a p e ,  t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  i n  t h e

o r d i n a n c e  w h i c h  f o r b i d s  t h e  u s e  o f  u n f e r m e n t e d  g r a p e  j u i c e .  o b e d i e n c e  t o  t h e  c o m m a n d  o f  t h e  L o r d

requ i res  or - r l v  tha t  we use the  " f ru i t  o f  the  v ine"  -  Mat t '  26 '29 '

B o t h  t h e  b r e a d  a n d  t h e  w i n e  s h o u l d  b e  t a k e n  a t  c o m m u n i o n ,  t h e  b r e a d  f i r s t  t h e n  t h e  w i n e ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e

o r d e r  i s  n o t  e s s e n t i a l .
o f  t h e  b r e a d ,  J e s u s  s a i d  s i m p l y  -  " t a k e  e a t ; "  a n d  o f  t h e  w i n e  -  " d r i n k  y e  a l l  o f  i t . "
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l l
l l  T H E  B R E A D : -  S p e a k s  o f  t h e  b r o k e n  b o d y  o f  C h r i s t .

l l  Jesus  sa id -  "1  am the  bread o f  l i fe . .  -  John 6 ;35 .

]  I n  E x o d u s  1 2  G o d  s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  t o  e a t  t h e  l a m b  t h a t  w a s  s l a i n .  T h e  p a r t a k i n g  o f  t h e  l a m b  w a s  t o  m a k e
l i  them who le .  Read Psa ln t  105 wh ich  speaks  o f  l s rae lb  de l i verance f rom Egypt  V37 savs  tha t  there  was no t

7 .

o n e  f e e b l e  p e r s o n  a m o n g  t h e m .

C h r i s t ' s  b o d y  w a s  b r o k e n  f o r  o u r  h e a l i n g  a n d  d e l i v e r a n c e  f r o m  s i c k r - r e s s .

W h a t  d o e s  P a u l  s a y  w i l l  h a p p e n  i f  w e  d o n ' t  d i s c e r n  t h i s  p r o p e r l y  a t  t h e  r e m e m b r a n c e  o f  t h e  L o r d ' s  S u p p e r ?
1 Cor. l l :30.

T H E  W I N E : -  S p e a k s  o f  t h e  s h e d  b l o o d  o f  C h r i s t .
J e s u s  s a i d ,  " T h i s  i s  m y  b l o o d  o f  t h e  n e w  t e s t a m e n t  w h i c h  i s  s h e d  f o r  m a n y  f o r  t h e  r e m i s s i o n  o f  s i n s . "
Matt. 26:28.
A g a i n  r e a d  i n  E x o d u s  1 2  w h e r e  G o d  s a i d  t h a t  w h e n  H e  s a w  t h e  b l o o d  s p r i n k l e d  u p o n  t h e  d o o r p o s t s ,  H e
wou ld  pass  over .

W H O  C A N  P A R T A K E  O F  C O M M U N I O N ?
The Lord 's  Supper  i s  de f in i te ly  no t  fo r  the  unsavec i .
c h r i s t  c e l e b r a t e d  t h i s  s u p p e r  n o t  u / i t h  t h e  w o r l d  a t  l a r g e ,  b u t  w i t h  H i s  d i s c i p l e s .

What  i s  t he  key  wo rd  i n  1  Co r .  11 .28?

T h e r e  n e e d s  t o  b e  a  s e a r c h i n g  o f  o n e s  h e a r t  b e f o r e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  L o r d ' s  S u p p e r .
T h e  c o m m u n i o n  s e r v i c e  h e l p s  u s  t o  f r e q u e n t l y  e x a m i n e  o u r  p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  L c r d  a n d  r n  s o
d o i n g ,  h e l p s  m a i n t a i n  a  c o n t i n u i n g  s p i r i t u a l  g r o w t h .

C H I L D R E N :  U n t i l  a  c h i l d  h a s  c o m e  t o  a  p r o p e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i o n ,  a n d  u n t i l
t h e y  h a v e  p e r s o n a l l y  r e c e i v e d  C l ' r r i s t  a s  t h e i r  S a v i o u r ,  t h e y  s h o u l d  n o t  p a r t a k e  o f  c o m m u n i o n .

R e a d  /  C o r .  1 1 : 2 7 - 3 2  w h e r e  P a u l  s p e a k s  o f  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  e a t i n g  a n d  d r i n k l n g  " u n w o r t h i l y " .
U n s a v e d  c h i l d r e n  c a n  r e c e i v e  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  b e l i e v i n g  f a m i l y .  A t  P a s s o v e r  t h e
l a m b w a s t a k e n f o r t h e ' h o u s e h o l d ' , E x .  1 2 : 3 , t h e y  w e r e c o v e r e d b v t h e b l o o d t h r o u q h t h e f a i t h o f  t h e
pa re  n ts .

A  F E A S T  O F  L I F E
The  commun ion  i s  no t  j us t  an  o rd inance  o f  ce remony .  Many  can  tes t i { y  t o  rece i v i ng  hea l i ng  r vhen  tak ing
c o m m u n i o n ,  a n d  o t h e r s  t o  r e c e i v i n g  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  J e s u s  H i m s e l f .
W h a t  h a p p e n e d  t o  t h e  d i s c i p l e s  w h e n  t h e y  b r o k e  b r e a d  i n  L u k e  2 4 : 3 5 ?

l n  J o h n  6 : 5 2 ' 6 3  J e s u s  c l e a r l y  t a u g h t  t h a t  w e  m u s t  e a t  H i s  f  l e s h  a n d  d r i n k  H i s  b l o o d ,  n o t  a s  a  m a t e r i a l  f e e d -
i n g  b u t  r a t h e r  a s  a ' s p i r i t u a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ' .

W H E R E ,  W H E N  A N D  H O W  O F T E N  S H O U L D  W E  P A R T A K E  I N  C O M M U N I O N ?
Acts  20 :7  -  "And upon the  f i rs t  day  o f  the  week when the  d isc ip les  came together  to  b reak  bread
T h e  p l a c e  o f  a s s e m b l i n g  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  i m p o r t a n t  f r o m  s c r i p t u r e .  ( R e a d  A c t s  2 ; 4 6 ) ,  a s  l o n g  a s  r t  r s  a n
a s s e m b l y  o f  b e l i e v e r s .
P a u l  a s s u m e s  t h a t  t h i s  w o u l d  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  c h u r c h  i n  1  C o r .  l 1 : l B .

T h e  L o r d ' s  S u p p e r  i s  t o  b e  o f t e n  r e p e a t e d ,  s y m b o l i z i n g  C h r i s t ' s  c o n s t a n t  n o u r i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  s o u l .  I n  t h e
N e w  T e s t a m e n t  t h e r e  a r e  i n s t a n c e s  o f  i t  b e i n g  h e l d  e v e r y  d a y .  O b v i o u s l y  d i s c r e t i o n  n e e d s  t o  b e  e x e r c i s e d .

T H E  C O N S E O U E N C E S  O F  P A R T A K I N G  I N  C O M M U N I O N

For  the  Wor thy :
" Y e  d o  p r o c l a i r n  t h e  L o r d ' s  d e a t h  t i l l  H e  c o m e . "  I  C o r .  1 1 . 2 6 .
" ln  remembrance o f  \Ae . "  I  Cor .  |  |  :24-25 .
" H a t h  e t e r n a l  l i f e "  a n d  " H e  s h a l l  l i v e  b v  M e . "  J o h n  6 : 5 4 .

For  The Unwor thy :
" E a t e t h  a n d  d r i n k e t h  d a m n a t i o n  t o  h i m s e l f . "  I  C o r .  l  l ; 2 g .
"Gu i l t y  o f  the  body  and the  b lood o f  the  Lord . , ,  7  Cor .  11 .27 .
" F o r  t h i s  c a u s e  m a n y  a r e  w e a k  a n d  s i c k l y  a m o n g  y o u  a n d  m a n v  a r e  d e a d . "  I  c o r .  l l : 3 0 .
" Y e  h a v e  n o  l i f e  i n  y o u . "  J o h n  6 : 5 3 .

E x e r c i s e :
W r i t e  i n  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  1 0 0  w o r d s  w h a t  y o u  b e l i e v e  t o  b e  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i o n  a n d  i t s
s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  y o u r  l i f e .

R e a d i n g : -  " T h e  L o r d ' s  S u p p e r ' -  A r t h u r  W a l l i s .
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STUDY 3 .  T ITHING.
1 .  A .  W h a t  i s  a  T i t h e ?

A  t i t h e  i s  s i m p i y  t h e  f  i r s t  t e n t h  p a r t  o f  o u r  i n c o m e ,  s y s t e m a t i  c a l l y  s e t  a p a r t  f o r  G o d .  I n  o n e  s e n s e ,  i f
w e  h a v e  g i v e n  o u r  l i v e s  t o  C h r i s t ,  a l l  t h a t  w e  o w n  i s  H i s ,  b u t  i n  a  m o r e  s p e c i f i c  s e n s e  G o d  h a s  l a i d  c l a i m
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t o  t ha t  f i r s t  t en th  o f  ou r  i ncome

Who owns the t i the? Lev.  27:30.

i )  T i th ing before the Law
A b r a h a m ,  a  m a n  g r e a t l y  b l e s s e d  o f  G o d  i n  b o t h  a  m a t e r i a l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  s e n s e ,  g a v e  t i t h e s  o f  A L L
t o  M e l c h i z e d e k  t h e  H i g h  P r i e s t  o f  G o d .

\ iVhat  d id  Jacob promise  God in  Gen.  28 .22?

T h i s  w a s  V O L U N T A R Y  t i t h i n g .

i i )  T i t h i n g  u n d e r  t h e  L a w
T i t h i n g  w a s  l a t e r  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  l a w s  o f  M o s e s  a n d  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  l s r a e l  w e r e  c o m m a n d e d
to t i the. Read Lev. 27.30'32.
T h i s  w a s  C O M P U L S O R Y  t i t h i n g .

i i i )  T i th ing  under  Grace in  the  New Covenant
Jesus  taught  t i th ing .  Mat t .  23 ;23  speak ing  o f  t i th ing  He says ,  " th is  ye  ought  to  have done" -

What  d id  Jesus  saV in  L t tke  6 .38? "Give

T l r i s  i s  t i t h i n g  W I L L I N G L Y .

B.  Why does  God regard  T i th ing  as  lmpor tan t?
i )  T i t t r i n q  i s  G o d ' s  w a y  o f  f i n a n c i n g H i s w o r k  a n d  t h e  m i n i s t r y  o f  t h e  C h u r c h .

i i )  T i t h i n g  i s  G o d ' s  w a y  o f  p r o v i d i n g  H i s  p e o p l e  w i t h  f  i n a n c i a l  a n d  m a t e r i a l  s e c u r i t y

What  does  Prov .  11 :25  sav  w i l l  happen to  they  tha t  g ive?

G o d ' s  p r i n c i p i e s  a n d  a p p r o a c h  t o  l i v i n g  a r e d i a m e t r i c a l l y  o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  o u t l o o k  o f  t h o s e  i n  t h e  w o r l d .

The wor ld  says  "ge t  what  you can and hang on  to  i t . "  God says ,  "G ive  and you sha l l  rece ive  more . "

Read Malach i  3 .710.

H o w  c a n  m a n  r o b  G o d ?

W h a t  h a p p e n s  i f  w e  r o b  G o d ?

W h a t  w i l l  G o d  d o  i f  w e  t i t h e ?

F r o m  t h e s e  s c r i p t u r e s  w e  c a n
a verv  rear  wav.

s e e  h o w  t h a t  o u r  f  i n a n c i a l  d e a l i r r q s  w i t h  G o d  c a n  i n f l u e n c e  o u r  l i v e s  i n

Where  do  we g ive  T i thes?
W h e r e  d o e s  i t  s a y  t o  b r i n g  t h e  t i t h e s  i n  M a l a c h i  3 . 1 0 ?

A s to rehouse is  used to  s to re  the  seed tha t  we so \^ i  and the  food tha t  we ea t .  Usua l ly  the  p lace  tha t
m e e t s  t h e s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  i s  t h e  l o c a l  c h u r c h  a s s e m b i y  w h e r e  y o u  f e l l o w s h i p .  l t  i s  h e r e  t h e n  t h a t  w e
b r i n g  a l l  o f  o u r  t i t h e s ,  t h e  t e n t h  p a r t .

G I V I N G
" G i v i n g  i n  a n  o f f e r i n g  i s  a n  a m o u n t  o v e r  a n d  a b o v e  t h a t  r ' n r h i c h  w e  p a y  i n  t i t h e s . "
G o d  h a s  t a u g h t  u s  m u c h  a b o u t  g i v i n g .

What  d id  God g ive  in  John 3 .  16? -  -

What  mot iva ted  God to  q ive  th is?  - - - - - -  -

God gave H is  Son and reaped a  vas t  harves t  o f  sons .

T h i s  p r i n c i p l e  o f  S O W I N G  a n d  R E A P I N G  i s  v e r y  e v r d e r l t

What  d id  the  Apost le  John w ish  tn  3  John 2?

c .

2.

I
i n  s c r i p t u r e  a n d  h a s  t o  d o  w i t h  o u r  g i v i n g



Read 2  Cor .  8 .9 .

l t  2  Cor .  9 .6  7  Pau l

W*hat  de termines  the r r reasure  by  wh ich  we reapT

r s  s p e a k i n g  o f  " g i v i n g  t o  t h e  L o r d ' s  w o r k . "

Wr i te  ou t  Ga l .  6 :7

R e a d  w h a t  J e s u s  s a i d  i n  M a t t .  1 4 : 7  9 - 2 1 .
G o d  d e s i r e s  t o  t a k e  t h a t  w h i c h  w e  g i v e  a n d  m u l t i p l y  i t  b a c k .

A l m s - G i v i n g
" G i v i r r g  t o  t h e  p u o r  a r r d  n e e d y
T h e  g i v i n g  o f  a l m s  i s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  e v e r y  b e l i e v e r .

W h a t  i s  t h e  k e y  w o l d  i n  M a t t .  6 : 2  ( f i r s t  I i n e ) ? _

J e s u s  r r u a s  g i v i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  a b o u t  H O W  t o  d o  a l m s ,  t a k i n g  f o r  g r a n t e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  a l r e a d y  b e i n g
d o n e .

ls  a l r i rs -g r r . r ing  a  secre t?

What  c i id  Jesus  sav  in  Mat t .  6 :37

D o  y o u  t h i n k  a l m s  c a n  p r o d u c e  s o m e t h i n g  i n  o u r  l i v e s ?

( S e e  L a k e  |  1 . 4 7 J .  ! f  s o .  w h a t ?

H o w  d i d  G o d  r e w a r d  C o r n e l i u s  f  o r  a l m s - q i v i n  q ?  A c t s  |  0 .

B .  W i s d o m  i n  G i v i n g
A l t h o L r g h  t h e  B i h r l e  t e a c h e s  u s  t o  s o w  l i b e r a l l y ,  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  m e a n  w e  c a n  g i v e  u n w i s e l y .
A  f a r r n e r  d o e s  n o t  s o w  s e e d  a t  r a n d o m .  H e  f i r s t  c h o o s e s  t h e  b e s t  s o i l ,  t h e n  a f t e r  p r e p a r i n g  i t  h e
s e l e c t s  t h e  b e s t  q u a l i t y  s e e d  t h a t  w i l l  g i v e  t h e  m a x i m u m  y i e l d .  W e  a s  C h r i s t i a n s  m u s t  s e e k  G o d ' s
d i r e c t i o n  w h e r e  t o  g i v e  a n d  h o w  m u c h .  C h o o s i n g  " s o i l "  t h a t  w i l l  b r i n g  f o r t h  a  r i c h  h a r v e s t .

L ,  X E R C I S E
Read th rough 2  Cor .  9  and Psa lm 112.
W l r a t  3  t h i n q s  d o  y o u  s e e  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  G o d ' s  p e o p l e  g i v i n g ?
Read i l r la rk  12 .41-44.  What  do  you th ink  th is  says  concern ing  our  a t t i tude  to  g iv ing?
D o  y o r  t h i n k  g i v i n g  c a n  b e  a  m i n i s t r y ?  S a y  w h y .

[,4emorise this verse: "Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly
or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver." 2 Cor.9:7.

A "
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STUDY 4 - WORSHIP.
paul  sa id that  we are temples of  God,  I  Cor .3: l land we as such must  bel ieve that  wi th in the wal ls  of  these

temples there wi l l  be cont inual  worship,  the of fer ing up of  sp i r i tua l  sacr i f ices and the resounding of  pra ise,  even

high pra ises to God.

1 .  EVERY CHRIST IAN 'S  THREE-FOLD MIN ISTRY
I peter  2;5 says we are a spi r i tua l  house.  a holy  pr iesthood,  to of fer  up spi r i tua l  sacr i f  ices.  l f  we are a l l

pr iests then we are a l l  min is ters,  because the funct ion of  a pr iest  is  not  unto h imsel f ,  but  to  min is ter  to  others

and  to  God .  EVERY CHRIST IAN i s  a  p r i es t  and  EVERY CHRIST IAN i s  ca l l ed  t o  a  ba lanced  th ree - fo ld

minis t rv .

viz'.

i )  Min is t rv  to God in worshiP.
i i )  Min is t ry  to one another  in  Chr is t  1 Peter  4:10.
i i i )  Min is t rv  to non-bel ievers Mark l6 :15.

The f i rs t ,  to  God in worship,  is  one of  the most  important  subjects in  the scr iptures wi th the theme of  wor-

ship going from Genesrs to Revelation'

2.  IS WORSHIP IMPORTANT?
yes.  Satan knew the value of  worship and recognised i ts  importance when he of fered Jesus the wor ld i f

Jesus would onlv worship h im (Satan) .  What  d id Jesus say to Satan regarding worship (Mat t .4: l0 l?

Deut .  5 :9  i s  God 's  commandment  to  worsh ip  H im on ly .

3 .  WHY SHOULD WE WORSHIP?

(b) Psalm 102:13'18; lsa. l2:4

(a) Psalm 50:23

(e) Psalm 22:3

(c) Psalm | | 5:8; 2 Cor. 3:l8

(d) Proverbs 27:21; Mal. 3:2

( f )  tsa.60:18;  Psalm 100:4

4.  HOW ARE WE TO WORSHIP?
Jesus te l ls  us how to worshiP.

(a) John 4:24 WorshiP in

(b) John 4:24 WorshiP in

( c )  P s a l m l l l : l  W o r s h i P w i t h

(d) Mark 7:7'9 Not

5 .  WHO SHOULD WORSHIP?

Psalm 134: /  says who should worship God.

6 .  WHAT IS  WORSHIP?
Worship is  the prostrat
a bowing of  our  hear ts

Write out Psalm 95:6

i on  o f  our  sp i r i t  be fore  God,  an  acknowledgement  o f  and submiss ion  to  H is  Lordsh ip ,

to  A lmigh ty  God.

7 .  WHEN DO WE WORSHIP?

Heb.  l3 :15

Psalm |46:l-2

Psalm 34:l

Psalm 35:27

Psalm 145:2



8. WHERE ARE WE TO WORSHIP?
(a)  In pr ivacy (at  home).  Wr i te out  Psalm 149:5

9.

( b ) At Church. Write out Pnlm 22:22

(c) Before men. Read 2 Cor. 3:2; Psalm 40:3: psalm 126:2.

IN WHAT WAYS CAN WE WORSHIP GOD?
(a) "l beseech you therefore brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a livrng

ncrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable serv'ice." RoM. l2:1.
Our  very  l i ves  must  represent  an  a t t i tude  o f  worsh ip  un to  God.  The words  we speak ,  the  th ings  we do ,
the  p laces  we go ,  the  thoughts  we th ink ,  shou ld  a l l  express  our  worsh ip .

(b )  There  need to  be  spec i f i c  t imes in  our  da i l y  rou t ine  whenwe draw as ide  to  worsh ip  God in
"Ou ie tness" ,  a l low ing  our  sp i r i t  to  express  our  adora t ion  o f  H im wh i le  we wa i t  in  H is  p resence w i th
our  minds  centered  upon Jesus .

(c )  PRAISE.  Pra ise  is  an 'express ion 'o f  our  thanks  and adora t ion  fo r  the  goodness  o f  God.
K ing  Dav id  has  le f t  us  w i th  a  pa t te rn  o f  p ra ise  and a  wea l th  o f  in fo rmat ion  on  whv and how to  o ra ise
our  heaven ly  Lord .
Was pra ise  jus t  fo r  the  Jews in  Dav id 's  t ime? Pau l  answers  in  Rom.  lS :g- l  l .
Pra ise  invo lves  our  who le  be ing ,  and in  the  Psa lms Dav id  ou t l ines  n ine  ways  to  p ra ise  God.  See i f  vou
can l i s t  them.

I Psalm 34:l; 40:16

ii) Psalm 32: | |; 5: l I

iii) Psalm 68:4; 104:33

iv) Psalm 150:3-5

v) Psalm I 19:48; 63:4

vi) Psalm 98:8; 47:l

vii) Psalm 149:3; 150:4

vii i) Psalm 95:6

ix) Psalm 134:l-2

I t  can  be  c lear ly  seen f rom these tha t  p ra ise  is  no t  pass ive ,  bu t  ra ther  ac t i ve .

What does JUDAH mean? (Gen. 29:35)

What tribe always led lsrael into battle? (Judges 1 :l -2)

What  does  th is  s ign i fy?

What did praise do for lsrael in 2 Chron. 20?

P R A I S E  A N D  W O R S H I P  B E G I N S  I N  T H E  S P I R I T  O F  M A N ,  I S  G O V E R N E D  B Y  T H E  S O U L  O R
A N D  I S  E X P R E S S E D  I N  T H E  W H O L E  M A N .

Further  reading mater ia l  :  "Let  us Praise"
-  E .  Judson  Cornwa l . .

W I L L ,
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STUDY 5 - FELLOVI/SHIP.

One o f  Satan 's  most  f requent  ways  in  ge t t ing  the  Chr is t ian  to  s l  ip  away,  i s  to  make h im fee l  tha t  he  is  on  h is  own,
t h a t  n o  o n e  c a r e s  f o r  h i m  a n d  t h a t  t h e  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  h e  h a s  a r e  p e c u l i a r  t o  h i m s e l f  a l o n e .  H e  w i l l  a l s o  t r y  t o  t e l l  u s
tha t  we needn ' t  wor ry  about  o ther  peop le .  "As  long as  you have God who needs o ther  peop le?"  However ,  the
C h r i s t i a n  t h a t  f a l l s  f o r  t h a t  l i e  f o r g e t s  t h a t  G o d  h a s  s a i d  t h a t  w e  a r e  l i v e l y  s t o n e s  b e i n g  b u i l t  t o g e t h e r  i n t o  a
spir i tual house. /  Peter 2:5; Eph. 2:20 22.

Fe l lowsh ip  (GK)  KOINONIA -  descr ibes  our  re la t ionsh ip  as  a  communi tv  o f  mutua l  sharers .  toqether  w i th  the
love  tha t  God g ives  us  (AGAPE) .  John 13 :34 ;  I  John 3 :23 .

F e l l o w s h i p w a s f o u n d i n h e a v e n b e f o r e t i m e b e g a n , ( J o h n l T : 2 4 )  a n d c r e a t i o n w a s t h e o u t c o m e  ( G e n e s i s l : l ) .
T h e  f e l l o w s h i p  o f  t h e  G o d h e a d  r e s u l t e d  i n  b i r t h .  l f  t h e r e  i s  n o  f e l l o w s h i p  t h e r e  i s  n o  s p i r i t u a l  b i r t h .  l n  d e s i r i n q
f e l l o w s h i p  w i t h  J e s u s  s p i r i t u a l  b i r t h  r e s u l t s .

What  p receded Pentecos t?  Ac ts  l :14 .

Th is  b rought  about  the  b i r th  o f  the  church

What  overcomes the  wor ld?  1  Jc thn  5 .4 .

Because of  th is  Satan fears the fe l lowship that  br ings for th something that  he cannot  s top.  Revivals  are born f rom
t rue  un i t y  and  fe l l owsh ip .  Thus  we  can  see  how impor tan t  f o r  t he  Ch r i s t i an  t r ue  fe l l owsh ip  rea l l y  r s .

FELLOWSHIP  DEMANDS:

1 .  COMMITMENT -  t o  God  and  to  each  o the r .
Jesus has commanded us to love one another  and i f  we are to be t ru ly  commit ted to Him we must  obey
Him. What  does I  John 4:20-27 sav about  th is?
To be commi t ted  we have to  re l inqu ish  cer ta in  r igh ts .  Commi tment  cos ts  us  someth ing .

W h y  c o m m i t m e n t ?  B e c a u s e  w e  h a v e  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  i n  o u r  l i v e s  t h a t  h i n d e r  f e l l o w s h i p .

( a )  F e a r  ( s h v n e s s )
Read Hebrews 13 :5b-6  and I  John 4 :18 .  Many peop le  fear  to  open themse lves  or  approach o thers .
How can these verses  he lp  to  overcome th is  fear?

Str iv ing
This a lso can be a h indrance to fe l lowship and of ten spr ings f rom the same source as does fear .  What
does Galatians 5:22-26 say concerning this?

( b )

SUBMISSION
John 13: /  Jesus shows how commitment  leads to submiss ion
Studv Fph.  5:18-21 .  What  does ys.  /8  ta lk  about?

Verses  19-21 lead us  in  p rogress ion  to  do  what?

Pau l  te l l s  us in  Ph i l ipp ians  2 :1 -4  tha t  we shou ld  do  cer ta in  th ings .

W h a t  a r e  t h e v ?

| : 2
2:3
3:4
4:4

(b)

A PLACE
Look up  Ac ts  2 :46-47 and wr i te  down where  the  ear lv  church  fe l lowsh ipoeo:

( a )

3.

( b )



A.  The Church
E v e r y  C h r i s t i a n  n e e d s  t o  b e l o n g  t o  a  f e l l o w s h r p  o f  b e l i e v e r s  b e c a u s e :

The concept  o f  the  Body o f  Chr is t  i s  a  t ru th  tha t  has  been res tored  to  God 's  peop le .
We need a  loca l  church  fo r  d isc ip l ine  and pro tec t ion .
God has  a  p lace  fo r  us  in  wh ich  we w i l l fee l  needed.  Deut .  12 :5-14 .

Therefore we need to seek out our spir i tual home and be faithful to i t .  Hebrews l0:25.

B.  The Home
Hospi ta l i ty  is  a requi rement  for  a l l  Chr is t ians.  Hebrews l3;  l -2 .
What  happens when we are g iven to hospi ta l i ty? Mat thew 25:31,40.

C O N C L U S I O N
I t  i s  impor tan t  to  rea l i se  tha t  we w i l l  no t  reach the  same leve l  o f  fe l lowsh ip  w i th  evervone.  Even Jesus  had those
who were  espec ia l l y  c lose  to  l l im.  They  were :
'l 

. John 20:2

2. Mark 5:37

3.  Luke 9.  I

4 .  Luke l0: l

i

5 .  Ac ts  l  . l 5

To have a  rea l l y  c lose  re la t ionsh ip  w i th  someone cos ts  us  someth ing .  For  you "have to  g ive  to  rece ive"  and in
g iv ing ,  the  pro tec t ive  facade tha t  we a l l  have has  to  come down.  However ,  a l though i t  wou ld  seem tha t  by  be ing
open w i th  a  f r iend  we make ourse lves  vu lnerab le , the  t ru th  i s  tha t  fe l lowsh ip  w i l l  on ly  reach i t s  zen i th  and be
t ru ly  fu l f i l l i ng  i f  we expose ourse lves .  We must  remember  tha t  we need to  deve lop  th is  re la t ionsh ip  w i th  members
o f  our  own sex .  To  do  so  w i th  the  oppos i te  sex  apar t  f rom husbands,  w ives  or  f iances  can cause rea l  p rob lems.

F i n a l l y ,  i f  y o u  a r e  l o n e l y  a s k  y o u r s e l f ,  " A m  I  p r e p a r e d  t o  b e  a  f r i e n d ?  A m  I  p r e p a r e d  t o  o p e n  m y s e l f  u p 7 "  T h e n
b e g i n  t o  p u t  y o u r  s i t u a t i o n  b e f o r e  t h e  L o r d ,  a s k  H i m  t o  h e l p  y o u  d e v e l o p  t h e  t y p e  o f  f r i e n d s h i p  t h a t  H e  s p e a k s  o l
in John | 3:34-35.

God b less  you as  you learn  to  love  o thers  in  th is  way.

L i s t e n i n g  M a t e r i a l :

" A c c e p t e d  i n  t h e  B e l o v e d "  D a v i d  R e e s - T h o m a s
L i v i n g  W o r d  T a p e  L i b r a r y  N o .  3 3 .
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STUDIES FOR CHRISTIAil GROWTH

STUDY 6 -  SUBMISSION.
Submiss ion  means to  "Accept  Author i ty " ;  to  be  obed ien t  no t  on ly  in  conduct  bu t  in  sp i r i t .

ln  the  New Testament  there  are  two Greek  words  wh ich  invo lve  the  thought  o f  submiss ion .  These are

i )  H U P O T A S S O  -  S U B J E C T I O N  -  t h i s  w o r d  i s  p r i m a r i l y  a  m i l i t a r y  t e r m  m e a n i n g  t o  r a n k  u n d e r .
u n d e r ;  T A S S O  -  a r r a n g e ) .

i i )  H U P E I K O  -  S U B M I T  -  t o  r e t i r e  o r  w i t h d r a w  ( E I K O  -  t o  y i e l d ) .

T h e r e  i s  i n  m a n  a n  i n b u i l t  p r i n c i p l e  t o  g o  h i s  o w n  w a y ,  t o  " d o  h i s  o w n  t h i n g " .  S a t a n ' s  n a t u r e  o f  p r i d e  a n d
rebe l l ion  was impar ted  to  Adam when he  d isobeyed God in  the  garden and has  subsequent ly  been passed on  to
a l l  n r a n k i n d .  S u b m i s s i o n  i s  i n  t o t a l  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  n a t u r a l  m a n  a n d  t o  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h i s  w o r l d .

I t  i s  impor tan t  to  rea l i se  tha t  submiss ion  is  no t  mere ly  ou tward  obed ience [u t  i s  a  q i . ra l i t y  o f  the  hear t .  l t
i n v o l v e s  l e a r n i n g  w h a t  t h e  w i l l  o f  G o d  i s  a n d  t h e n  o b e y i n g  i t  w i t h  g l a d n e s s .

I t  i s  no t  an  a t t i tude  o f  res ignat ion  to  someth ing  tha t  on  occas ions  we don ' t
t h a t  G o d  w i l l  h o n o u r  o u r  o b e d i e n c e .

bu t  a  oos i t i ve  a t t i tude  o f

C l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  s u b m i s s i o n  a r e  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  t h a t  G o d  h a s  s a i d  w e  a r e  t o  s u b m i t  t o .  T h e  d i c t i o n a r y  d e f i n e s
ar . r thor i t y  as  " the  r igh t  to  en force  obed ience" ,  Wr i te  down whatJames 4 :6-7  says  about  submiss ion : -

G ive  the  promise  o f  these verses

A c c e p t i n g  J e s u s  a s  S a v i o u r  i s  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  a  c o n t i n u a l  w a l k  o f  s u b m i s s i o n  t o  H i s  L o r d s h i p .  l f  w e  s u b m i t  t o
H is  d isc ip l  ine  there  is  resu l t ing  growth .  Mernory  verse .  Hebrews |2 :6 .

S U B M I S S I O N  T O  C H U R C H  A U T H O R I T I E S

1.  Colossians | .  l2-18 inc ludes a passage on headship and author i ty .
B r i e f l v  summar i se  i t :

Compare this with Ephesians 5:23.

T h e r e  a r e  m e n  t h a t  G o d  h a s  e q u i p p e d  w i t h  a  m i n i s t r y  g i f t  f o r  s p e c i a l  p u r p o s e s  w i t h i n  t h e  c h u r c h .  R e a d
Ephes ians  4 : l1  and wr i te  down what  these min is t r ies  a re :

What  i s  the i r  purpose? Ephes ians  4 .  |  2

Wfra t  shou ld  our  a t t i tude  be  to  these men?

(a )  |  Thess .  5 .12  l 3
(b)  Hebrews |  3 : |  7

Hebrews | 3. |  7 also tel ls of t h e  s o l e m n  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t h e s e  m e n  h a v e  f o r  u s .  W h a t  a r e  t h e v ?

( b )

Ephes ians  5 .21  ta lks  about  submiss ion .  What  does  i t  sav?  ___

What  does  Romans l2 ;9 -10  say  about  lov ing  one another?

We are  to  be  cons idera te  o f  one another  and have a  genu ine  concern
essent ia l  qua l i t y  w i th  regard  to  submiss ion ,  la id  down in  I  Pe ter  5 .5 .

fo r  each o ther l  needs .  There  is  an
W h a t  i s  i t ?



S U B M I S S I O N  I N  T H E  F A M I L Y

1.  God has  la id  down a  pa t te rn  o f  au thor i ty  and subnr iss ion  in  the  fami ly  un i t  fo r  the  s t rength ,  peace and
secur i ty  o f  each fami ly  member .  Wr i te  down,  in  o rder  o f  au thor i ty ,  the  peop le  who are  invo lved in  th is
pat te rn.

(a)  |  Cor .  l l :3a
(b) Ephesians 5:23
(c) Colossians 3:18
(d) Ephesians 6:1;

Because o f  h is  pos i t ion  in  the  home the  man is  respons ib le  fo r : -

(a )  |  T im.  5 :8  (There  is  a  two - fo ld  aspec t  here  fo r  the  man -  sp i r i tua l  and mater ia l )

(b) 7 Peter 3:7
(c) Proverbs 22:6; I Tim. 3:4-5
(d) Colossians 3:21

The  woman 's  respons ib i l i t y  i s  t o : -

Ephesians 5:25-28

(a) Colossians 3: | 8
(b) Titus 2:4-5

T h e  c h i l d r e n s '  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i s  t o : -

(a) Ephesians 6:1
(b) Ephesians 6:2
(c) Proverbs 23:22

SUBMISSION IN  THE WORLD

God has a lso set  author i t ies in  the wor ld to whom we should submit .

Who are thev?
(a) Colossians 3:22; I Tim. 6:1-2
(b) Romans l3:l; Titus 3:l

Read /  Peter  2:13-17 and summarise

Who e lse  do  we res is t  i f  we res is t  those in  secu la r  au thor i tv?

Romans 7 3:2

Colossians 3:20

CONCLUSION
For  t he  Ch r i s t i an ,  Jesus  i s  ou r  examp le .
Jesus. "

ReadPhi l .2 :5-9 and John 5:17.  l9-21.

Paul  says  in  Ph i l .  2 :5

W h a t  i s  J e s u s  s a y i n g ?

"Let this mind be in vou which was also in Christ

Satan w i l l  te l l  you  tha t  you  w i l l  lose  your  f reedom i f  you  fo l low the  pa th  o f  submiss ion .  However ,  inJohn
72:24-25 we see tha t  the  oppos i te  takes  p lace .  Remember ,  t rue  f reedom is  an  inward  th ing  so  tha t  regard less  o{
w h a t  r e s t r i c t i o n s  a r e  p l a c e d  o n  u s ,  i f  w e  a r e  i n  s u b m i s s i o n  w e  a r e  w a l k i n g  t h e  p a t h  o f  f r e e d o m .

il
il
l - -
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STUDY 7 - WITNESSING.
Right  f rom the  t ime o f  Adam we read in  the  B ib le  how God has  gone ou t  to  s in fu l  mank ind .  Endeavour ing  to
br ing  aga in  the  fe l lowsh ip  tha t  was  broken in  the  Garden o f  Eden He f ina l l y  sen t  Jesus ,  who fo r  us  i s  the  br idge
back  to  the  Father .  On re tu rn ing  to  heaven Jesus  gave those who are  H is  fo l lowers  the  cont inu ing  task  o f  shar ing
the  good news w i th [ those who know noth ing  o f  H is  love  and sacr i f i ce  fo r  us .

The ear ly  church  had an  unders tand ing  o f  sou lw inn ing  and f reedom in  "  goss ip ing"  the  gospe l  wh ich  the  church
todav needs to rediscover. (See.4cts 2."4647).
W h a t  d i d  J e s u s  t e l l  H i s  d i s c i p l e s  p r i o r  t o  H i s  r e t u r n i n g  t o  h e a v e n ?

Mark l6:15

The commiss ion  tha t  Jesus  gave the  d isc ip les  i s  as  va l id  today  fo r  us ,  as  i t  was  2000 years  ago.  Our  mot iva t ion  to
wi tness  must  be  born  f rom a  reve la t ion  f rom Him to  our  sp i r i t  o r  our  w i tness ing  w i l l  be  mechan ica l  and lack  the
love  and concern  tha t  our  Fa ther  shows.  Th is  i s  the  v is ion  tha t  we a l l  need to  mot iva te  us .

What  cond i t ion  is  the  wor ld  in?  |  John 5 : |  9

What is man's state? Romans 3:23

What d id Jesus sav to Nicodemus? John 3.3 - ,

We know tha t  s in  separa tes  us  f rom God but  how does  He v iew those who do  no t  knowHim? John 3 :16

God has  se t  a  t remendous va lue  on  man.  The pr ice  o f  H is  Son Jesus .  Read Mark  l2 :  / -9 .  What  i s  Jesus  say ing  in
th is  oarab le?

God has  pa id  the  pr ice  o f  our  s in  and now we have the  respons ib i l i t y

What is  i t?  2 Cor.  5.18 20

Once we rea l i se  tha t  we have respons ib i l i t v  we must  pay  a t ten t ion  to  the  words  o f  Jesus  when He says  in

John 4 .35-38

What does Proverbs |  1 .30 sav about  soul -winners?

Remember  tha t  Jesus  is  our  p r ime example .  The gospe l  account  o f  H is  min is t ry  p laces  fa r  g rea ter  emphas is  on
His  persona l  con tac t  w i th  peop le  than on  H is  pub l i c  min is t ry .  He sa id  in  Ac ts  / . '8  tha t  H is  d isc ip les  wou ld  be
wr tnesses  In

a n d  u n t o  t h e

a n o a n d  i n

Not ice  tha t  He beg ins  w i th  the  d isc ip les 'home area  -  the  p lace  where  they  were  l i v ing .

lnJohn 4  Jesus  ta lks  w i th  the  woman a t  the  we l l .  S tudy  th ;s  passage.

John 4 ; l -42 .  vs .  6 -7  Jesus  was in  the  p lace  where  the  woman was to  come.  The r igh t  p lace .

vs .  7b  Jesus  makes a  reques t .  In  do ing  th is  He was p lac ing  H imse l f  in  debt  to  the
woman wh ich  wou ld  he lp  to  overcome the  fac t  tha t  she  was a  woman and a lso
the  pre jud ice  o f  race  and na t rona l i t y .  (See.  vs .27 l .  Too o f ten ,  our  approach is  tha t
w e  h a v e  s o m e t h i n g  t o  g i v e .  J e s u s  m o v e d  w i t h  h u m i l i t y .

J e s u s  a r o u s e s  c u r i o s i t y  -  H e  d i d n ' t  t e l l  h e r  t o o  m u c h .

He a l lows her  des i re  to  deve lop  -  le t  peop le  rea l i se  the i r  sense o f  need.

Conv ic t ion  comes -  a  word  o f  knowledge (a  g i f t  o f  the  Ho ly  Sp i r i t )  -  the  Ho ly
S p i r i t  w i l l  b r i n g  c o n v i c t i o n .

The woman evades the  po in t .  Jesus  br ings  her  back  to  the  rea l  i ssues .

The woman tr ies to put off  the decision. Jesus says " l  am the Messiah."
You need to  be  sens i t i ve  to  de termine whether  the  person is  p rocras t ina t ing  or  they
are  genu ine ly  no t  ready .

Note  the  ou tcome o f  th is  encounter  w i th  Jesus .  The woman wi tnessed and then
led  them to  Jesus .  Then they  be l ieved no t  on ly  because o f  her  tes t imony bu t
because thev  met  Jesus .

CONCLUSION
In the same way that  God loves us,  so our  mot ivat ion for  those outs ide the Chr is t ian fami ly  must  be love.  Wi t -
nessing must  not  be done out  of  compuls ion.  Jesus had a compassion for  the lost  and th is  is  to  be our  mot ivat inq
fo  rce .
What  does  Mat theut  5 :13-16 sav  we are?

vs .  t u - t 1

vs.  |  3-1 5

v s .  t o - t d

vs. 20-24
vs. 25

vs. 39-42


